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who brought you 


When you аге. 


Аһе manager of 
Team Honda you 
get used to.win- 
ning. John 
Blum left 
Honda to 
continue his 

. Winning ways 
at CROSS UP, 
INC. He is now 
using his years of 
racing expertise 
to develop the line 
of Cross Up rac- 
ing parts. He calls 
them his PARTS 
FOR PROS and 
has; designed 
them for the few 
who are serious 
about racing. 


f 


team Honda. | 


John's DOUBLE 
DIAMOND ex- 
truded aluminum 
swing arms 
have attracted 
much atten- 
tion lately. 
This super 
trick extrusion 
allows less flex 


.and offers 10096 


memory. Allof our 
swing arms Carry 
an unheard of 


6-month replace- | 


ment guarantee. 


То greatly simplify 


the ordering pro- 
cedure, call Us toll 


, free to place any 


order that totals 
at least $20. 


Allows for a 
full 9 inches 
of travel. 


Double 
iamond 
extrusion. 


sacrificing 

dependability. Heat treated 
aluminum 
alloy to T-6. 


The CR 125 swing arm is our most popular arm 
so far. The heat treated Double Diamond extru- 
sion provides the toughness it takes yet weighs a 
mere 4 pounds 12 ounces. This arm provides 
you with 3 shock positions and a full 9 inches of 
travel. Naturally it's covered by our 6-month re- 
placement guarantee. $130. 


The finisher. 


Drilled for 


lightness. Double row 


ої needle 
bearings. 


Neoprene 


Neoprene 
'O' rings. 


Heat treated 
luminum 
arms. 


roller. 

This super dependable tensioner has a track 
record as long as Baja itself. Track record, you 
ask? Ask Bob Rutten and Bruce Ogilvie who won 
the 250 Baja 1000: Ask Mark Riker who won the 
125 Electro Helmet Series. And finally, ask your- 


self, is finishing consistently worth a $50 tensioner? — 


CROSS UP IN 


117 INES ‘BY STREET, WILMINGTON, CAMEORNIA vi. D 


. RM SUZUKI 227 

125A, 
250-370. This aluminum swing arm is made 
from our 6061 DOUBLE DIAMOND extrusion 
heat treated to a T-6 condition. This extru- 
sion eliminates flex and keeps the unsprung 
weight to a minimum. Allows for a full 9 
inches of travel. $130. 


CR 125 KIT conc: 

comes 
complete with GAS GIRLINGS or S&W freon 
shocks, a heat treated tubular 4130 chrome 
moly axle, our $16 chain tensioner and our 
space age bushings. With the installation of 
this kit you completely revamp the handling 
спагастецебсе of your bike. Complete К 


These 
handle 


HANDLE BAR 


bars were developed by GARY JONES, 3 
time national 250 MX champ. They are 
made from heat-treated 4130 chrome moly 
‘tubing and sport a unique heliarc center 
S design that offers more protection to face 
- and chest. Weighs only 2 pounds 7 ozs. 
Available in black only. $21. 


U P PI Р All bends are hand 

-formed for maxi- 

mum exhaust flow. This unique CROSS UP, 

INC. design greatly increases power in all 

<. ranges. Tuned for maximum output of your 

engine. Available.for the 1976 CR 125, RM 

A&B 125, YZ 80 and YZ 125 mono. Comes: 

complete with all hardware. Prices start . 
at 


Y Z80/XH75 ms aod 

rms add 
one inch to overall length. Th|s allows for 
better tracking and more control. The un- 


MON This arm incorporates 

our DOUBLE DIAMOND 
aluminum extrusion and weighs only 5 
pounds 3 ounces. Once assembled, it is 


sprung weight is reduced considerably with heat treated to a T-6 condition. With the 
these aluminum 2 pound 9 ounce units. YZ 125, 250-400 model, you may retain your 
These swing, arms carry our 6 month re- stock axle, $150. 


placement guarantee. $90. 


AXL An axle that only CROSS 

UP could design and pro- 
duce. Made out of heat treated tubular 4130 
chrome moly to fit the CR 125, RM 250-370. 
This axle allows for no unnecessary flex 
and breakage is virtually unheard of. Defi- 
nitely the strongest, 
indestructible axle on the market. $20. 


This 

chain 
tensioner fits only the CROSS UP aluminum 
swing arms. The guide wheel is long wear- 
ing but flexible enough to keep the proper 
tension on the chain. All hardware is devel- 
oped from the finest quality materials avail- 
able. Replacement spring and roller kits 
are $4. Complete unit $16. 


These ; The AL BAKER 
FORK BOOTS zx: FORK KIT korki 
allow for a full 10 inches of fork travel. Ње best on the market to date. The kit offers 
Mandatory on newer bikes оп those with а full 9 inches of travel, a must with long 
long travel fork kits. Extend the seal life, travel swing arms. Available for all 125 
thus cut down on maintenance expenses. Hondas and all RM and RM A&B Suzukis. 
Nylon ties included and available in 4 colors. All hardware included. $60. 


Red, yellow, blue & black. $9. 


= 

100% Cotton silk 
T-SH l R screened with the 
famous CROSS UP logo in black^on a white 
shirt with black trim. Available in small, 
medium, large and extra large, |and in chil- 
dren's sizes. A great way to telliIpeople you 
buy only the best. $5. 


HA Top quality race hat with the 

famous CROSS UP, INC. logo 
sewn on the front. Large bill, cool mesh top; 
it's adjustable and washable. Definitely a 
nice looking, comfortable hat that does 
what it's suppose to do. $4. 


^ ORDER TOLL FREE 
` 800-42 MM435 | 


MINIMUM PHONE ORDER $20 


DIAL 213-549-6800 FROM CALIFORNIA 
117 WEST 'B' STREET, WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA 90744 


lightest and most ` 


RM 8 Made of 6061 alumi- 
- num heat treated to a 
T-6 condition, this swing arm weighs a 
mere 2 pounds 10 ounces. It greatly re- 
duces the unsprung weight to increase 
shock life and enhance handling charac- 
teristics. Add one inch to overall length 
to improve tracking and controllability 


YAMAHA GEARS 2: 

“cut to 
increase horsepower to the ground by 10 
to 1596. Built in shock absorbers keep gear- 
box together. Available for all YZ-80, 100, 
125 and 175. Includes clutch bushings and 
mounting bolts. $125. 


Caked 
mud on 


MUD GAR 


the front of your engine can only mean over- 
heating problems. This MUD GARD keeps 
the bulk of the mud away and lets your en- 
gine run cleaner and cooler, Available in 
red only. $9. 


PORTING 2,5: 

power band like 
no other porting can with CROSS UP's new. 
tunnel velocity port. Definitely the highest 
quality port work around. Available in stages 
for beginner to pro. Call for your tunnel ve- 
locity appointment and price today. 100cc 
kits available. ' 


Remember when you 
used to play with trucks? 
You still can. 


DELICIOUS 2525 SA 


` 
б 


Ramcharger. Street Van, do it with Dodge Truck options 


from America's number one like chrome wheels, knobby 
maker of compact van-type tires, AM/FM radio, or tape 
vehicles. We’ve got the lineup stripes and paint. 
for the little person in every Want to hang out with 
grown-up. the gang again? The Adult 
Remember when you Toys have room for ’em. 
Dodge introduces the used to play in the mud? So come on. See the 
toys only an adult could love. Ramcharger’s available four- entire collection at your 
Wheels you can play with, even wheel drive lets you do it Dodge Dealer's. It'll make you 
if you put away your roller again. feel like a kid again. 
skates long ago. Maybe you liked to No kidding. 
Four by Four. Warlock. dress up? This time around, 


THE ADULT TOYS FROM DODGE. 


Optional equipment, paint, and trim shown are available through your Dodge Dealer or customizing shops. 
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(91976 В. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. 


Where others seek mere 
wealth, he searches for 
experience. 


He captures it in his own 
distinct way. 
He smokes for pleasure. 


He gets it from the 
blend of Turkish and 
Domestic tobaccos in 
Camel Filters. 


À کڪ‎ | 
т = 
d а 5 
CIGARETTES » 


Turkish and 
Domestic Blend 


19 mg. "tar", 1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette, ЕТС Report DEC. 76. 


Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 
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CHOONMAKE 


The 
NO-SHIFT 
Enduro 


In the course of searching for 
the light of genuine creativity, 
with which we would hope to 
cover a paucity of fact, your DIRT 
BIKE staff has learned a few 
things concerning hiding places 
the muse prefers. Daily ex- 
ploration seldom turns her up 
beneath our IBMs or even in the 
dark corners of “the tavern next 
door." The muse, being primarily 
aesthetic, is most likely to join one 
in a remote place, far from the 
noise of semi-trailer rigs and the 
smog-filtering of star light. 
Nighttime is certainly her time 
and the flicker of a campfire is 
most alluring. The dim presence 
of sleeping dirt bikes at the 
periphery provides the cathedral 
and an alcohol-induced mind fog 
makes her wreckless. But above 
all she rides lightly upon the flow 
of friendly words exchanged 
between inebriated friends. 

Take for example the strange 
story I am about to relate to you — 
a fantasy, unlikely to ever become 
reality, which is the fruit of 
Woods, three dear friends who by 
the end of this epistle will 
certainly wish to remain anon- 
mous, and yours truly. You 
find us, your faithful servants, 
suffering mightily from the 
burdens of a crisp clear evening 
and a wide variety of spirits, 
perched high in the Sierra 
Nevadas and huddled ina 


congenial mass about a roaring 


campfire. 

Conversation inevitably turns, 
just as a dead fish floats to the 
surface, to motorcycles, to off-road 
motorcycles, to cross-country 
motorcycles, to ‘cross-country 
motorcycle competition. 

“You know," Steve says, "Ive 
been riding motorcycles for 
almost 20 years now and it seems 
like I have less fun every year. 
This trail riding is the only thing 
that gets me off anymore." 

In mumbled agreement we 
collectively bemoan what has 
been the course of one of our 
favorite pastimes — enduro riding 
— over the past five years. The 
words are spoken and rise into the 
smoke of the fire. We've all 
repeated them time and again — 
well rehearsed words, only the 
roles are exhanged. Tonight Mike 
will be the dreamer. 

"Of course," Mike chips in as 
he fumbles for the bottle, "there's 
no reason why enduros can't be 
better than they ever were." 

"Great. Put on a challenging 
ride over burned-up old desert 
trails and listen to the screaming." 
Tonight I am the cynic. : 

Bruce, on the ball and 
maintaining apparent aplomb 
despite the ambient consumption 
level, has an idea. “What we have 
to do is hit them so they never 
know quite what happened. Ah 
yes, an enduro no one will soon 


forget." Continued on page 10 


Bl World Premiere. First text: Yamaha IT250 

E Full Color Dirty Clothing Guide 

В Trail Test: Honda MR175 or Yamaha ТТ500. Pick one. 
Bl Yellow rodes of Texas: Houston Astrodome 


Ш White rodes of Colorado: Ice racing. 


Bi Silencing. waterproofing, enduro mods. 
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MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES 
AT UNBELIEVABLY LOW PRICES! 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-541-2677 


BANKAMERICARD| #06 рс сор 


THE INTERBANR I 
Call between 8 A.M. & 8 P.M. P.S.T. Mon. thru Fri. 
ALL TIRE AND TUBE PRICES INCLUDE F.E.T. 


Complete line of eoop?vcan tires and tubes at incredibly low prices. 
CHENG SHIN //7 T FORK BOOTS 
aM Fits all popular motocross 
TIRES 


eil and enduro machines. 
(Also Cheng Shin ff Black or red . 

Tubes) a Starting at $5.90 
DIRT 


300x14 MX 9.58 $ 


ALL ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS 


AK 
3 WINDSOR 
я PLASTIC TANKS 
# Complete Line 

Starting at $29.75 


18.62 
400/450x18 SIX DAY 
24.05 


MOTORCYCLE CHAIN. 
Solid Roll, Heavy Duty 
and Enduro Sealed. 
Packaged lengths or bulk 
chain. Unbeatable prices. 
Call in your chain size. 


OVES 
Soft, durable cowhide 
with “crash pads”. Tan 
back, black palm... $6.95 


MX HELMET PKG. 
Includes Premier 
helmet, duck bill visor, 
goggles, and face 


CHAIN TENSIONERS 
Made of Aluminum with 
black anodized finish. 
All have heavy coil spring 


© fender. We have com- " ; 
LS є А and a 1%" ball bearing 
KOMI KONI перо пощи. polyethylene roller.$15.95 
/? helmets. MX Pkg. $34.75 
8 SHOCKS 


SUPER TOUGH. Nylon 


49.50 per pair (o з 
riding pants. Hip and knee 


WITHOUT SPRINGS 
NEW 
KONI GAS SHOCKS 
$59.50 per pair 
WITHOUT SPRINGS 


BOGE SHOCKS 


39.50 per pair 
WITHOUT SPRINGS 


NGK PLUGS 


STANDARD - 654 ea. 
in quantity of 10 


Dynamite Denim Pants. 
Padded where it counts. 
Sizes 22 - 38 q 


BOOTS ™ 
Rugged all leather 
uppers. Steel toe plate. 
Fully lined. Available with 
Smooth sole or Enduro 
sole. Sizes 6-13. $49.75 
Childrens sizes 3-1/2 - 
5-1/2 (Smooth Sole only) 


$39.75 


BIG 4, INC. 


ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-541-2677 
CALL AND ASK FOR FREE CATALOG 


SPROCKETS 
Complete line of high 
quality rear and counter- 
shaft sprockets. Case 
hardened, top grade steel. 


10 


_ Over the course of the following: - 
hours, preceding dawn by no 
great margin, and aided and 
abetted by every locatable drop of 
alcoholic beverage in our 
possession, a bleary vision took 
shape. Rather than burden you 
with the admittedly foggy memory 
of the conversation, I'll proceed 
almost directly to an organized 
recapitulation of the substance of 
our efforts. What is to follow is in 
spirit the property of Steve, Mike, 
Carolyn, Bruce and myself and by 
this printing legally the property 
of Hi-Torque publications, but is 
freely offered to anyone who 
wishes to execute our ideas in the 
spirit with which they were 
created. In fact, we offer our 
assistance to anyone wishing to 
execute an enduro such as the one 
I am about to describe. Bear in 
mind, however, that should this 
concept be used in other than the 
proper spirit, we will of course 
sue your ass for all it’s worth. 

It might be best if we begin 
with the flier to provide some 
overview to the nature of the No 
Shift Enduro. At the top it will 
say, for example: HiJinx 
Promotions presents the NO 
SHIFT ENDURO. One 40-mile 
loop with approximately six 
checks. Speedos, watches, spark 
arrestors (86 dbA) and registration. 
No frigging adding machine tape 
route charts allowed. Special 
equipment required: one raw 
egg, loose change and a bribe you 
can carry on your person. 
Cribbing: 18th Century English 
history. Start: 6 p.m. Saturday 
night. NO ENTRY FEE. 

That flier should put some 
doubt in the mind of the careful 
reader, but we all know how many 
people read an entire enduro flier 
these days. Hopefully, we have 
attracted a sufficient and mostly 
unsuspecting entry. 

At the start, Saturday night, 
each competitor will be sworn to 
honor and thereafter will 
accumulate negative starting 
points according to his or her 
capacity for consumption. 
Through certainly not a rigid 
system, appropriate scoring 
might be one negative point for 
each six-pack of beer or fifth of 
wine. Perhaps a point could also 
be awarded for half-pints of 
brandy, but we’d just as soon 

Continued on page 12 
DIRT BIKE 


He's Zeal Anderson, and he's used to being called 
names. 

There's motorcyclist, pottery maker, test rider, 
marital agitator, cat owner and philosopher. And he 
plays a mean game of pinball. 

Dirt Freak fits him to a T. Or an RM ora CRor... 

Like you, he's a DIRT BIKE reader. A man who 
loves bikes. Loves to ride them, talk about them, and 
watch others work on them. 

Like you, he's the authority when somebody needs 
bike buying advice. “That bike, after І rode it a few 
times, | knew І wanted three of them.” And he gives 
it freely to readers, friends, neighbors, woofies and 
his cat, Buckwheat. 

Last year 9796 of our readers wanted advice about 
specific bike models. We gave it to them. No 
hedging. And every reader passed it on to an average 
of nine others. 

Zeal Anderson is one of those advice givers. 
Because, like you, he's an intense bike enthusiast 


. . . you have a 
lot in common 
with this man 


and, according to his fan mail, an influential long hair 
fox. 

All in all, a real Dirt Freak. 
“Dirt Freaks" — we got 1.6 million of them. 
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TRIPPIN' 
or 
RIPPIN’ 


THE SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS! 
Developers & manufacturers 
of the PATENTED TRICKIT ® 
FORK IMPROVER SYSTEM, the 
NEW “MTF” (Maximum Travel 
Forks) FORK DAMPER KITS 
and Shock Absorber. Kits for 
Koni & Yamaha Thermal Flow. 


TRICKIT ® MEANS THE BEST 
IN SUSPENSION! 
FREE CATALOG! 
Send 25€ for mailing 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


NUMBER 1 PRODUCTS INC: 
4931 N. ENCINITA AVE. 
TEMPLE CITY, CA 91780 


SCHOONMAKER 
Continued from page 10 


avoid the problems of hard liquor. 


Riding will of course be verboten 
during this contest. Finally, after 
midnight, one negative point will 
be awarded for each hour the 
contestant stays awake. Thus, a 
rider who can consume two 
six-packs of beer and a bottle of 
wine while staying up until 4 a.m. 
would start with a score of —7 to 
compensate for arrival errors. 

Riding time will be 8 a.m. and 
we generally agree on three riders 
per minute. At the start each rider 
will have his or her raw egg taped 
to helmet top. Breaking the egg 
will result in immediate dis- 
qualification. This is an 
encouragement toward safety, 
since many people are not smart 
enough to ride safely without 
coercion. 

Speed averages should be 
arranged according to terrain and 
are, of course, not dictatable here. 
Each checkpoint that a rider 
reaches at his appointed time will 
award that rider with a playing 
card which it is his or her 
responsibility to keep. Arrival 
before or after the schedule will 
result in no card. The best 
five-card poker hand at the end 
will win. The winner will receive 
a free entry for next year’s run. 

Along the course there will be 
three quizzes. These, of course, 
will be on 18th Century English 
history. If the rider is able to 
answer a given question correctly, 
he or she will take one route, 
around a hill. An incorrect answer 
will result in the route straight up. 
Needless to say, straight up will 
be quite arduous. This adds an 
incentive to the intelligent, 
well-prepared rider. 

There will also be numerous 
free sections to be negotiated and 
these will naturally be followed 
by the toll sections. At these 
points the rider must pay the 
appropriate toll with the loose 
change mentioned in the entry or 
be prohibited from continuing. 

We also feel that some al- 
lowance should be made 
according to the machinery the 
rider has available. Therefore, at 
two points along the course, the 
trail will divert in six directions. 
One will be for Japanese bikes 
and will consist of torturous 


whoop-de-dos. Another will be for 
Spanish bikes; they will have to 
sit still for five minutes. Another 
will be for German and Austrian 
bikes; they will have to remove 
and reinstall their Motoplat 
ignitions. Another will be for 
Swedish bikes, whose riders will 
have to kick-start their bikes ten 
times in 60 seconds or lose one 
point automatically. Then there 
will be a route for anything 
English, the riders of which will 
be allowed to proceed directly 
into the checkpoint, which is 
within in sight of the junction, and 
on time! 

We realized early on that the 
problem of the tie-breaker was a 
heady one. We would resolve this 
by stringing neckties from a 
low-hanging branch. As the rider 
passes he or she grabs a tie and 
tears it off. The longest piece of 
tie at the end wins the tiebreaker. 
This entitles him or her to much 
praise. 

Then we have the bribe men- 
tioned in the instructions. At 
the bribe check the rider must 
bribe the checker and will receive 
cards in proportion to the 
checker’s consideration of the 
quality of the bribe. 

Oh, yes, we almost forgot the 
secret check. A sign should be 
posted at the beginning informing 
riders that there will be a secret 
check along the course. Anyone 
caught mentioning the secret 
check during or after the ride will, 
of course, be disqualified for not 
keeping a secret. 

To take care of any potential 
problems with messed-up 
mileages or time or sundry other 
complaints riders might have, we 
have a special system for pro- 
testing all or part of the event. 
Toward the end of the event 
there will be a divergence in the 
trail with a sign telling protestors 
to go one way and non-protestors 
to go the other. Protestors will be 
routed into a remote area and led 
in a continuous circle with no 
outlet. Non-protestors will pro- 
ceed to the finish. Therefore 
anyone who attempts to protest 
cannot do so since they failed to 
complete the enduro. 

By the conclusion of the run we 
feel relatively certain that most 
everyone will realize that the No 
Shift Enduro was merely a 
typographical error. o 
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Е-2 SLIDER 


It's not a beautiful 
necklace . . . but 
as a motorcycle 
control cable 

its GREAT! 


E-Z SLIDERisa 


replacement cable for 
most stock dirt bikes 
and other universal 
applications. It's con- 
structed of the finest 
materials to give smooth 
and effortless movement. 


No lubrication required. 


FEATURES: 


Woven steel inner wire 
Nylon inner sleeve 
Wound steel conduit 
Cotton sleeve insulator 
PVC outer jacket 
Cadmium plated fittings 


$3.95 suggested retail price 


Dealer and Distributor 
inquiries welcome 


Chides Importing Co. 
P.O. Box 837 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
(408) 446-2002 


BITS а PIEGE 


Picnic racing time again. First 
prize is a DIRT BIKE racing 
jersey and T-shirt, some stickers, 
and a copy of How To Win At 
Racing. That’s a retail value of 
$25. 

All five editors participated. 
Gunnar brought a 390 Husky test 
bike and the other four brought 
their own bikes. Jim and Zeal 
came along too, to act as officials 
for the race at Indian Dunes. 
Aside from a strafing run by the 
pilots of Baa, Baa, Black Sheep 
the day was without incident. 
Except maybe for the brownies 
and the fellow with the bells and 
ponytail chanting Bogo-zi-di-ni- 
di-ni-di, Bogo-zi-di-ni-di-ni-di. 

RULES: List the results, 
showing the five finishers in order 
with name, bike (brand name and 
model identification) and racing 
plate number. Include your jersey 
and T-shirt sizes and first and 
second color preference for each. 
Entries postmarked earlier than 
April 1 will not be accepted. In 
the event of a tie the winner will 
be decided by a drawing. 


1. Most, if not all, riders were not on the bike 
they brought. The bikes: 390 Husky, 350 Sherpa, 
370 Frontera, George's big-bore and Elmer. 

2. The winner was on the same make bike 
raced by the starter. 

3. The rider with two children finished ahead of 
the bachelor. 

4. The Goodyear pilot was rooting for the rider 
who finished just behind the ex-schoolteacher. 

5. The Ivy Leaguer finished two places higher 
than his number plate. 

6. The runner-up, not born in the U.S., finished 
higher than the bike he brought. 

7. One of the riders on a European bike has 
been to Altnafeadh. 

8. The last place finisher was born in 
Hollywood. 

9. The rider who finished just ahead of the 
Husky twice missed a no-hitter with just one out 
to go. 

10. Only one bike finished in a position 
matching its number plate. Plates were 
numbered one through five. 


11. George's bike finished somewhere below 
the Husky. 

12. One of the Spanish bikes finished ahead of 
both Japanese bikes. 

13. The rider of bike #4 once tested a Llama Ja 
Stunn Phaser. 

14. The bike brought by a former communist 
had plate number two. 

15. The rider on bike #2 was older than the 
rider who finished just below him. 

16. The pie plate number of the second oldest 
rider's bike was lower than that of the bike that 
finished fourth. 

ЖЖЖ Ж 


Bultaco's western rep, Mike 
Hannon, topped off 1976 by 
winning the #1 Heavyweight 
plate at District 37 Enduros to go 
with a Gold Medal at the ISDT. 
Honda's Jay Tullis won the #1 
Lightweight board an MR175. 

* koX xX 


Malcolm Rathmell defended his 
British trials crown for 1976, 
scoring 106 championship points. 
Martin Lampkin finished second 
with 87 points. The rest of the top 
five: Dave Thorpe 72, Rob 
Shepherd 64, John Metcalfe 49. 

* ж Жж X 


1977 TRANS-AMA MOTOCROSS SERIES 


Sep. 25 Lexington. OH 
Oct. 2 Axton, VA 

Oct. 9 New Berlin, NY 
Oct. 16 Buchanan, MI 
Oct. 23 St. Peters, MO 
Oct. 30 Dallas, TX 

Nov. 6 Irvine, CA 

Nov. 13 Puyallup, WA 
Nov. 20 Sonoma, CA 
Nov. 27 Phoenix, AZ 


1977 NATIONAL MOTOCROSS 


Apr. 10 125 Plymouth, CA 
250 Plymouth, CA 
Apr. 17 125 Phoenix, AZ 
250 Nashville, TN 
Apr. 24 250 Omaha, NE 
May 1 250 Southwick, ME 
May 15 250 Axton, VA 
May 22 250 Buchanan, MI 
May 29 250 Mt. Morris, PA 


June 12 125 Keithsburg, IL 
June 19 125 Midland, MI 
June 26 125 Houston, TX 


July 3 125 St. Joseph, MO 
July 17 500 Whitney, TX 
July 24 500 St. Peters, MO 
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July 31 500 New Berlin, NY 
Aug. 7 500 Charlotte, NC 
Aug. 14 125 San Antonio, TX 
Aug. 21 500 Augusta, GA 
Aug. 28 500 St. Petersburg, FL 


1977 SUPERCROSS SERIES 


Mar. 5 Atlanta, GA 

Mar. 12 Daytona Beach, FL 
Mar. 18-19 Houston, TX 

Mar. 26-27 Dallas, TX 

Apr. 2-3 Pontiac, MI 

June 3-4 New Orleans, LA 
July 9 Los Angeles, CA 
Dec. 3 Anaheim, CA 


1977 NATIONAL ENDUROS 
Atlantic Region Events 


Mar. 6 100 Georgia Crackers 
Decatur, GA 

Apr. 24 125 Don Thava Factory Works 
Nashville, TN 

June 12 125 Appalachian Dirt Riders 
Wellston, OH 

Aug. 21 125 Lehigh Valley Dirt Riders 
Lehigh Valley, PA 

Aug. 28 100 Columbia Enduro Riders 
Columbia, SC 

Sep. 3 100 Atlanta M.C. 
Ellenwood, GA 

Sep. 18 100 South Penn Enduro Riders 
Carlisle, PA 

Sep. 25 125 Meteor M.C. 
Grenloch, NJ 

Oct. 9 125 Hocking Valley M.C. 
Logan, OH 

Midwest Region Events 

Feb. 27 100 

Feb. 27 100 Masterlinks Enduro Team 
Wiggins, MS 

Mar. 20 100 Tulsa Trail Riders 
Tulsa, OK 

Apr. 3 125 Lubbock Trail Riders 
Lubbock, TX 

May 1 150 Mid-West National Enduro Riders 
Sterling, IL 

June 19 125 Michigan Trail Riders 
Bath, MI 

June 26 100 Straight Arrow. Enduro Riders 
Hopkins, MN 

Aug. 7 100 Ranger Riders, M.C. 
Grand Rapids, MN 

Sep. 4 100 Mid-State Trail Riders 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 

Oct. 2 100 Kentucky Enduro Riders 
Evansville, IN 

Oct. 16 125 Forest City Riders M.C. 
Rockford, IL 


Pacific Region Events 


Mar. 6 150 Chaparrals M.C. 
Placentia, CA 

Mar. 20 125 Dirt Diggers M.C. 
Canoga Park, CA 

Apr. 24 100 Polka Dots M.C. 
Sacramento, CA 

May 8 100 Port Stockton M.C. 
Stockton, CA 

May 21 125 California Enduro Riders 
Alamo, CA 


May 28-9 500 Pasadena M.C. 
Pasadena, CA 


Oct. 2 100 Double Crossers M.C. 
Santa Ana, CA 

Oct. 23 125 Oakland M.C. 
Oakland, CA 

Nov. 6 100 Redwood Scramblers M.C. 


Crescent City, CA 


1977 ISDT 2-DAY QUALIFIERS 


Feb. 26-27 Coyle Field, NJ 
Mar. 26-27 California City, CA 
Apr. 16-17 Maplesville, AL 
Apr. 30- 

May 1 Fort Hood, TX 
May 21-22 Rose City, TX 
June 4-5 McMinnville, OR 
June 11-12 Olympia, WA 
1977 NATIONAL OBSERVED TRIALS 
May 21 Ohio 
May 22 New York 
May 29 Michigan* 
June 25 Oregon 
June 26 Washington 
July 2/3 N. California 
“Oct. 2 Colorado 
Oct. 8 Oklahoma 
Oct. 9 Missouri 


“World Round same date/location 
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Looks Like A Winner. 


Performs Like A Winner. 
IS A WINNER! 


THE EXCLUSIVE NEW 


7075 Solid Aluminum 
TRANS-AM “BarFly” 


BARS BY 


Just introduced, the new 7075 bars by BarFly look like win- 
ners with their six-color range of non-chip, peel proof 
anodized colors keyed to popular bikes. And they perform 
like winners with the light weight feel and fatigue-absorbing 
flex of their aircraft aluminum construction. Now, it’s offi- 
cial. THEY ARE WINNERS. Adopted by several top com- 
petitors, they’ve already started to compile a record of firsts 
and seconds in major races. Check out the new 7075. Pick 
your color and style from the 11 bends and sizes, and ride 
with the hottest new winner in custom bars. 


OTHER BARFLY BARS You may pre- 
fer the extra fatigue-free flexing of the 
tubular aluminum BarFly Motocross 
Bars. Same six-color range, same 11 
bends and sizes, same aircraft alumi- 
num. BarFly also manufactures superior 
chromed steel Touring Bars in the five 
most popular styles. 


GENEX TOOL & DIE, INC. 


4049 Simon Rd., Youngstown, Ohio 44512 


Cool it with a 
FAN-DANCER 
Atotally new concept 
in aluminum radial 
finned heads. 
Ask for literature. 


Write For Literature, Complete Details 
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SKUNK WORKS 7" GP* 
SUSPENSION KIT 
$24.95 + 1.50 S&H 


rear wheel sus- 
Thou- 
Race tested 


Skunk Works IMPROVED 7" 
pension kit - for your bike or MX racer. 
sands in use around the world! 
and proven! 


ORDER WITH S&W OR KONI 
SHOCKS/SPRINGS AND SAVE! 


YOU WON'T BELIEVE THE 
HANDLING IMPROVEMENT! 


YES! Please rush me: 


O Catalog & decal @ $1.00 
O GP* kit only @ $24.95 + 1.50 S&H 
О СР" kit, shocks/springs © $99.50 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED $ 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Bike 


Zip 

Rider Wt. 
Canadian Dist. 
Performance Prod. 


Box 454 
Aurora, Ontario 


MAIL COUPON TO: 
Skunk Works Eng. Co. 
P. O. Box 203-40 
Destin, FL 32541 
Phone (904) 837-2694 


Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
X TRAIN АТ HOME TO BE A 


Tm Mechanic 


If you like to ride 
for fun... learn how to fix 
it for profi ! Can you imagine 
à better way to earn vour 
living? And to make it even 
better, the pay is great 
whether you choose to 
work in a cycle shop for 
someone else or decide to 
start your own сус le repair 
business, Now, thanks to 
North American, there's a 
саху way Fo get the training you 
sd... at home in your spare time. 
No need to quit school or your job. 
Experts show vou step-by-step every- 
thing from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
. AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes, But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. 
(Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor- 
cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
great...and getting better every day. The door 
f is open to you now. Rush coupon for FREE 
"Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit." 


сусіє 


SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 

Professional tools plus your North American "know 
how'' turn you into a skilled mechanic. We teach 
you how to use wrenches, sockets. impact screw 
drivers, timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels. 
soldering irons, ignition wrench sets. dial indicators 
and much, much more! We even include a set of 
special cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send for 
FREE ''Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.'' No cost. 
no obligation . . . now or ever! Rush coupon today. 


PE T E T инна m mere дый и pci у 
1 NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 4 
1 4500 Campus Drive. Dept. ғоз Newport Beach. CA 92663 L| 
1 Rush FREE “CAREER КІТ" on how | can become an I 
М expert motorcycle mechanic. 1 
АМЕ m cue s zt — AGE — - 
| ADDRESS E ct. 1 

i 
SS = ee rec 
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ZAMBISI, SON OF KONG! 

I heard so much about the new 
Zambizi 100 from you guys that I 
had to run out and get one, and for 
the incredibly low price of 
$1679.87! 

I’m really pleased with the little 
scoot, but prudpusperator sticks 
open once in a while, causing a 
two-degree advance in timing. As 
you certainly know, this makes 
forward mounting impossible. 
Any advice you can give me 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Freddie (techer) Femore 
Laramie, Wyoming 


Your problem is obvious, 
Femore. By simply lubing and 
adjusting your caloric intake all 
prudpusperator problems can be 
eliminated. Further, what is this 
stuff about forward mounting? 
Everyone knows the Zambizi was 
designed to be ridden sidesaddle. 
— ed. 


STAFF INFECTION 
I was wondering about 
becoming a member of 
motorcycle magazine staff. How 
should I go about it? My main 
interest is in becoming a test 
rider. Would you please print 
some info on how to accomplish 
this? 
David D. Lasimus 
Depew, New york 


Motorcycle test riders are a 
heroic breed, Lasimus. Take our 
own Zeal for example (please?). 
He not only is called upon to 
batter his body riding continually 
unfamiliar brands, but he also 
has to put up with all of those 
perfumed letters from his 
sticky-fingered female admirers. 

In summary, a test rider needs 
nerves a steel, an ability to crash 
dramatically, and, most 
important, a job to support 
himself with. Test riders don't get 
paid much. Oh yeah, Woods asks 


you to say hello to Depew for 
him, whatever that means. — ed. 


IF YOU'RE NOT PART OF THE 
SOLUTION... 

Last summer in August one of 
my friends’ mothers told me she 
heard on television that in the 
spring of 1977 all motorcycles, 
including dirt bikes, would come 
with anti-pollution exhaust pipes, 
because of New York laws. To me 
this would make you lose 
performance. Is this crap really 
true? 

Neil Nichols 
Bloomville, 
New York 


Sorry, Nichols, but though we 
know nothing about that New 
York ruling, we can’t agree with 
you. Any modification that makes 
bikes easier on the environment is 
a modification that will make it 
harder for crackpots to get laws 
passed against them. Also, 
consider, if everyone suffers the 
same loss of performance, 
everyone will still be equal. — ed. 


THE HOT SETUP? 

I am writing to let you, and your 
readers, know about a product that 
I am offering the public. As you 
likely know, many Zambizi 
owners have experienced forward 
mounting difficulties due to 
occasional sticking of their 
prudpusperator. My new “Caligari 
Coil" accessory spring kit will 
hold the “prud” closed even 
under the most trying of 
competition conditions. The price 
will be a mere $29.95, plus labor, 
handling, import duties and parts. 
Remember, Zambizi Rules! 

Dr. John Caligari 
Caligari Coils 
Abyssinia 


STICK IT TO US? 
Could you send me some 
stickers or decals, І am a 
DIRT BIKE 


motorcycle sticker collector. 
Johnnie Porte 
Gowanda, 
New York 


Sorry, Porte, but good ol' DB 
stickies are hard to come by. 
Check out the Plus Products ad in 
this issue if you want some. — ed. 


KEEP IT QUIET OUT THERE! 

We congratulate you on your 
periodic editorial stand against 
unwarranted noise. We know, 
however, that the stand against 
noise must be unrelenting to be 
successful. 

To this end, the major 
responsible force must be the 
motorcycle press. 

We here in New England feel 
in the forefront of this battle due 
to our ever-shrinking riding area. 
We would like to offer the 
services of our Club to other areas 
facing the same struggles. 

Perhaps we could write a 
bi-monthly column on what we 
have done and are doing to face 
our problems. We must all strive 
for self-improvement and noise 
reduction before we find 
ourselves legislated out of 
existence. 

Robert Sheron 
Pathfinders. M.C., 
Connecticut 


Thanks for the thought, Sheron, 
well take all the help we can get. 


— ed. 


GIRLS, AGAIN 
Hi, I just wanted to ask you if 

you think there’s anything wrong 
with a girl racer. I’m 13 and have 
been riding motorcycles for five 
years. I really enjoy your 
magazine. Please print this, or my 
friends will never believe you 
even read it. 

Glen McGillivray 

Mt. Pleasant, 

South Carolina 


There, Glen, that ought to show 
them. Just for the record, we don’t 
think there’s anything wrong with 
girls, whether they race or not! 


Ed 


HEY, I SAID KEEP IT DOWN! 

My CR125 is too noisy, it needs 

a silencer. I've narrowed down 

my choices to Super Trapp and 

Skyway. I must also have a spark 
APRIL 1977 


arrestor. If you don't give me an 
answer I'll stuff Dave 
Shoonmaker's sox in your air box. 
Mike Blake 
Wick, W. Virginia 


If you follow instructions, 
either can quiet your bike 
adequately and won't hurt 
performance noticeably. Check 
which models provide spark 
arrestors. Shoon's sox, though 
they do have a certain filtering 
qualities, can't be used in our air 
box. He only has one pair — ed. 


GOT THE DTs? 

I have a Yamaha DT-1. Here's 
my problem. The front suspension 
doesn't suspend. I am six foot one 
and weigh 205 pounds. I have 
tried everything and just can't get 
the forks to work right. Has 
anyone ever done a test on the 
DT-1? 

Rick Milhorn 
Kingsport, 
Tennessee 


A fork kit, and a change of oil, 
will help.out your front 
suspension, Milhorn. Just about 
everyone did a test on the DT-1 
when they first appeared. Check 
out the new DT250 test in this 


issue to find out about your bike's 
grandchild. — ed. 


MISREPRESENTATION 
I have just finished reading 
Paul Parlari’s “Holeshot” in your 
December issue, and all I can say 
is, "Its about time!" It is very 
necessary for dirt bikers to work to 
present a sane and unbiased view 
of our sport. We know that the 
"environmentalists" never draw 
any attention to the good things 
motorcyclists and clubs do. Keep 
up the good work. 
Lori Perry and family 
Redwood City, 
California 


Thanks, Lori. It may come as a 
surprise to some people, but we at 
DIRT BIKE consider ourselves 
environmentalists! The dirt bike 
is no more a destroyer of the 
woods or desert than is a 
campfire. Both are useful, both 
must be used with prudence. 
Imagine the good we could do if 
each of us vowed to leave our 
riding area better each time we 


left it! — ed. 


Continued 


EL VV 
ЄС 
ДЕЦИ 
HEUS: 


For clear vision plus face protection 
thewinners go with the best -- Scott 
goggles and faceguards. Scott’s foam 
covered venting system in both 
goggles and faceguard permits air 
circulation, keeps out dust and 
minimizes fogging. The new design 
provides secure lens retention an 
easy lens replacement. Polarized, 
clear, smoke and amber interchange- 
able lens available. Get them at your 
local dealer. 
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1977 Catalog $1.00 


RIDERS WRITE 
Continued from page 17 


YOU DON’T LOOK A DAY 
OVER 70 

Re your January story on the 
ISDT: 

Please be advised that Charlie 
Bethards and I were born minutes 
apart, in the same hospital, in the 
same town. Our mothers even 
shared the same hospital room. 

We had the same teachers in 
school, shared the same ideas, and 
successfully date the same girl 
together, twice! 

Yes, I know Charlie quite well, 
and therefore, I ask you: How can 
he be 54 years old if I’m 72? 

Mike Hannon is 54 years old, 
he only claims to be 29 years old 
because he doesn’t want to ride 
the “Senior Class.” 


Features: Nylon Vented... 
Weighs Less than.6 oz. 


Colors: 
Gold./Blk. Slvs. 
Gold/Blue Slvs. 
Blk./Gold Slvs. 
Wht./Maroon Slvs. | Wht./Blue Slvs./ 
Gold/Blk. Tr. Red. Tr. 


Inquire About Other Color Combinations 


Send Check or Money Order to: 
WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, INC. 
Highland & White Sts. (421), P.O. Box 310, 
Greensburg, PA 15601 

or Call (412) 836-1302 


Wht./Red Slvs. 
Red/Wht. Tr. 
Blue/Wht. Tr. 


Padded Elbows... 


Circle Number 13 on page 86 


$12.95 plus 50c for postage & handling. All 
orders must be paid in U.S. dollars. Dealers or 
Distributors Inquiries Invited. 


Note: Color Substitutions will be made unless 
otherwise specified. 


Size: 5 M ITE 
Color: | | | JstChoice. | 2nd Choice 


Ben Bower has пої been born 
yet. Consequently, he claims no 
age. 

It sure is spooky in this bucket. 


BH Mail coupon and $1.00 to: 


MOTO-X FOX 


Dept. DB 520 McGlincy Lane, Campbell, 
California 95008 (408) 371-1221 


Bue 
B civ 
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Please send your 77 catalog to: 


Address 


State 


STONEHOUSE 
RACING PRODUCTS 


Team Caps Top-quality, A usable 
$3.95 ea. #501 


Leather Stroker 
Genuine Quality 
Soft Black Leather 
Adjustable 

$12.95 ea. #505 


Hussong's Cantina 
Ensenada, B.C., Mexico 
Hot Hat, now available 
this side of the border. 
Sm. Med. Lg. 

#503 $1.50 ea 

These are the emblems available for 
your team or leather hat: Honda Wing, 
Suzuki, Kaw, Yamaha, Bell, Harley 
Wing, Triumph, Moto-Guzzi, Norton, 
Team Kaw, Team Yamaha, Team 
Suzuki, Team Bultaco, Team Husky, 
or no patch. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back 
SEND TO: STONEHOUSE е P.O. BOX 27 e 


T. Fletcher Haigh 
Reading, 
Pennsylvania 


Is this a chain letter? — ed. 


CHEATERS NEVER PROSPER? 
Your January article on the 51st 

ISDT was every interesting. Once 
again the European teams (except 
for perhaps the Czechs) proved 
just how good our riders are. 
These worthies had to stoop to 
blatant cheating to best our team. 
Also, I agree that we should 
mount a concerted program to 
improve Endurance Trial interest 
here in the U.S.A. 

Charles T. Foley 

Tamarac, Texas 


It is difficult to chastise 
cheating in a sport where it very 
often is thought of as simply a 
superlative support effort. Many 
of our guys still admit that their 
speeds are slower than the best of 
the Europeans. With the right 
backing here at home, and a good 
'em in 


Bike Name: 

Rider's Name: 

Rider's Number: 

Bike name on Sleeve: Yes. 
Name, 


Okay, you all know; j 
that a bright colore 
vented DIRT BIKE 5 


racing jersey isa SW 


MAGAZINE 


desirable unit. You've 
seen Ake win the '72/ 
Trans- AMA 

one. You’ve seen .. 
John DeSoto 

wearing one in 

the '73 Trans- AMA. 
But you couldn’t get 
one, could you? Well, 
ngbody could. Those 
were special factory 
prototypes. Now we have them: 
Regular replicas, even bettg 7 
than the prototypes cause 
these have-the reinforced. 
elbóws and the 

DIRT BIKE І 


50£ postage and handling. Please 
Racin’ Jersey (s) S M L XL 
check or money order 


training program, we'll get 
a few years! — ed. 


CORONA, CA 91720 е 


(Cal. res. add 6% tax) Add .50 per hat, post. & hand.) o send me. | 


Enclosed is $ 
OBLUE (QYELLOW (RED 
DIRT BIKE RACIN' JERSEY D7-4 


І enclosed $ 


GenParts 
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Hat # and Brand 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip 


—Dealer Inquiries Invited— 


got 'em for you 


WHOLESALE! 


Big Discounts 
ALL NAME BRAND PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
EVERYTHING FOR MOTORCYCLES & VANS 
HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA- CHEVY-DODGE-FORD 
Alphabet, Bell, Boge, Carlisle, Hooker, Koni, Mr. Seats, Yuasa & Many More. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED-SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW CATALOG TO: 
GenParts, P.O. BOX 600, CHESTER, N.J. 07930 


0 
2 Uog 8 
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P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 


DIRT BIKE 


Though severely dented 
"the impact projec- 
e tile has notgone 
$ through the 

4 lens! 


eren 


Impact test projectile has 

р completely penetrated 
lens material. 

Me 

с М 


In a continuous effort to 
offer you the best available 
eye protection, National 
Hydron, Inc. went to a major 
independent testing laboratory, so 
that we could give you an objective 
comparison between our goggles and 
one of our competitors. 

Complete test results can be obtained 
by sending a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to “Goggle Test Results," 
c/o National Hydron, Inc. 


Our goggle is the STARR™, designed for the motorcyclist. 

Ascratch-resistant MXI9 treated iens which averages 5 times more scratch- 
resistance than the competition. 

Our lens is made of polycarbonate which gives you twice the impact-resistance 
of our competition. 

Exclusive low-level ram-air ventilation allows air to circulate inside your goggle 
and help reduce fogging. 

STARR is also available with a HYDRON® г 
treated fog-free FOG-EATERS lens to elimi- 
nate fogging. 


NAME 


PLEASE PRINT IN INK CLEARLY, THIS IS YOUR SHIPPING LABEL. 


- Only slight scratches 
are noticeable. : 


theirs. 


Numerous scratches 
and gouges can be 
seen. 


National Hydron Incorporated 


@ national patent company 


1633 Rothsville Road 
Rothsville, PA 17573 
717-626-1102 


We have a wide adjustable strap, which is about the only thing we have in 
common with the competition. 


And to top if off, if you check around, you'll probably find our retail price to 
be less than the competition. 


Their goggle is a carry-over goggle from skiing. 
It has a cellulose acetate-butyrate lens. 


Standard foam covered air vents to reduce 
dust and fogging. 


Quantity | Has а wide adjustable strap. 
SM e" Now you decide for yourself which goggle 


Check Proper 1 
Shirt Size & 


A pop-proof lens system won't let your lens 


fall out or cut through the frame. AUCRESS 


CITY STATE 


| you really want to protect your eyes. 
MED ГО) ! 


Ours or theirs! 
zie T: a 


framing. 
I have enclosed $ 


Please send me 


І 
І 
І 
1 
[ 
І 

* Test results obtained from National Hydron Labs. 1 
1 
І 
І 
І 
1 
І catalog(s) 
1 


Send me your color catalog for $1.00 and ! will receive shirt 
Free, four, color photos of top racers suitable for 


(check or money order). 


Send me your full color Snapper tee- 


I enclose $5.00 (check or money order) 
for each shirt ordered 
Offer Expires Dec. 31, 1977 
Allow 4 weeks for delivery 


Circle Number 15 on page 86 


Circle Number 16 on page 86 


No.36 і 


PERFORMANCE 
SPECIALTIES nc. 


New Generation 
Swing Arm $435° 
7% to 9" p | 


се 


Manufactured 
by DG for 1977. 
fully guaranteed for 6 months. 
73-77 Honda CR125 
75-77 Suzuki RM, RMA, RMB125 
Spring-Loaded Tensioner and 
Bronze Bushings Included. 
Also 76-77 Suzuki 250A, 250B,370 
Spring-Loaded Tensioner Included 
* $5.00 extra for gold anodized. 
Specify 13.4 or 15” shocks and 
Honda or Suzuki when ordering. 
5552 La Palma Avenue East 
Anaheim, California 92806 
714/996-4430 


1977 BOOK OF TRICKS $2.00, ORDER YOURS TODAY! 
iAVGOL SUNOA изано ‘00°T$ SNDINL 10 HOOG 1461 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


This future Pro is perfecting his 
timing, carburetor adjustment, and 
trouble shooting techniques in AMI's 
Live Engine Lab, working on stand 


for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available. 
To learn more about this career opportunity send in the 
coupon or call : 

TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645. 
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect. 


AMERICAN 
MOTORCYCLE 
INSTITUTE 
77-4-19 
1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD | — DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 
— — — — SEND MORE INFORMATION TO _ — — = = 
NAME AGE 


STREET 
CITY 


STATE 
PHONE. .] 


ASH THE EXPER 


SILVER-TONGUED DEVIL 
DIVISION 

First, allow me to commend you 
on your successful line of products, 
as I have found that your products 
are superior to anything else on the 
market. Now that I have got your 
sympathetic ear, I have some 
questions, as you could have guessed. 
What I am wondering about is the 
Baja 1000. I would like to know 
SCORE's address and any informa- 
tion that you could supply me 
concerning entry into the Baja 1000. 
Another question, and Њаё is 
prepping a bike for the 1000. I am 
familiar with the prepping for 
enduros, but I was wondering if you 
had any comments about any special 
preparations for the 1000. One more 
question and ГІЇ let you rest. How 
are Al Baker’s three Cibie lights 

hooked up (mounting, coils, etc.)? 
Paul Pierpont, Jr. 
Celina, Tennessee 


Thanks for your comments on the 
products. The address of SCORE is 


20944 Sherman Way, Suite 115, 


Canoga Park, California 91303. If 
youll drop them a line they'll be 
happy to send you their rule book, 
entry application and information 
about the Baja 1000, dates, etc. 

In some respects, prepping a bike 
for Baja is similar to prepping one 
for enduros. You want a good, 
strong top end on the machine, and 
gear it so that it will run about as 
fast as the engine can pull it. 125s 
are geared for the 80-85 mph 
bracket. Good 250s will run in the 
mid-90s and the 500 class can push 
her a bit over the ton. You need a 
very strong set of wheels, heavy-duty 
spokes and a tough Akront оғ D.I.D 
rim. The machine should be out- 
fitted with six-ply tires (Goodyear 
has an excellent one), or a Six Day 
Barum is pretty good. You need 
strong sidewalls for hitting some of 
the rocks that seem to leap out in 
front of the riders at the wrong 
times. One of the main objectives is 


to just keep going; minimize the time 
that you take at a pit stop. Try to 
have cans at each of the gas stops 
that are quick-fill, and don't screw 
around checking over your bike, 
tightening spokes and chains and all 
that. It's too hard to make up those 
lost minutes in the pits when out on 
.the race course. In an enduro you 


HARD ROCK 
I just bought a new RM125 and 
have crashed hard a couple of times. 
I wore a Jofa mouth guard once, 
crashed and got it pushed up in my 
nose. I wore a Scott face mask and 
had to pull it down because of a 
muddy track and got a rock flung 
against my cheek. I'm thinking of a 
full-face. Which type of full-face is 
best, MotoStar, Star 120, Electro, 
etc.? Which would be better, a 

full-face or a face fender? 
Bob Miswell 
(No address given) 


The Jofa mouth guard is just as 
strong as your mouth is; when it gets 
smashed it hurts. The foam rubber 
type of face mask doesn't offer a lot 
of protection, but it’s lightweight 
and out of the way. If you've only 
got small rocks or sand, it’s not a 
problem. I always use a full-face 
helmet and I’ve used the Electro for 
a number of years, although Bell has 
a pretty good model out now with 
the MotoStar. Most of the full- 
coverage helmets pose a bit of a 
breathing problem when you are 
going slow. Also, when you are 
breathing hard, you tend to inhale 
some of the air you just exhaled. 
Thats not a good idea. Perhaps 
drilling some small holes in the front 
part of the helmet would assist in the 
breathing. Some plastic jobs that 
snap onto the helmet aren't a red-hot 
idea because they unsnap when you 
need them the most, which is about 
the time your face is impacted on the 
ground. You need the kind that bolts 
to the helmet securely. There it is, I 
give a money-back guarantee on the 
free advice. © 
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Askanexpert about 
VALUE 


Before You Buy Your New Cross Country Competition 


val(Qyü “> value 


— the monetary worth of something — | —"A competition motorcycle that's light, fast 
marketable price — degree RUMORS ‘and handles— combined with the kind of 
of excellence. ] reliability it takes to get you through a 
— Webster's New Collegiate long season of cross-country com- 
Dictionary petition without costing you a 

э bundle in parts and accessories 

— and, one that you can afford." 


Dick Burleson — 
National Enduro 
Champion 


E. 
a. ? s 


Maybe youre like a lot of guys who ve been settling for 
something less ‘cause you thought you couldn't afford a Husky. 


WRONG. 


The suggested retail price of the new 250 and 360WR models is /ess than last year — 
so you can afford a Husky now —at the start of the new season. Stop by your Husqvarna 
Dealer now — and find out that you really can afford to ride a winner! 


H Husqvarna-to win! 


Husqvarna Motorcycle Co., Inc. e 933 Richards Road e Antioch, Tennessee 37013 


GREAT SCOTT 


by Frank Melling 


As we disembarked from our car, 
it was interesting to note that the 
rain was not so much falling, as 
being squirted at the gathering mass 
of motorcyclists from a very large 
hosepipe. The squalls blew across 
the Yorkshire moors like giant 
science fiction monsters, gobbling up 
whole hills in an impenetrable murk 
and then suddenly spitting them out 
again, to attack another spur, 
farther up the valley, with renewed 
vigour. 

As the raindrops self-destructed 
against my riding suit an ancient, 
wizened marshal, carefully attend- 
ing to the needs of the 201 brave 
souls who had expressed a desire to 
compete in these conditions, turned 
to me and said, with a deeply 
satisfied smile, “Lovely weather! It’ll 
be a grand trial — really sort out the 
men from the boys.” 

The 1976 Scott Trial was about to 
begin. 

The Scott is a round of the British 
Trials Championships. There were 
70 sections in this year’s 65-mile 
route and marks lost on observation 
ranged from winner Malcolm Rath- 
mell’s 64, to a rather more hefty 
total of 208 for the last official 
finisher. From a spectator’s view- 
point, some of the sections look 
absolutely horrific — the kind of 
place you would wish your bank 
manager to be when he won't come 
up with the cash for next year's bike. 

What makes the Scott Trial 
different is the fact it is run against 
the clock. The course snakes to and 
fro across the moors using sheep 
tracks and open heather to link the 
punishing sections. The fastest man 
sets standard time and receives zero 
penalties for his efforts; the rest of 
the field lose one mark for each 
minute over that time. Thus, as well 
as a tough feet-up trial, the Scott 
demands enduro speed and stamina. 

This is why the Scott is one of the 
finest tests of the trials rider's skills 
— not only must he be able to ride 
the sections making almost instan- 
taneous judgments, but he must race 
against the clock on a bike not 
designed for racing. 
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Rastus bulls his Cota through the 
Orgate Falls section. Riders often don't 
wait for the section to be cleared 
because it is a time trial. Rathmell led 
on time and observation and beat 
Martin Lampkin by one mark on 
observation. 


нн 


Fun, fun, fun Чі Oregate took the T-bike a 


Way 


The saga of the Scott began in 
1914. Alfred Scott, the ingenious 
designer and driving force behind 
the twin-cylinder, water-cooled two- 
strokes which were produced by his 
company, overheard a conversation 

DIRT BIKE 


between three of his employees in 
which they were discussing their 
exploits in exploring the Yorkshire 
moors aboard their Scott bikes. Mr. 
Scott was a noted walker and some- 
thing of an expert on the wild 
moorland which lay to the north of 
the Scott plant. In response he 
mockingly said that if HE plotted a 
course, no one would ever be able to 
ride it. 

Invitations were sent out to all 
Scott employees and on March 15th, 
1914, 14 hardy souls turned up to 
face a 90-mile course designed by 
Scott. Included were freak hill- 
climbs, river crossings and mile after 
mile of wild moorland. Frank 
Philipp won the event and by the 
end of it, the Scott Trial had already 
begun to earn its reputation as the 
toughest of trials. 

This first event did not have 
observed sections, being a reliability 
trial. In the early days of motor- 
cycling, merely to keep a bike 
running in the Scott was considered 
to be an achievement, without the 
APRIL 1977 


additional hazards of sections. 
Perhaps things are not too different 


today if one looks at the 139 · 


retirements out of an entry of 201. 

The Scott had a wide-reaching 
effect on the whole of motorcycle 
sport. Not only did it spawn 
observed trials, but also motocross. 
Alfred Scott's trial was copied in the 
Southern Scott, and this event has 
survived today as one of Britain's 
classic motocross events. 

As an interested observer, but not 
an ardent admirer, I have always 
found the Scott a difficult event with 
which to come to terms. The first 
problem is that the terrain is 
positively inhospitable. I once talked 
to an American engineer who was 
working on the six-lane highway 
which traverses another section of 
these moors. He had travelled all 
over the world working in difficult 


Rob "en on a factory Cota, 
cleaned the falls. 


conditions, but never, he confided, 
had he met weather as malevolent 
and unpredictable as may be found 
on these hills. On the worst parts, it 
is possible to have thick fog and a 
hundred mile an hour wind — 
simultaneously! 

Conditions were relatively mild 
for this year’s Scott. Driving rain, a 
40 mile an hour wind and a 
temperature just a few degrees 
above freezing — ideal weather for a 
trail ride. 

Moorland is difficult to describe, 
but it consists largely of mud, rocks 
and bogs which will swallow you 
alive. In between are rivers — idyllic 
picture book scenes in summer and 
raging, foaming torrents in winter. 
On the day of the 1976 Scott, they 
raged and foamed in the very best 
tradition. 

In view of the fact that the Scott is 
one of the major trials in the sporting 
calendar, the atmosphere is very 
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relaxed. The riders must suffer 
cheerfully and members of the 


-Darlington club must help them. If 


the riders don’t suffer, or worse still, 
if they suffer and don’t enjoy it, then 
the spirit of the Scott which 
everyone holds paramount won't be 
maintained, and the Scott will 
degenerate into just "another" trial 
— а horrendous thought to all 
concerned. 

Although there are some mud and 
bog sections, the predominant 
feature in the Scott is a mixture of 
rocks and water. Nowhere on the 
course was this combination at its 
violent worst than at the 12-foot 
drop which comprises Oregate Falls. 
The torrent tumbles and foams over 
the drop with all the energy and 
destructive power of a mountain 
stream in flood. And destroy it does, 
for one of the Scott's 70 sections is 


Nigel Birkett, ona ei SÎ 
thought he had found a route to the 
New World, kept asking where the gold 
and spices were. He finished third. 


through the rocks at the base of 
Oregate. Most riders struggle 
through, one or two make the 
exercise look deceptively easy and 
many find the job too much for 
them. 

They drop down a narrow rutted 
track onto the section, and, by a pile 
of smashed trees and other flotsam 
washed down by heavy rains, 
prepare to enter the torrent. 
Experienced eyes glance up and 
down the section trying to find the 
critical traps amidst the mass of 
brown and foam. On either bank, 
riders are draining out flooded 
motors — a warning that the 
penalties are severe for those who 
fail. 

Some riders scrape through with 
furious footing off the tangle of 
underwater rocks. Others escape 
with a perilous dab and exit to the 
cheers of the crowds, and a number 
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Seventy different sections kept things 
interesting while racing 65 miles 
through the moors. 


come to a dead stop; a wet stop, 
which often proves to be the end of 
the trial for them. 

Martin Lampkin, two-time world 
champion, edges his Bultaco cau- 
tiously into the maelstrom. Despite 
some frantic aquabatics, he forfeits 
one mark for a steadying dab against 
a massive boulder. Leading on time 
at one stage, a puncture and a heavy 
fall whilst trying to make up time 
reduce Lampkin to second place 
overall, 27 minutes behind Malcolm 
Rathmell on time and one mark 
more on observation. 

And what an incredible ride 
Rathmell had. His form at Oregate 
was typical. Urging back markers 
out of the way, Rathmell plunged 
into the foam with only a second's 
hesitation and then proceeded to 
weave his way along the river bed as 
if it were a supermarket car park. 
Not only did he make the section 
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Stephen Richardson having himself a 
real fun time. 


look extremely easy, but he also 
negotiated a fallen rider in the 
process and went through at a 
gallop. At the end of 40 yards of 
breathtaking riding, he flicked the 
Montesa up a steep clay bank and 
wheelied over the crest to a standing 
ovation from the packed crowd. The 
whole exercise looked so totally 
simple and boringly easy that one 
wondered just how Rathmell man- 
aged to lose any marks on 
observation at all. 

Two hours from the start, "Roy's 


Rocks," as this nasty marine assault 
course is called, show the other side 
of the Scott — the rocky side. The 
weather has improved, for the 
pouring rain has abated to merely 
storm force. 

As the light grew dim and anxious 
supporters began to fret about the 
fate of their riders, Malcolm 
Rathmell eased his 310cc Montesa 
across the finishing line to the cheers 
of the stalwarts who gathered in the 
damp, cold gloom to give vociferous 
tribute to a remarkable piece of 
motorcycling. 

Rathmell was all smiles, confident 
before the results had been officially 
announced that he had not only won 
the event outright, but had totally 
annihilated the opposition in the 
process, setting both the fastest time 
and the best score on observation — 
a truly remarkable feat which is rare 
in the Scott. 

Peeling off his riding suit, 
Malcolm noted what а pleasant 
day’s fun it had been and then, 


A Yorkshire sergeant is either observing 
one of the more easy sections or 
directing traffic. 


checking his watch, excused himself 
so that he could get back to his hotel 
in time to see his friend, Kawasaki 
road racing star Mick Grant, 
compete in a televised race. With a 
relaxed smile and casual wave, 
Rathmell headed for his hotel, the 
television and a beer. 

Meanwhile, somewhere out on the 
wild moors of North Yorkshire, 
nearly 200 riders were trying to 
make it back to civilisation. For 
some, the Scott had lived up to its 


tradition. o 
RESULTS 

Sections Time Total 
1. Malcolm Rathmell (Mon) ... 64 0 64 
2. Martin Lampkin (Bul). ...... 27 92 
3. Nigel Birkett (Suz) ......... 18 113 
4. Alan Lampkin (Bul) ........ 21 123 
5. Dave Thorpe (Bul) ......... © 39 124 
6. Ron Shepherd (Mon)....... 32 133 
7. Richie Sunter (Mon) ....... 19 137 
8. Rob Edwards (Mon)... . 44 141 
9. Norman Sheperd (Bul) ..... 55 143 
10. Nick Jeffries (Hon). ........ 47 159 
Best Time: Malcolm Rathmell........... 4:13.40 
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ONLY SUZUKI HELD | 


x НН — x uc. | 
THESE RACE-PROVEN FEATUREC 
EEE * 
Tru-Trac Suspension: 
Laid-down, forward mounted gas 
4 shocks. Gives more power 
to the ground; better 
Straight line control. 


X f^ | rH a: 5 ۱ x > 

"Cool-Flow" Nitrogen Reservoirs- 

Keeps sh LFA S 
Power-Reed Valve: K ay shocks E NA 
Unique dual intake FOMEI ere N A 
system. Insures - Insures more 
max. h.p. and torque consistent da "Р 
at all RPMs. ing even through 

long 4Omin.moto 


Г Even hotter than last year. With 
SuzukiS"Zonker" Air Forks; заєю 


Чу that adjust to any track 1.6 gal alum. gas tank 


condition; give positive c ee > 

road feel: insure smoother : pz 

damping: ‘Cool Flow" ÉD за m E: c 
nitrogen reservoir Improved N. PNAD = AE 


square bore and stroke. Power- 2s 
reed valve. Truitac suspension. й 


Офе tront АІС р С Bax Seck si gam У 3 : 
The hottest [25 going. МО o ا‎ z i: sy 


TAL 


Wi AR e 
ү; КС j= ER 8.8“ 
D. поте оу SS mM WO бз PS. СЫ. 


L5 frame &bars 


RM250: A wildcat! With a totally new 246cc ze 
engine and more h.p. Longer bore and 
_ Stroke combined with power- — 
reed valve system gives the 250 y 
blinding speed from bottom end AD 
top. Cool Еіом'піподеп reservoir; 


Tru-Trac suspension. Power- reed AM N 


valve. Add all that to your skill e Ж e 


and its adios competition. ie “Offset Front Forks 


| Ke _ о 567° 
RM370: Goosed with more horses for А 
improved performance from RPM ifs СС 
one to the peak.Shocks moved sh PA 
even further forward. "Cool 
Flow" nitrogen reservoir Tro- 
Trac Suspension. Box section‘? 


New piston, cyl. head 
f= 2. gol. alum. gas tank crankcase crankshaft 
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MX champ for cha mpion и SS Sy 
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Tony DiStefano. Anaheim was not his best performance. 


by Gunnar Lindstrom 
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Marty Smith led the final from wire to wire. 


APRIL 1977 


The “King Kong Jump" got everyone airborne. 


Stadium-cross 
Comes of Age 


For four years stadium-cross has 
been an offshoot of motocross, both 
suffering and benefiting from built- 
in differences dictated by the 
physical confines of a stadium. 
Essentially, promoters have endeav- 
ored through the years to keep them 
the same. Until the Anaheim Moto- 
cross Finals. The same people who 
bring us the Superbowl each year — 
Stadium Motorsports — presented 
the Anaheim race, with some 
distinct changes. 

Beyond the physical aspects of a 
tremendously improved race course, 
vastly superior lighting, better pit 


access, improved turf and ample 
parking, the American Motocross 
Finals used an entirely different 
scoring system than is customary to 
motocross. 

Instead of pre-selection or earlier 
qualification of riders and then the 
massed tabulation of three motos to 
determine a winner, the AMF used a 
system of Heats and a Final common 
to the Class C system of racing. 
Eighty riders were reduced to 24 in a 
series of qualifying Heats and a 
Consolation race for those who had 
trouble in their Heat. After a 
Semifinal, which distributed a small 
part of the purse to those who didn't 
quite qualify for the Final, the 24 
finalists went 30 minutes for all the 
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gold. 

The race's promoters hoped that 
this system would prove easier to 
understand for the spectators, 
providing as it does a clear-cut 
winner. In that respect the format 
was a significant success, since there 
was no question that Marty was the 
winner when he crossed the finish 
line. There were, however, a few 
dissenting voices who felt that they 
actually only got to see Marty race 
once, instead of three times. The 
spectators did, of course, see him 
race in his Heat, but they didn't see 
much dicing for a simple reason. 
Since the first five from each Heat 
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went directly to the Final, the top 
four in the Heat had little reason to 
mix it up, striving only to maintain 
position and move easily to the 
Final. 

There was also some sentiment 
against the new system among the 
riders. Since the lion's share of the 
purse was up for grabs in one 
30-minute race, a goofed start on a 
good rider's part could put him out 
of the pay for the night. Under this 
Heat and Final system paying start 
money seems exceedingly logical as a 
tool for providing a good show. 

As mentioned before, the physical 
aspects of the race track were 


perhaps the finest ever seen in 
stadium racing. Most of the diddly 
little S-bends were removed and 
more of the honest straightaway — 
good turn — new straightaway — 
new turn arrangement was used. 
This resulted in easier passing than 
we have ever seen at a stadium 
event. Also, the dirt brought in had 
much less clay than is normally 
found on stadium tracks and had 
much less tendency to compact. 
When the dirt stays supple, lines can 
change throughout the event and a 
premium is paid to the smart rider 
with good lines. 

Then, of course, there was the 
"King Kong" jump, which provided 
the spectator excitement and vertical 
change which is common to the 
Superbowl. The construction of 
Anaheim Stadium does not allow the 
track to be routed into the stands. 
Many riders cleared 20 meters or so 


and the arrangement remained 
acceptably safe throughout the 
evening. 


Despite the potential limitations 
of the system, all of the regulars 
made it to the Final event. Marty 
Smith aced the start with Pierre 
Karsmakers close behind. Their 
matching red Hondas, as featured on 
the January cover of DIRT BIKE 
magazine, despite Pierres change- 
over to Yamaha, led the way from 
flag to flag. Tony DiStefano held 
third until the last lap, when a slight 
bobble combined with Kent Hower- 
ton's hard charge to leave him in 
fourth. Jimmy Jammer Weinert 
maintained a close fifth until the 
closing moments when the leaders’ 
pace became a bit hot for him. 

The fact that the Final was 
slightly less than exciting says 
nothing about the event or the 
riders. Such is one face of racing. On 
that Saturday night the win was 
unquestionably Marty's from start to 
finish. 

Above all Anaheim indicated that 
stadium racing is finally coming into 
its own — finding a suitable format. 
Riders and tracks are improving and 
becoming better suited to the nature 
of the sport. Not only is stadium 
racing reaching a broader range of 
spectators than outdoor motocross, 
but from the rider's point of view it's 
providing the potential for addi- 
tional income over and above the 
regular season. Motocross is profes- 
sional and professional is money. 
Stadium racing makes it. © 
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PRODUCTS 


Heavy Denim 


M/X Pants 
$19.99 


Team Name 9. f 
& Colors exe. КК. 


$16.99 Я" 


pou s ее 


| Red - White - 
і Blue Stripes 
No Team Name 


Excellent quality, smart styling, highly protective. 
Cycle name in heavy black lettering on both sides. 
Striping in team colors. Padded knees and hips, 
zipper legs. Available without cycle brand name, 
in vivid red, white and blue striping. 


Sizes: Child 24 - 26 

Adult 28-30-32-34-36-38-40 
No. 71 Yamaha $18.99 Мо. 73 Suzuki | $18.99 
No. 72 Honda $18.99 Мо. 74 Kawasaki $18.99 


No. 75 Red - White - Blue, 


No Name $16.99 


Special! Vessel 


Impact Driver 


$0.99 


Complete 

With 4 Bits 

in Metal Box 

A fine precision 

tool, built for 
heavy-duty use. 

No. 60 Impact Driver 


Team 
Caps 
154.49 


Adjustable to any size. 


Durable heavy twill, full crown, 
in brilliant team colors. 
Team No. 21 Yamaha No. 23 Suzuki 
Colors No. 22 Honda No. 24 Kawasaki 


Special! Hex Grips 
$2.49 pr. 


Fine quality grips 
fit all handlebars. 


No. 40 Hex Grips 


АП Merchandise 
Fully 
GUARANTEED 
Against Defeets 
in Materials 
and Workmanship 


Team Socks 


$2.99 pr. $5.49/2 pr. 


Wear your team 
colors from head 
to foot. Team 
| soeks are heavy, 
warm, protective. 
Cyele name апа 
decorative bands 
in team colors. 
Yamaha 
Honda 
Suzuki 
Kawasaki 


10-Day Delivery Guaranteed! 
You Must Be Satisfied With Every Purchase 


Short 
Sleeve 


Nylon 


шш? 
ҮАМАНА 


Long 
Jerseys sieve 


ez , 90.49 


gem rm 
net 


— 


Nylon 


тел Ш Јегѕеуѕ 
Colors y 
Fine quality U.S. 
made jersey. 100% 
nylon in bright e. 
team colors, with 
team name on both Team 
sleeves. Knit neck 
and cuffs, Colors 
А real value! — For warm weather, а 
Adult Sizes: No. 76 Yamaha top-quality short-sleeve 
S-M-L-XL No. 77 Honda Adult Sizes: U.S.-made jersey. 
Хо. 11 Yamaha No. 13 Suzuki No. 78 Suzuki S-M-L-x, | Action picture on front. 
No. 12 Honda Хо. 14 Kawasaki No. 79 Kawasaki Buy several at this 
low price 
Vented Enduro 


° 1 ı Grips eS aoe | 
My n cem "T Chain Bracelet 
LJ ea. 


$1.99 pr. $2.99 ea. 
White only. 


REE oniy, Fit all bikes. 
Кз НЕ (Offered as free gift on $20 
No. 50 Duckbill 


Heavy chrome finish. 
Two sizes. 

No. 70 Boy’s Bracelet 
No. 80 Adult Bracelet 


order. See below). 
No. 30 Enduro Grips 


Protector $8.49 | yamana 


SUZUKI 
Bright Team Colors 
One Size Fits All m——, _ НОМЯЗЯЮІ | 
No. 51 Yamaha 
No. 52 Honda и : 
No. 53 Suzuki COE r 
No. 54 Kawasaki 


Crossbar Pad 


Team Design or Plain 


8” $2.49 ea. 7 12” $2.99 


Specify 8" or 12" 


No. 41 Yamaha 
No. 42 Honda 


No. 61 Yamaha 
No. 62 Honda 
No. 63 Suzuki 
No. 64 Kawasaki 


FREE GIFTS 


size on order. 
No. 45 Suzuki 
No. 44 Kawasaki 
Plain Black 


No. 45 


aa $10 OR MORE ORDER, we Team Emblems 
Intercom $8.99 include one of our regular 99c WE PAY POSTAGE 
Light-weight, rugged Bungie Cords FREE. 11" x 4” $1.99 ea. 


$20 OR MORE ORDER, we No. 91 


S Yamaha Мо. 93 Suzuki 
No. 10 Н include one pair, of ohr Кашат No. 92 Honda No. 94 Kawasaki 
$1.99 Enduro Serambler Grips "гою 
18-Inch | Free. А о С Р 
Lo x No. 81 Yamaha No. 83 Suzuki 
Bungie Tiy diray panied ШЇ. you No. 82 Honda No. 84 Kawasaki 
pay by cash or money order. Wi ; shipping ders total- 
Cords Allow additional 14 days for ing 30, o ne E 
WE PAY POSTAGE ! 99¢ ea. check to clear our bank. Hi-Q. Products 
(One free wit s . P. 0. Box 455-04 
order. See below). No. 20 Mail Coupon Now! Abbeville, AL 36310 


БШШ БЕШ ШЕП ШЕШ ШЕШ БЕШ ШШ ШЕШ БШП ПЕШ Іі. ІТ ІТ ІТ ІТ ІІ С | 1 1 11 1 | 
a Р. О. Box 455 - D4 
l Abbeville, AL 36310 

PRODUCTS | Phone 205/585-3588 


10-DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED* 
WE PAY SHIPPING ON ORDERS OF 
$20 OR MORE 


FREE BUNGIE CORD 


E a | 


Orders $20 add $1 


COv Orders add $2 
residents add 4% 


under shipping fee 


WITH $10 ORDER shipping fee 


FREE ENDURO GRIPS WITH $20 ORDER 


Ala. Sales 


Е - Тах TOTAL 

*Enclose cash or money order for 10-day delivery. Г] Cash enel. 

Е Checks require two weeks longer to clear bank. DL] збір COD; I enclose $2 deposit. Ё 

B Г] M.0. enel. [] MASTERCHARGE 

я Ship Name. 0 Check enel. C] BANKAMERICARD | 

to: = = 

B Address. CREDIT CARD Number й 
City. State ZIP. Exp. Date | 
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Just as surely as the sun is 
gonna rise, you'll find our top 
motocrossers deciding at the end 
of each season whether they'll 
stick with their brand or make a 
move. З 

А given rider's reasons for 
switching or staying range from 
such obvious factors as big bucks 
and a chance to ride a more 
competitive machine, to per- 
sonality clashes and in- 
compatibility with a particular 
mount. Then too, there's always 
the possibility of being bumped 
off a team because of the addition 
of a better rider. Whatever the 
reason, suddenly any rider can be 
out hunting up a ride. That's life 
in the world of big-time 
motocross. 

Possibly the biggest switch of 
this year came when Heikki 
Mikkola decided to contest the 


Jim “B 


500cc World Chmpionship for 
Yamaha. Surely he's hoping to 
become quickly accustomed to his 
new scooter, and will be looking 
forward to another chance to dice 
it out with Roger DeCoster. 

Joining Heikki in World Open 
class competition will be two-time 
500cc World Champion Bengt 
Aberg. His new mount, also of the 
Yamaha variety, will be powered 
by а four-stroke, four-valve mill 
(you remember, valves, cams and 
all that). 

Pierre Karsmakers has also 
made the big switch from red to 
yellow. Pierre is obviously quite 
fond of that particular shade of 
yellow, as he has had a con- 
siderable amount of good luck on 
them in the past. 

Bob “Hurricane” Hannah will 
stick with Yamaha and go for 
another shot at an additional 


National title. The remainder of 
their team consists of Rick 
Burgett, who will no doubt have 
his share of top five finishes, and 
newcomber Broc Glover. 

While we’re on this yellow kick: 
You'll be happy to know that most 
of the old regulars will continue to 
get their paychecks from the big 
S. Joining Roger DeCoster, who 
will attempt to capture his sixth 
World Championship, putting 
him in deuce with Joel Robert, 
will be the owner of the USGP, : 
Gerrit Wolsink, along with Tony 
DiStefano, Billy Grossi, Danny 
LaPorte and Jeff Jennings. 

You may have noticed that 
Steve Stackable’s name was 
deleted from the above Suzuki 
listing. That is because he has 
made his move back to the old 
familiar Maico marque. Steve will 
team with Gaylon “Goin’ For It” 


CHOOSING 


ӯ 


imbo" Pomeroy. 


Jim “Тһе Jammer” Weinert. 
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Mosier to make up American 
Team Maico. Adolf Weil will 
perform at his usual best on Maico 
in Grand Prix events around the 
globe. 

A new bike and rider 
combination to hit the 500cc 
Grand Prix scene is our own 
"Bad" Brad Lackey. Evidently 
Brad has come to agreeable terms 
with the original red bike; Honda, 
in hopes of bettering the fifth spot 
in World standings that he earned 
during the 76 season. 

Jim Pomeroy has left Bultaco 
to compete in both the 250 and 
Open classes, on Type 2 Honda. 

What would Team Honda be 
without Marty Smith? We're not 
sure, but we won't have to think 
about it yet, as Marty has again 
signed with American Honda and 
will concentrate his efforts on 
regaining his 125 National 


Championship: from Hanna. 
Tommy .Croft and Warren Reid 
round out Team Honda for '77. 

Team Bultaco’s European rider, 
Serge Bacou, has moved from the 
250 class up to the big boomin’ 
500s in World GP action. 

Harry Everts has taken over the 
World 250 war for Bultaco as Puch 
has decided to drop out of 
motocross and concentrate their 
efforts on enduro and ISDT 
competition. Rich Eierstedt and 
Wayne Boyer make up Bultaco’s 
U.S. team. 

In another Spanish bike action, 
Hakan Andersson will be hitting 
the GP circuit on a Montesa again 
this year, while Mickey Kessler 
will made a bid for them in the 
U.S. 

Ah yes, yet another Spanish 
bike, Ossa, will have a U.S. team 
made up of Marty Moates and 


Greg Robertson. 

Marty Tripes has been taken 
under the golden wing of 
Harley-Davidson. Marty and 
“Rocket” Rex Staten are officially 
Team American/Italian. 

Gary Jones will continue to try 
to sort out the Ammex. 

Jim Weinert, Gary Semics and 
Terry Clarke seem to be getting 
along quite well with Kawasaki, as 
they have decided to stick with 
their fine handling machines in 
spite of the garish green color 
scheme. The Jammer must like 
having that big number one all 
over his bike. He’s forever 
standing around looking like an 
opossum eating bumblebees. 

That’s about all the news there 
is to know, as we know it. Though 
it may not necessarily be true by 
the time you read it, it is what we 
believed to be true. о 
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Marty Tripes. 
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Heikki “Wolfman” Mikkola. 


Mach snell, mein wagen fuhrer. 
Der Amerikaner tank! 

Achtung! Preparen zee flamen 
thrower. Vee must stoppen zat 
Sherman. 

Nein worry, mein capitan. Wid 
our new Monotrack zuspension 
dat Sherman ist no matchen fur 
our Panzer. 

Ach du lieber. Haven't you 
heard? Zey have somezing new. 
Laydown treads. 

But zey don’t have zee John 
Wayne, vee are safen... 


Ground to air. Ground to air. 
Come in Capitan George 
Blimpton. 

Commander Blimpton here. 
We’re ready for you, just as soon 
as Gungo finishes Foggy 
Mountain Breakdown. 

Gungo? Foggy who? 

Gungo. My navigator, Gungo J. 
Calrose. He's playing his banjo. 

Well, get him hopping. We're 


SHOCKER! MONO MEETS LAID-DOWN 


YAMAHA 
DT250D 
vs. SUZUKI 
TS250B 


First Mono, first Laid-Down, first street 
test where nobody got hurt 


by the Staff of DIRT TRAFFICATOR 
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standing by for national TV. 

Roger. And Gerrit too. I'll try, 
but you can't rush Gungo. He's a 
perfectionist, you know. 

You just fly your blimp, 
Blimpton, and get Zeal on the 
camera. The tanks are a test 
lead-in. You know how weird 
those guys from DIRT BIKE are. 

Sure do. I didn't have a very 
good time at Tombstone, you 
know. I'm still paying off on the 
last blimp. What do those tanks 
have to do with the 250s down 
there? 

Well, the guys thought that 
tanks symbolize utility vehicles. 
You know, slow, dependable and 
dange...ah, unwieldy. 

OK with me as long as their 
money is good. All I need is 
another 19 grand to finish my 
restoration project on the LZ-127. 

Fine, whatever turns you on, 
Commander. Ready on the 
camera; they’re about ready. 
Shhh. I can hear them now.. 


Just look at those tanks, 
Gunnar. It’s pure genius. Wait 
and see. This will top the fire 
engine, Tom’s horns and Gerrits’ 
big tooth. This will top them all. 
Even Kong. But watch out for the 
flamethrowers. We don’t want to 
make this any more risky than it 
already is... 


NO-NONSENSE 
INTRODUCTION...GIGGLE 
What we have here is the great, 

great, great, great, great, great, 
great grandson of DT-1, the father 
of them all. The dual-purpose 
bikes. It was back in 1968 that the 
DT-1 and all that historical 
boredom and so on and so on, etc. 
Add torquey reed valving around 
"70 or so, who can remember. But 
there's something new and 
exciting about the 1977 model. 
The DT has inherited the 
monocross chassis and suspension 
developed and refined on the YZ 
motocrossers. A big long one 
instead of two short suspenders. 

So Yamaha has the 
monostreeter. But Suzuki has 
countered with the first laid-down 
trafficator. The two significant 
suspension and geometry 
breakthrough of the ’70s go head to 
dual-purpose head. And where it 
stops, nobody knows. But it sure 
is a beginning. 

What could we do but shoot 
them out? Read on, if you’re 
interested. We have a winner. But 
no fair peeking ahead to see who 
won Miss Congeniality. 


SHAPING THE ONE-SHOCKER 

The DT-D has a new frame to 
accommodate the monoshock 
suspension. The conversion ups 
rear wheel travel to 5.5 inches, an 
increase of two inches. Fork travel 
was upped close to an inch, 7.6 
inches is claimed. The new frame 
ups ground clearance from 8.6 to 
an even 10 inches. Seat height is 
over an inch taller too, at 33.7 
inches. Rake was steepened one 
half degree, it now reads an even 
30 degrees. Front/rear weight bias 
has been altered in favor of a 
lighter front end. 

Yamaha claims no change in 
horsepower, but an increase of 1% 
ft/Ibs of torque. In the porting 
department, exhaust duration was 
reduced four degrees, intake and 
transfer timing weren’t changed. 
Oil injection output was reduced 
some to reduce smoking and 
emissions. 

The new model has a small 
MX-type screw-on gas cap with 
breather hose, replacing the 
locking cap of previous models. 
Handlebar width has been 
trimmed to 33 inches. The flexy 
rear turn signals and taillight are 
new for "77. The new Takasago 
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Lock to rear of seat pops saddle up to get 
to tool kit and oil tank. Luggage space 
measures eight inches behind seat. 
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That's a helmet lock below seat. Turn 
signals can be flexed in any direction, 
best yet for the dirt. 


rims are aluminum alloy. 

Yamaha claims a six-pound 
reduction in dry weight to 259 
pounds. We measured 268 pounds 
wet, ready for gas. 

The price has been dropped to 
$1089. 


LOWDOWN ON THE 
LAYDOWN 

The Suzuki's shock mounting 
angle was changed from 20 
degrees to 35 degrees and Kayaba 
gas/oilers replace the usual 
straight oil shocks. The new 
boingers have a softer initial 
spring rate; the terminal rate has 
been stiffened. 

The new fork springs are three 
rate progressive. There's less 
preload and the initial rate is 
slightly softer. Suspender oil 
capacity was also increased. 

Geometry changes. The 
wheelbase was shortened a 
whopping .6-inches down to 55.1. 
Rake was kicked in two degrees to 
29. The same 5.6-inch trail was 
retained. Suzuki claims ground 
clearance of 9.4 inches, but we 
measured 10.2, a decrease of a 
half-inch compared to the old 
model. 

There's one more tooth on the 
rear sprocket, lowering drive 
gearing from 2.60 to 2.67. 

The rubber footpegs are gone, 
replaced with serrated loops. 

The new gas tank is 1.6 liters 
larger, now holds 2.6 gallons. 

A lot of mill changes. Just like 
the RM racers, the TS now has 
case induction reeding (called 
Power Reed by Suzuki). Porting. 
Exhaust duration was advanced 
by 4% degrees while intake 
duration was decreased 8!5 
degrees. 

Duration for the transfers wasn't 
changed, but two new holes were 
cut, upping the count to six 
to improve scavenging. The 
compression ratio was reduced 
from 7.0 to 6.5:1. Large cylinder 
fins were added for a claimed 
reduction of 30 degrees in full 
throttle operating temperature. 

They kept the 28mm Mikuni, 
but modified the jetting some. 
They went to a smaller main jet, 
kept the same jet needle but 
raised it a notch and switched to a 
needle jet a tad richer. 

The weight, 269 pounds ready 
for gas, is two pounds less than 
last year. 
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The price was upped to $1140. 
Warranty went from 12 
months/12,000 miles (the 
industry's only one-year protection 
plan) to six-months/no limit on 
mileage. 


SITTIN' IN THE TRUCK; OR, 
RANDOM ACTUAL 
COMMENTS 

“They are both street bikes. 
'They shouldn't be ridden in the 
dirt." 

“It’s good to see both 
manufacturers applying their 
motocross suspension to the DP 
bikes. I don't think a street/trailer 
can ever be a good dirt bike, but 
at least they're trying to elevate 
the state of the dirt art from poor 
to adequate.” 

“Actually I think the Yamaha is 
best and I haven't been paid a 
dime to say this." 

“They aren't for competition at 
any level.” 

Everywhere you look you 
can see little detailing 
improvements.” 

“The tach is handy to prevent 
over-revving on the jumps." 

"I'd rather ride the Yamaha on 
the track than the motocrosser 
we're testing. They also make 
excellent skis and guitars.” 

“Both bikes handle best on one 
wheel. They’re more stable with 
the front off the ground.” 

"I can remember when the old 
TS Savages were really out of it in 
the dirt compared to the others. 
They've definitely improved it.” 

“I like the styling changes on 
the Yamaha.” 


“Though it may sound . 


incredible, it would be easier to 
modify the Yamaha into a 
motocrosser than a fast trailbike." 

“The TS has always been the 


tallest geared of the DPs. A tooth 


off the countershaft sprocket 
coupled with the new, peppier 
engine should make it a lot better 
for diddling around in the dirt." 

“The Suzuki front end "feels" 
lighter and the engine has more 
snap to it." 

“The DT's ability to stay 
straight in the whoops really 
surprised me. Suzuki has the 
best two-shock rear end ever put 
on a street/trailer but it's just not 
up to the Yamaha." 

"If you ride either of these on a 
motocross track don't pass 
anybody on a real MX bike. 
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Side panels pop off. Battery and injection oil are behind left panel. Oil tank swivels 
out for easy filling. Right side cover is locked, has swivel dust protector. Tool kit 
and air filter access are behind it. 


During testing we taped over 
brand names and gave each bike a 
code name. The Suzuki was coded 
Ice Pick and the Yamaha was 
coded Big Stick. 

So, Bruce, what's your choice 
between the Pick and the Stick? 

I pick the Stick. 

George, pick your pick. 

I have to pick the Pick which 
isn't my pick because Bruce 
picked the Stick which was my 
pick as his pick. Can't I pick my 
pick? 

Your pick must be the Pick, 
after Bruce's pick. 

But Bruce picked the Stick, not 
the Pick. 

Thats his pick, you pick your 


pick. 

I don't want to pick the Pick. If 
Bruce had picked the Pick as his 
pick I could've picked my pick 
instead of the Pick. 

Lets have Pat Paulsen, who in 
1968 asked us to pick him instead 
of Tricky Dick, get on the stick 
and solve this fix. 

Tank you. Now, as I see it, 
George, you've picked the Pick as 
your pick because Bruce didn't 
pick the Pick which wasn't your 
real pick and now you've had to 
pick the Pick which is not the pick 
you would have picked. 

Yeah! They're trying to stick it 
to me with this pick. What do you 
have to say about it? 

Picky, picky, picky. 


They'll go berserk trying to pass 
you back and hurt themselves, or 
you, trying.” 

“The most dirt either of these 
bikes should see is from spinning 
circles behind the local donut 
stand. They should call them the 
Donut Enduros instead of 
Enduros. Make that DoNot 
Enduro. 

""They're both much better than 
they've ever been." 

"Neither bike fits in with the 
mink oil cabin lifestyle. Maybe 
the factory worker Christmas party 
Crisco orgy lifestyle. 

""They're both better than most 
purchasers need." 


WITCH IS BEST? 

Which bike would you ride in 
an enduro? All but one said: 
Yamaha. The one holdout said: 
No. 

Which bike would you pick for 
the street? A mixture of Yamahas 
and evens. 

Which bike is the quickest? 
Unanimous on the Suzuki. 

Which bike had the most low- 
down grunt power? Unan- 
imous for the Yamaha. 

Best rear end suspension: 
Yamaha. 

Best turning bike: Mostly the 
Yamaha, some mentioned the 
Suzook on flat ground. 

Best lazy ol' cowtrailer: 
Everybody picked the Yam except 
for the fisherman who felt the 
Suzuki luggage rack made it more 
desirable. 


WHAT THEY SAID 

The following is reprinted from 
the current issue of TRANS- 
PORTATION Magazine: 

In considering either of these 
machines one must consider that 
both are fine, dependable pieces 
of machinery, well suited to carry 
commuter or weekend player to 
his destination in style. Once 
under way the feeling of weight 
rapidly disappears. In the end, it 
is the decision of you the buyer as 
to which is the bike for you. Keep 
up the good work, Yamaha and 
Suzuki. The public needs more 
fine machines and when they are 
built we know that you will build 
them. 

The following is reprinted from 
the current issue of BIKES AND 
SANDWICHES Quarterly: 

With any comparison test we 


have to be very careful to 
mealymouth our way through the 
summary to avoid offending 
anyone. After all, everybody can 
be a winner. 

We've designated several key 
categories to better illustrate our 
findings: Best mono streetlenduro 
we've ever ridden: Yamaha. Best 
laid-down streetlenduro we've 
ever ridden: Suzuki. Best blue 
bike: Yamaha. Best yellow bike: 
Suzuki. 

It's a draw! They're both 
wonderful! 


WHAT WE SAID 

Every one of DIRT BIKE's 
testers picked the Yamaha as his 
first choice. Yep, Son of DT-1, 
many generations removed, 
appears to be top dog. (Back in the 
June, 1975, 250 Shootout the 
DT250B finished second to the 
MT250 Honda for which there is 
no current 1977 model.) 

We rode both bikes where they 
shouldn't be ridden, knowing that 
many of you may also. Appraising 
them for their intended purposes: 
both are good DP choices. Both are 
better than before. 

For more adventuresome 
ventures into off-road riding the 
Yamaha emerges with an edge 
because of its better suspension 
and gruntier, though not so quick 
engine power. Those interested 
in more strenuous antics than 
bopping on down to the 
McDonald's to eyeball wonderful 
Wanda should be advised that 
these two very same manufactur- 
ers also build real trailbikes: the 
Yamaha IT series (175, 250 and 


PRICE: $ 
ENGINE: 


DISPLACEMENT: 
BORE & STROKE: 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 
CARBURETION: 
SPARK PLUG: 


CLUTCH: 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 


TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 


FINAL DRIVE: 


AIR FILTRATION: 
ELECTRICS: 
STARTING: 
LUBRICATION: 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 
RECOMMENDED OIL: 
FUEL TANK CAPACITY: 
FRAME: 

CLAIMED SUSPENSION 
TRAVEL: 

WHEELS: 

TIRES: 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase: 
Swingarm length: 
Ground clearance: 
Bars, width: 

height: 
Pegs, height: 
width: 
Seat height: 
Rake: 
Trail: 
Claimed Weight: 
Measured Weight: 


BRAKES: 


INSTRUMENTS: 
LIGHTS: 
SILENCER: 
SPARK ARRESTOR: 
WARRANTY: 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston: 
Rings: 
Clutch cable: 
Brake pedal: 


YAMAHA DT250D 


$1089 
Two:stroke; single 
reed induction 
246cc 
70 х 64mm 
6.71 
Mikuni УМ 2856 
N2 (Champion) or 
B8ES (NGK) 
Wet, multi-plate 
2.8321 


2.54 (24.2 overall) 
179 (17.0) 
1.30 (12.4) 
1.00 (9:5) 
0:77 (7.3) 

336:1. Daido 520 

14 —-countershaft 
47 - геаг 

Oiled foam 
Magneto, points 
Primary kick 


Oil injection (Autolube) 


Premium 
Yamaha 
9 liters (2.4 gallons) 
Mild steel 
195mm (76-inch) forks 


140mm (5.5-inch) rear wheel 


Takasago aluminum 
3.00 х 21 Dunlop trials 
4.00 x 18 Dunlop trials 


141 5ст (55:7-inch) 
45. 7ст (18-inch) 
25.5ст (10-inch 
83 8em (33-inch) 
111.8cm (44-inch) 
32.5ст (12:8-inch) 
49.5cm (19:5-inch) 
85.5cm (33.7-inch) 
30 degrees 
5.3 inches 


118 kg (259 pounds) dry 


121.6 kg (268 pounds) 
ready for gas 
160 x 25mm front 
150 x 25mm rear 
Speedo/tach 
Street legal 
Measured’ 85 dbA 
USFS-approved 
Six months/4000 miles 


$14:80 
$7:24/pr 

54.84 

$5.76 


SUZUKI TS250B 


$1140 
Two:stroke. single 
reed induction 


Mikuni УМ2855 
W24ES (ND) or 
B8ES (NGK) 
Wet, multi-plate 
319:1 


2.42 (20.6 overall) 

1 80 (15.3) 

1.28 (10:9) 

1.00 (8:5) 

0.83 (7.1) 
2:671: Daido 525 
15 — countershaft 

40 — rear 

Oiled foam 
Pointless (РЕ!) 
Primary kick 
Oil injection (ССІ) 
Premium 
Suzuki 
10 liters (2.6 gallons) 

Mild steel 

175mm (6:9-inch) forks 


125mm (4.9-inch) rear wheel 


Takasago aluminum 
3:00 x21 IRC trials 
4:00 x48 IRC trials 


140:00cm (55.1-іпсП) 
45.7cm (18-inch) 
25.9cm (10:2-inch) 
81.3cm (32-inch) 
111.8cm (44-inch) 
30.0cm (11.8-inch) 
45.2cm (17.8-inch) 
82.6cm (32.5-inch) 
29 degrees 
5.6 inches 
118 kg (259 pounds) dry 
122 kg (269 pounds) 
ready for gas 
150 x 28mm front 
150 x 28mm rear 
Speedo/tach 
Street legal 
Measured at 84 GbA 
USFS-approved 


Six months/unlimited miles 


$17.45 
$12:92/pr 

$5.29 

510.21 


400) and the Suzuki PE250. 

And in the end the final decision 
does come down to you, the buyer. 
Not which is the best bike for you 
the buyer, but rather what is your 
favorite color. Yellow or blue, 
either will do. 


Wow, that was really 
something, Zeal. Look at that 
Panzer burn. 

Looks just like my house going 
up last year, George. I still think 
they should have signed off by 
saying: tanks for the memories. 

Maybe so. I'll just take her 


down a bit for a closer look at the 
Panzer. No sweat with helium in 
the gas bags. 

Helium? Was I supposed to get 
helium, George? 

Stop kidding, Zeal. Nobody 
would think of getting hydro... 

Ba-looooooooooooom!!! 

Well, that about wraps it up for 
another Wild World of Shootouts. 
We can see George, Zeal and 
Gungo now, floating ...ah, make 
that plummeting down toward 
the pond. Sure hope they don't 
land on any of the birds. What 
good is a handicapped flamingo? @ 
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OK, guys, you've all heard 
about those “...of the Gods?" 
books by German writer Eric Von 
Daniken which claim that once 
upon a time we were visited by 
UFOs. Every conceivable theme 


has been covered: “Chariots of 


by Rex Reese 


Illustrations: Dawn Seldain 


the Gods?" was the beginning. 
Pretty soon after that came “Food 
of the Gods?" followed by “Gold 
of the Gods?" ; and I wouldn't be 
at all surprised if Von Daniken 
comes out with “Silk Stockings 
and Nylon Underwear of the 
Gods?" as his next preposterous 


NN: 
JAN PN; 


h 


DIRT BIKES 
OF THE GODS? 


publication. Dumb. 

But he’s had his, and we here at 
DIRT BIKE are going to have our. 
Presenting “Dirt Bikes of the 
Gods?!” 

(OK, Woods, play some 
outer-space music while I do my 
interpretation of Rod Serling...) 


Mummified motocrosser discovered by the ill-fated Pitcairn-Jensen expedition of 1895. 
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Fact: In the middle of the 
jungles of South America, in the 
tangled undergrowth of the 
Infamous Green Hell itself, there 
lives a tribe of Indians who 
practice the barbaric act of tossing 
young virgin maidens into a large, 
deep pit. This has been done for 
the past 2000 years during the full 
moon of each month. According to 
legend, the god Inkokkocheptu 
dug the hole into the earth (which 
was his home) to serve as a 
window so he could gaze at the 
moon. The virgins are thrown 
down into the hole to keep the 
god company as he waits for the 
moon to come. However, if you 
measure the hole — which is 
perfectly round and hundreds of 
feet deep — by its dimensions and 
divide that figure by 1000, you get 
the precise bore and stroke 
measurements for a Maico 400. A 
coincidence, maybe? 

Fact: On the Plains of Nazca in 
Peru are those huge drawings of 
spiders and snakes which can only 
be observed clearly from a very 
high altitude. True, these 
markings suggest that they may 
have served as directional 


markings for UFOs, but ask any: 


enduro rider and he'll tell you that 
many an enduro has markings that 
could only be seen from the air. 
Need we say more? 


Some scientists claim this was an ancient 
food grinder. What do you think? 


Fact: In a European museum, 
curators for years had been 
scratching their heads over an 
odd, ancient artifact that they 
could only guess at. Could it be a 
grinder of some sort? But after 
much cleaning, the object has 
been determined to be a petrified 
piston and crank. Think about that 
one! 
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They were here. Was the dinosaur following, or riding? 


Fact: In Colorado, a set of 
petrified dinosaur tracks was 
recently discovered. Scientists 


were disappointed to find a set of 
knobby tracks with the dinosaur's 
— until they found out that they 
were petrified too! 


Is Stonehenge a porting pattern? Observe the two-stroke cylinder on the right, and 
the famous monument on the left. 


Fact: Stonehenge in England 
had originally been regarded for 
many years as the site of ancient 
Druid ceremonies and sacrifices. 
Only in the past decade has it 
been determined by some 
scientists that it may have been an 
observatory instead. Hogwash. 
From above, Stonehenge is a 
circular structure with stone 
pillars placed around it to form 


many different windows or 
openings. It doesn't take much 
imagination to see that at one end 
is the intake and the other would 
be an exhaust port. And those 
other windows — are they the 
transfer ports? Of course! look at 
the bottom of your bike's cylinder, 
then examine a picture of 
Stonehenge, and you'll see where 
the Villiers Starmaker got its start. 


Egyptian temple drawing. Could it describe a top-end overhaul? 


Fact: In Egypt, archaeologists 
have uncovered some interesting 
things. On the wall of a burial 
chamber in The Valley of the 
Kings, for example, several panels 
are devoted to the exploits of 
Prince Tut El Xamen of the 13th 
Dynasty. According to the 
heiroglyphics, Prince Tut won the 
all-Egypt Open class for three 
years in a row. One day, however, 
the prince met an untimely 
demise as he crashed into a 
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crocodile in a water crossing. 

Another panel describes pre- 
and post-race bike maintenance 
on a CZ 250. Scientists are at a loss 
as to how the CZ got there in the 
first place. 

The prize discovery is the 
uncovering of a mummified 
motocrosser. This discovery was 
made by the infamous Pit- 
cairn-Jensen Expedition of 
1895 in which all members of the 
team died of post-nasal drip. 


Fact: In Saudi Arabia is a huge 
cave drawing of a helmeted figure 
that is at least 10,000 years old. It 
could be almost anything. Von 
Daniken claims it’s an ancient 
astronaut. I say it’s a guy with a 
Bell helmet and a Jofa. 


The bike and rider they 
discovered were in perfect 
condition, due to Egypt’s dry 
climate which has a propensity for 
preserving anything. Anyhow, the 
rider was dressed in brand-new 
leathers, jersey, Bell RT helmet 
and Full Bore boots. According to 
the reports, it looked as if he just 
stopped there. The bike could’ve 
been restarted after its 5000- 
year-long rest. The chrome on 
the fenders was still shiny. 

It was, however, during this 
expedition that the famous 
“mummy’s curse" was discovered. 
As the mummified bike and rider 
were uncovered, a note was also 
found. It translated out to say 
roughly: “May a curse fall upon 
your nose!" 

And the rest is history. 

Which leads me to this con- 
clusion: At one time or another 
in our distant past, beings 
unknown to us settled on the 
planet Earth with their in- 
tergalactic Chevy Blazers to 
have themselves a good time. 
They partied, they drank some 
beer, and in the meantime they 
took a fancy to discovering their 
surroundings by hopping on their 
bikes to check everything out. 
The mysteries and wonders left 
for us to figure out today are all 
thats left of “The Dirt Bikes of 
the Gods.” 

The end. (Thank you, Woods. 
And thank you, Rod.) o 


DIRT BIKE 


The sky is starting to turn steely 
pink in the east and the long line 
of taillights up ahead are 
beginning to look more and more 
like the vans and pickups that 
they really are. There's a vague, 
misty cloud of fog hovering over 
the scene from the exhaust of all 
those trucks. You can almost hear 
the sound of the heater fans over 
the soft hum of the idling engines. 
Snow is everywhere. 

It's cold. 

Here it is, New Year's Day 

again, and once again, here I am, 
right in the frozen thick of things, 
trying to stay awake and trying to 
keep my spirits up in the face of a 
long, cold day high on the side of 
Pike's Peak. Once again, fool that 
I am, Ive volunteered to cover 
the Pike's Peak Snow Run for my 
friend, Bruce. I can't believe I am 
doing this. No sleep, freezing 
cold, a long wait to get a good 
parking spot once we get in the 
gate, frozen camera equipment, 
good Lord. 
Every year on New Year's Day, a 
couple of hundred crazies from all 
over the state of Colorado show 
up to see who can get up to the 
top of this old mountain first. 
There's a slightly more elaborate 
version of this same race held 
each year on the Fourth of July, 
but that's a different story. Most of 
the guys who come up here for 
the snow run don't ride the race in 
the summer. In the winter the 
road is all covered with ice, see, 
and that's supposed to make 
things a little more interesting. It 
does. 

The sun is up fairly high now 
and the gates are finally opening 
to let the first cars and trucks 
through to head for Glen Cove, 
roughly the halfway point of the 
famous dirt road up Pike's Peak. 


SNOW RUN 


PIKE'S PEA 


All of the super-trick, high-zoot machinery showed up. 


For the wintertime race, the bikes 
only run the top half of the course, 
about seven miles’ worth with a 
vertical rise of oh, say maybe 3000 
feet. It's the top half that's the 
toughest, the lower portion being 
mostly dirt. Ice and snow are what 
these guys come to race on and 
the fact that the edge at the top is 
more than a little higher than the 
edge down lower makes it all the 
more fun. 

To get up this hill in the ice and 
snow, different riders have come 
up with different versions of the 
cold setup. Some like to go with 
the standard %4-inch sheet metal 
screws in a fresh knobby, while 
others prefer long spikes, much 
like the ones that gave you the 
willies in "Оп Any Sunday." 
Some guys even use a com- 
bination of bolts, spikes and 
chains wrapped between the rows 
of knobs. It's hard to. say which 
works best. 

As our cars approach Glen 
Cove, most everyone has noticed 
that the road is a lot clearer than it 


.was last year, which will be 


remembered as a year of near 
disaster, what with several cases 
of frostbitten fingers and faces, 
high winds, blowing snow, three- 
and four-foot drifts, stuck vehicles 
and way too many CBs. That also 
most likely accounts for the drop 


A sure cure for hangovers... 


by Chet Carman 
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in turnout for this event. Looks 
like less than 200 total for this 
year. They'll probably be back in 
"I8. 

Very few of the bikes are 
particularly eager to start up 
under these circumstances. All up 
and down the road you see racers 
pushing their cold machines, 
huffing high clouds of coffee 
breath through their various 
scarves, face masks and whiskers. 
Moustaches have iced over and 
are becoming solid blocks of 
painful cold. You know it's cold 
when your hair starts to hurt. 

Jetting for these conditions 
becomes either an art or a guess. 
Most of them have been guessing. 
Some will guess right, some 
wrong, most somewhere in 
between. Usually, the best you 
can hope for is something 
between lean enough to hole a 
piston and rich enough to 
four-cycle, unless of course your 
bike is a four-cycle, of which there 
are several present. 

Some of the shoes have taken to 
covering the entire engine 
compartment on their machines, 
save for the very front. Sup- 
posedly, this wil] help keep 
warm air around the mill, 
preventing the thing from freezing 
to death. Maybe it works. 

Nobody's forks work, the oil's 


Photos by Chet and Liz Carman 
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too cold. 

At about quarter to twelve, after 
what seems like a painfully long 
wait (it is a painfully long wait), 
we head for the first turn in order 
to catch the excitement of the 
initial charge of the 200. On the 
way up the track, we notice, 
parked in the middle of all those 
bizarre racing machines, a little 
red XR75. Standing next to it is 
this kid, can't be more than ten or 
eleven, and his mother's helping 
get his goggles and face mask all 
ready. He's gonna get in there 
with the big kids and duke it out. 
No studes, no chains, no horse- 
power, just this shiny XR75 
and all the guts in the world. 

As we pass the riders making 
their final preparations for the 
assault on the summit, we see all 
manner of device to aid the 
intrepid adventurer. One of the 
big problems facing the snow 
racer is fogging of the goggles. A 
lot of the racers are trying all 
combinations of breathing 
apparatus to help alleviate this 
situation. Perhaps the most 
common method is to take an old 
snorkel and tape it to your helmet. 
If you breathe through the 
snorkel, you shouldn't have any 
ambient hot air hanging around in 
the face mask or goggles to fog 
things up. Except that in the heat 
of competition most everybody 
tends to breathe through the nose, 
as well, which almost negates the 
effect of the snorkel. 

Some of the guys have taken to 
recycling Dad's old WWII oxygen 
mask and duct taping every gap 
between their face and the lens. 
Some guys just run bare-faced. 
Their eyes generally freeze shut. 

In the first turn, ten or fifteen 
people have gathered to cheer for 
their favorite and watch for a 
crash. We are there. You can hear 
the reluctant engines firing down 
the road in the trees. The 
adrenaline count of the racers is at 
an all-time high, the starter is 
watching nervously, waiting to 
make sure every bike has a chance 
to get started. Throttles are 
blipping, hearts pounding, the 
starter is waiting, the bikes are 
still having a little trouble 
warming up. The crowd is getting 
anxious, some of the machines are 
a little slow to ignite. The starter 
waits, the crowd waits, the 
cameras go back down, the 
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Weatherproofing courtesy of silver tape 
engineering. 


Even with snowmobile gloves, additional 
hand protection is necessary. 


adrenaline goes back down, the 
tension goes back down...we'll 
give them a little while to warm 
up, OK? (Just like really being at 
the races, huh?) 

While we're waiting, we might 
take this opportunity to talk a little 
about preparation for this event. If 
you plan to attend the Pike's Peak 
Snow Run next New Year's Day, 
there are a few things you should 
know. Be sure to dress warmly 
and in layers so you can shed a 
layer or two if a freak warm spell 
blows in. You should be sure to 
have along some stale cinnamon 
rolls from Seven-Eleven, a 
thermos of hot black coffee, a 
gallon or so of a light aperitif 
(Mogen David Blackberry does 
very nicely), and a hip flask of 
medicinal brandy in your favorite 
variety. (Peach is very big at this 
race.) 

All of these things are 
...whoops, whoops, sounds 


Weatherproofed rider attempts to find his 
face while pretty girl smiles beatifically. 


like something’s about to happen, 
all of the engines are at redline, 
braaackaaah, fins are starting to 
melt, braaackaaah, Maico 
clutches can be smelled at great 
distances, braaackaaah, Buls are 
blowing up, braaackaaah, valves 
are floating, Amals are load- 
ing ... BaaaarrrrrvOOOOOOMP! 
they're off! 

Into the first turn, the cheeriest 
looking C&J Honda around has 
jumped to the fore. Following 
behind is one each of every kind 
of motorcycle that has ever been 
sold. ATs, DTs, a Norton, a 
Penton, Greeves, Huskys new and 
old, everything. A 1971 TMAOO. It 
seizes. He's lucky. He knows it. 

It seems to take forever for the 
bikes to all get around the turn. 
There are a few lowsides, a lot of 
near misses and right in the 


middle comes this tiny red XR75, - 


one foot down, sliding it with the 
rest of them. You worry for a 
minute whether the other riders 
can see him all right. One guy on 
a vintage DT-1 goes down right 
in front of the kid. The kid gasses 
it, pitches it out, changes lines 
and cuts just to the inside of the 
crash. Just like a pro. I smile. 

If you look way up to the top, 
you can just barely see a string of 
motorcycles slowly creeping 
along, making their way along the 
icy road to the summit. In a half 
hour, most of them will be on 
their way back down. Some will 
be down a lot sooner than that. 
The attrition rate along the road is 
quite high at this event. Even in a 
good year (like this one) a lot of 
guys can't make the top. Mark 
Iyler did. He tried to make it last 
year but the horrible conditions 
just got the best of him. This year, 
one of his eyes froze shut on the 
way back down but he could still 
smile. He made it to the top, 
farther than a lot of the cocky 
racer types with their spikes and 
chains. Farther than a lot of guys 
who spend the rest of the year 
telling everyone how fast they're 
gonna go next time. He did it 
quietly, determinedly and on his 
own. And when asked if he had a 
good ride he replies shyly, "Yes 
sir. 

Mark Iyler is eleven years old 
and he rides a red XR75. If you 
come to the race next year, look 
for him. He knows what this race 
is all about. o 
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A ONRHENNS- 


SURE 


TE eres 


nduros are the perfect 

blend of motocross and 

trials; says Jay Tullis, 

senior member of Team 

Honda's Enduro Team. 
"To be competitive, you've gotta 
be in good shape and you should 
have a machine that's light, strong 
and easy to handle. Sometimes 
you have to crawl up a rock wash 
or rainy ravine at slow speed. Your 
bike should be able to do that. But 
it must also really get it on when 
you hit those straights and you've 
gotta make up some time? 

Jay Tullis knows about endu- 
ros. He's a consistent winner in his 
expert class and has been known 
to win overall against much larger- 
displacement machinery. Jay knows 
thata good enduro bike must keep 
on running in spite of adverse 


weather and course conditions. 
Rain, mud and blinding dust must 
not phase it. [t must be as reliable 
as tomorrow's sun. 

The Honda MR-175 is such 
a machine. That's why Jay com- 
petes on one. 

"25 Lbs. Lighter.” 

The motocross heritage built into 
the 1977 MR-175 comes from 
Honda's championship-winning 
Elsinores™ Like the CR's, the MR 
is light. About 25 Ibs. lighter than 
any other comparably equipped 
enduro machine in its class. This 
lack of weight coupled with preci- 
sion Elsinore geometry makes the 
MR at home in rough going like 
tight woods or muddy rocks. "The 
maneuverability is outstanding: 

The MR-175 responds quickly 
in other ways, too. The engine is 


"At 204 lbs., the 
lightest in its class. 
And priced way below 
the competition. 

-Jay Tullis 


a six-port two-stroke with a heftier 
powerband. It breathes through a 
snorkel-style intake set below the 
seat that makes deep water cross- 
ings clean and simple. In-gear 
starting means you don't have to 
fish for neutral when you're ready 
to take off. And this year the MR's 
quick-shifting five-speed trans- 
mission has closer ratios for a 
sure, sustained power output and 
added versatility. 


"New Wheels Are 
Stronger Than Ever.” 
Of course, this improved perform- 
ance demands top-notch suspen- 
sion to keep you on course. 
Leading-axle Elsinore-type forks 
hydraulically dampen the bumps 
and jolts. The aluminum rear 
shocks are light and finned for 
cooler running. Wheels are rugged, 


HONDA MR-175 
ATA GLANCE. 


Suggested Retail .$923* 

i Six-port, two-stroke 

. Close-ratio, 
five-speed 

. Tool kit, skid plate, 
spark arrestor/ 
muffler, enduro 
headlight/taillight, 
speedometer with 
tripmeter 


204 Ibs. 


Transmission... 


Standard Extras. 


Dry Weight 


lightweight Elsinore-type items 
with ridgeless alloy rims. This 
year they've been made stronger 
than ever. And the front wheel 
drives a super-accurate speedom- 
eter (with built-in tripmeter adjust- 


able in both directions by a to 


help you zero those y 
checkpoints. То Ё 
protect the rider @ 
from water and mud 
splashed up by the ( 
knobby tires, there [X 
are wide, flexible ™ 
plastic fenders. Like я 
the Elsinores, the 
fenders are Team 
Honda red. 

The frame B 
draws heavily from 
the CR-125 but is 
adapted to the spe- 
cific rigors of enduro 
competition. But, § 
like the TL trials 
bikes, it has been 
kept very narrow for ES 
picking your way ES 
through ultra-tight x: 
places. The cleated Ми 
steel footpegs are spring- -loaded, 
folding and offer excellent sole 
grip even when the going gets wet 
and muddy. The standard tool kit 
is located in a small compartment 
behind the engine where it stays 
clear of the elements, yet is acces- 
sible for quick, on-the-trail 
adjustments. 

The MR-175 can go for miles 
and miles on the 2.9 gallons of 
fuel it carries in its tank. And the 
built-in spark arrestor and lighting 
systems (with a special rock guard 
on the headlight) are designed to 
help you meet your local off-road 
riding regulations. 

“Hundreds Of Dollars Cheaper.’ 
There are other 175cc non-street- 
legal enduro machines around 
that cost hundreds of dollars more. 
They also weigh more and are not 
as economical to maintain. But if 
you want that extra razzle-dazzle 
performance, you don’t have to 
spend much to make the Honda 
MR-175 into a super-mean, super- 
competitive machine. Jay Tullis 
puts it this way, "I ride basically a 
production MR-175 that we've 


"Manufacturer's suggested retail price plus tax, license. registration and transportation charges, if any. Always wear a helmet and eye protection when riding. Model avail- 
ability may be limited. Designed for off-road, operator use only. For free brochure, write: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. DB47, Box 50, Gardena, California 90247. 


See Yellow Pages for nearest dealer. (c) 1976 AHM. 


breathed on a little—longer-travel 
shocks, a little port work and an 
after-market exhaust pipe. About 
$200 to $250 worth of work and 
parts. And it's still hundreds of 
dollars cheaper than the heavy 
шаа и run M and beat. 


Now At 
Your Honda Dealer. 

So if you've got places to go ina 
hurry and you don't want to haul a 
lot of extra weight along with you, 
check out the new Honda MR-175 
at your nearest Honda dealer. It's 
got what you need, and not a 
pound more. At the right price, 
and not a penny more. 


SNEAK PREVIEW! 


SUZUKI S 
RMIZ5D 


Yellow gets more mellow 
by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


Presto. Before your zoot new 
125 needs its first air filter 
cleaning, it's obsolete. And if you 
are one of those highly com- 
petitive 125 motocrossers at- 
tempting to stay abreast of the 
latest, it's time to fork over again. 
The RM125B has arrived and 
you'll not be updating your 
RM125A to meet the new specs. 
Its big changes for the RM. Big 
enough to make the difference 
between RM and YZ a moot 
question? Read on and see. 

Starting with the motor, the “В” 
model gets an entirely new 


bore/stroke and consequently 
cylinder, piston, crank and port 
job. Bore/stroke is square at 
54mm/54mm to allow taller ports 
and attendant improved flow. 
Mid-range performance is 
improved while transfer and 
exhaust timing are radicalized. 
The longer stroke helps com- 
pensate for the longer dur- 
ation on transfer and exhaust, 
while slighly less intake duration 
contributes to smoothing things 
out. Suzuki claims 0.5 more 
horsepower at 10,750 rpm from 
10,500, but peak torque hits 250 
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rpm sooner. 

Other engine rideability 
changes include heavier crank 
wheels for more flywheel effect, a 
new ignition curve, a lighter 
piston to reduce vibration, a 
lighter rod and wristpin, 
redesigned reed block and a new 
pipe to suit the new motor’s fancy. 
What you have is basically an 
entirely new power unit. 

But take heart, "А" model 
owners. Transmission ratios 
remain unchanged, though the 
primary and secondary reduction 
ratios are ten percent higher 
APRIL 1977 


overall. And the frame is the same 
but for modified rear shock 
mounts attached to reinforced 
swingarm. Bottom mounts have 
been moved forward 16mm to 
increase travel. Oh, and there are 
the remote reservoir Kayabas, 
similar to the bigger RMs. You 
will find the same carburetor 
body, but with different jets, and 
your tank and seat are also jake. 
Up front you'll find an ex- 
ceedingly altered set of longer 
travel air/spring forks. Ten-pound 
springs cooperate with air 
pressure anywhere from 20-36 psi 


to suit a rider's very needs. 
9.1-inch travel sets the front 
wheel slightly farther out, 
increasing wheelbase by a hair. 
Corrugated rubber fork boots 
protect the shiny parts from the 
elements. 

Our sampling of the new 
Suzook took place at the annual 
Suzuki Editors MX, by now a 
classic of tomfoolery in Southern 
California. Basically the program 
consists of Suzuki supplying 
moto-journalism with liberal 
quantities of RM125s and food to 
destroy. In the ensuing massacre 
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old rivalries are renewed and we 
are all reminded who has a sense 
of humor and who doesn't. 

Various races take place fre- 
quently involving some of 
SoCal's top motocrossers turned 
editors for a day. Sort of like 
deputization. Both George and 
Gunnar took part in the festivities 
actively, while Len's motor drive 
hummed in the background. After 
the series of qualifying events, 
team races, genuine GPs and so 
forth, both had spent a fair amount 
of time on the new RM and were 
prepared to make at least a few 
initial comments pending the 
completion of a full test. 

Since the RM125A's per- 
formance was nothing to scoff 
at, the new motor could hardly 
show earth-shaking power 
increases. Where the motor 
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changes become obvious is in 
exiting corners. The “В” model 
requires less clutch-slipping in 
slow corners and is more willing 
to get up on the pipe and get work 
done. The change in overall ratios 
just about makes up for the 
under-gearing we assigned to the 


RM125A in August, 1976. First 


gear is more usable and the RM 
can benefit from the added top 
speed. 

Both suspension systems are 
significantly better. The new 
forks, while just a few hours of 
set-up from superb, are a definite 
improvement. Incidentally, the 
front hub is now conical, though 
braking surface is the same. 
Slightly lighter and stronger. Back 
on the forks, movement of the 
tubes in the clamps is now limited 
to roughly 5mm by the air caps on 


top. If you like to drop your front 
end for quickness, then you'll 
have to alter the caps. 

Though the action on the new, 
remote reservoir shocks is not 
significantly different than past 
units, they do remain much more 
constant in damping through a 
long moto. Experience indicates 
that they should last longer than 
the previous units, too. 

You say you want to know 


“more? Patience, please. Next 


month dear old DB will not only 
thrash the new yellow hummer 
soundly, in order to give you the 
complete scoop, but we will also, 
luck willing, force it to face off 
with the 1977 CR125 Honda; 
Yamaha's '77 YZ, and Husky's 
1977 CR. At this point, it looks 
like it's going to be a dynamite 
shootout! o 
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A RACE FOR ALL SEASONS 


ОЕ] BKE 


| DSCOVERS 


INDOOR 
MIN-CYCL 
RACING 


Seriously, though... 
by Woods 


Photos by Chet Highburrger 


— | 


APRIL 1977 


It isn't often that a magazine has 
an opportunity to herald a new 
sport. Everyone jumped on the 
observed trials bandwagon a few 
years ago, sounding for all the 
world as if it has just been 
invented, and then dropped it like 
a hot potato when it became 
obvious that it would never catch 
on at the level of motorcross. Now 
only serious plonkers on magazine 
staffs give it any coverage at all. 

But this is something different. 
Though this sport, too, has likely 
been around awhile, a carefully 
hidden secret practiced only by 
the dangerously demented, we 
have just encountered it. It is a 
sport with all the thrills of air 
hockey and all of the hard-hitting 
contact of freeway driving. Never 
mind that it has little to do with 
dirt, we feel we owe it to our 
readers to share the discovery. 
Gird your loins, dirt bikers of 
America, indoor mini-cycle racing 
is here! 

We should have been 
suspicious from the start. Our 
invitation to the event was 
shrouded in mystery. A friend (he 
is connected with a major 
motorcycle company which we 
will not embarrass by mentioning) 
called. 

“Hey, you guys out to drop by 
the warehouse this Saturday, 
something you might get a kick 
out of will be going on." 

"Oh yeah?" No doubt our 
voices were cautious, this was the 
same man who tricked us into a 
seven-hour lunch just weeks ago. 
We were still recovering. "What it 
is this time, Randy?" we asked. 

He would not elucidate, would 
only tell us to be there by nine 
a.m., and to bring our riding gear. 

Being suckers for a surprise, 
and being stuck in the middle of 
our annual three-day California 
monsoon, we went. 

Or rather, some of us went. Your 
humble author managed to con 
Chuck Harmon, Van World staffer 
and Penton aficionado, and the 
late, great, Chet Hayburger into 
accompanying him on what 
promised to be a risky un- 
dertaking. 

Upon first sight, the afore- 
mentioned warehouse gave 
little hint to the insanity we 
would soon find therein. Only a 
slight bluish haze drifting lazily 
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through the open doors provided 
any clue. Randy stepped out to 
greet us. 

“Hey, you bring your gear?” he 
asked. 

He himself was dressed as for 
the most casual of trail rides: 
boots, blue jeans and jacket. His 
helmet dangled easily in his left 
hand. He was limping. 

And before we knew it we were 
plunged into the tumult and 
excitement of indoor mini-cycle 
short-track racing. 

The dimly lit cavern of the 
warehouse was a snarl of minis. 
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Interesting encounters help one to form new friendships, and end old ones. 


Honda SL70s, Kawasaki 100s, 
they swarmed and buzzed like 
amorous bees, tangling and 
struggling around a hay-baled 
track marked out with strategically 
placed tires. After a few moments 
to orient ourselves, and a few 
more to particpate in one of 
Randy’s (he seemed to be 
functioning as promoter) 
mandatory refreshment breaks, we 
jumped into the action. 

Said action was broken up into 
four distinct parts. First, there 
were the heats. It seemed to 
matter little who rode what, as 
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bikes were swapped continually, 
sometimes as a result of a double 
crash in mid-race. The heats were 
clearly the free-form events, 
prized by serious crazies and 
unregenerate lowsiders. Between 
each actual race were the air and 
refreshment breaks. The air 
breaks served to allow the 
sluggish California wind to blow 
exhaust smoke out through the 
many open loading doors and 
windows. The refreshment breaks 
served to keep everyone so 
befuddled that they would be 
willing to race again. Team races, 


Woods demonstrates the classic knee-block, a sure way to prevent being passed on the inside. 
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run in three motos, ten laps 


apiece, were our preferred form of 


competition. Harmon and I 
quickly accepted a challenge from 
Randy and one of his cohorts in 
crime. Modesty (ahem) prevents 
me from giving the details. Suffice 
it to say that my talents for 
jumping the start, coupled with 
Harmon's ability to locate a rival's 
brake lever in the corners, stood 
us in good stead. 

In a word, it was a ball, and 
some fierce rivalries were formed 
which will certainly lead to 
further confrontations. For any of 


our readers who would perhaps 
like to try having their own, we 
offer some words of advice: 

First, make absolutely sure any 
warehouse used has a slick 
cement floor to prevent speeds 
from getting too high. Flour on 
the track will go a long way 
toward accomplishing this end. 

Second, be sure there is 
adequate ventilation. Exhaust 
fumes aren't good for you. 

Third, keep the track short, 
stock minis shouldn't be able to 
use more than second: gear often. 
Cornering styles (or lack of them), 


not speed, are stressed here. 

Fourth, don't forget the hay 
bales. The more the better. As 
they end up spreading loose hay 
around, which makes the turns 
much more interesting. 

Fifth, skid shoes made of 
cardboard are the hot setups for 
slidin'. 

And finally, if you're a serious 
racer, and will go with only one 
thought in your mind, to win, stay 
home, OK? The rest of us won't 
even know who won, and that 
would take all of the fun out of it, 
wouldn't it. o 


Yep, even here the trick machines show up. This is a mini speedway bike with a Yamaha 100cc road race kitted twin. 
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Good moves and 
— Sleek lines, but 
кы about those legs... 


DIRT BIKE 


Upon its arrival in Ameriland in 
mid-1973 the Ossa Phantom 250 
made big waves in the 250 
motocross pool. Top production 
dyno pusher of the year and first 
sub-200-pound 250 were a couple 
of its calling cards. The Phantom 
as a year or two ahead of its time 
in '73 and, with minimal 
development effort, it maintained 
a high ranking position for those 
ensuing years. 

Times change and the Phantom 
became the norm. By 1975, 
despite its power and light 
weight, the Phantom's legs began 
to look a might spindly. Wheels 
that traveled eight and more 
inches to accommodate terra 
infirma suddenly seemed more 
important than light weight or 
eye-bulging horsepower. Times 
changed and Ossa changed. First 
came the Phantom GP and now 
the more thoroughly worked over 
GPII. The GPII easily marks the 
most significant changes in the 
Ossa motocross line since the 
Phantom replaced the Stiletto. 


IN COGNITO 

Many of the Phantom's changes 
are hidden to the naked eye, 
despite the extensive cosmetic 
work-over. This year both 
transmission shafts ride on needle 
bearings and the shift mechanism 
has been altered to provide a 
lighter detent pressure. Five 
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Fifteen minutes 
would work up 
a dandy set 
of blisters. 
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well-spaced speeds are sufficient 
for motocross, which is the only 
loeus the Phantom should ever 
become familiar with. 

Porting is altered to provide a 
few more top end horsies without 
doing damage to the Phantom's 
extensive and usable mid-range. 
An up-pipe winds through the 
frame and exits behind the right 
number plate. Though the high 
pipe avoids the rider and ground 
quite conveniently, people who 
are currently riding Phantoms hint 
that there may be more power to 
be found in the GPI downpipe. 
One tremendous advantage of the 
new high pipe is that it finally 
incorporates an at least 
moderately effective integral 
silencer. 

Everything aspirates through an 
example of the Spanish license 
Bing which is becoming so 
common on many Spanish 
machines. 38mm seem to provide 
adequate breathing room and the 
choke lever provides appropriate 
enough enrichening to allow 
immediate starting always. 

Air filter access is under the 
seat and two 6mm bolts let you 
see it. The filter attaches by a rod 
and nut which pass through the 
body. Though detritus can fall 
into the carburetor neck when 
servicing the filter, the one-piece 
construction of the box provides 
excellent water sealing. The 
Phantom will and did run in water 
up to seat height. 

Both left and right side cases 
have been altered on the GPII. 
The previously somewhat bulky 
Phantom clutch case has been 
replaced by a sleek, form-fitting 
item. This case allows the rider's 
left foot to tuck in tighter on the 
motor, a boon but for the fact that 
the kickstarter shaft is now an 
obnoxious protruder. It tends to 


hang up the ankle of the rider's 
boot, prohibiting full travel on the 
shifter. Any problems we had with 
the shifting of the bike are 
completely attributable to this 
problem — one that can be 
remedied by the individual 
owner. The ignition cover on the 
right side is also narrower and 
provides abbreviated countershaft 
cover. The cover keeps the rider's 
foot out of the chain, but leaves 
the chain completely accessible. 

Five motor mounts provide 
integrity between motor and 
chassis. Two 8mm bolts in front, 
two 10mm bolts in back, and 
double support from the tank/seat 
junction of the frame to the 
cylinder head cinch it together. 
Stays from the upper frame area to 
the motor have become quite 
common since the advent of LTR 
suspension, and it is quite critical 
that all mounts be kept tight. 
Loose motor mounts can actually 
result in handling irregularities, 
not to mention broken cases and 
so forth. 

In part because of the 
chain-driven primary, and in part 
because power moves off the 
mainshaft of the transmission, the 
Phantom's countersprocket (note 
misnomer) is a country mile from 
the swingarm pivot. A solid six 
inches of distance virtually 
ensures that the chain will rub on 
the swingarm to some extent. The 
Phantom is provided with a 
tensioner and a rubbing plate on 
the top of the arm which keep the 
problem at bay. But, in order for 
Ossa to advance much further in 
rear suspension, something will 
have to be done to get the 
sprocket and pivot closer. 

Rear wheel travel, controlled by 
Betor gas shocks, is eight inches, 
not as much as some but certainly 
adequate. The frame appears to be 
the same Phantom frame with the 
rear subframe altered to lean the 
shocks forward. Mechanical 
advantage is 2:1 putting 
significant stress on springs and 
dampers. Springs are 
straight-wound, which doesn't 
allow for changing leverage in the 
centilever system. 

Front forks are also Betor and 
should travel just over eight 
inches. These forks are similar to 
previous Betors but are two 
inches longer and have a cast-in 
reinforcement front and rear. With 
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Prize dookickey award goes to the 
kickstarter holder. 


the stock 19-pound/19%-inch 
springs our Phantom’s forks 
traveled 6% inches and performed 
quite miserably. We have been 
working with alterations to gain 
the Betor ride we are accustomed 
to and so far have had only partial 
success. Al Baker provided us 
with a set of 20-pound/20-inch 
S&W springs, which coil-bind 
later in the travel and actually 


allow the forks 8¥%-inches of The crux of the matter: Pirelli tire and 


movement. If there had been 
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Betor shock. 


time, we would have used 
Montesa’s specs to sort out these 
units, since Montesa’s forks are 
modified Betors and work 
exceptionally well. We might add 
at this point that neither of Ossa’s 
West Coast riders use the stock 
forks, preferring the more 
professionally accepted 
Marzocchis. 

Both hubs are the same as 
previous Phantoms. Laced to 
green label Akronts, the wheel 
units were absolutely 
maintenance-free. No spoke 
tightening was required through 
many hours of riding. This is 
especially remarkable considering 
the poor performance of the forks 
throughout most of the test. 

Improvements in the padding of 
the already supple seat make the 
Phantom one of the most 
comfortable motocrossers to perch 
upon. But for the kickstarter shaft, 
the riding position and control 
location are fine for the rider of 
average stature. 


BLUE ON BLUE 

In the wake of the winter 
monsoons the Ossa’s first outing 
was mired in the Dunes morass. 
The stock Pirellis were quite 
pleased by this unforeseen 
pleasure and rider and machine 
happily glorped about roosting 
those with less mud-worthy 
machinery. 

As the day wore on and the 
sun shone downward, our more 
customary California adobe began 
to return. On harder ground at 
higher speeds everything was not 
so swell. First the forks began to 
pound ruthlessly landing from 
jumps and braking into corners. 
Fifteen minutes would work up a 
dandy set of blisters. And the 
Pirellis began to work like 
Pirellis. They squirmed and 
skated and generally signaled 
their displeasure. 

Still, your lone tester of the day, 
unaccustomed and unskilled at 
motocross as he is, felt pleased 
with the Phantoms. Handling was 
quick, allowing for squared 
corners and inside lines — in 
California apparently the 
hallmarks of a chicken moto- 
crosser. Nonetheless, taking 
the easy way, with strict 
avoidance of full-throttle slides 
and bravado cross-ups, the 
Phantom proved to be relaxingly 
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manageable. Smooth mid-range 
and lots of it drove the Ossa from 
any corner with determination. 
More often than not the front 
wheel would tend to loft despite 
the skatey surface and flaccid 
Pirelli. 

With two tanks of gas through 
the engine for break-in and a set 
of blisters to attest to the front 
fork's ill manners, the Ossa was 
declared ready for the onslaught. 

The next morning the DIRT 
BIKE staff returned in 
unaccustomed force, lacking only 
our moto-Swede who was off 
vacationing in, you guessed it, 
Sweden. For the following five or 
six hours the Phantom ran pretty 
much constantly. Blimpton 
sneered, showing his ever- 
pleasant and forthright bias. 
Weed thumped his "trialiley" 
bike over rocks and ignored. 
Woods snored, having just 
returned from the Yamaha show in 
Vegas. Bill and Tom paced back 
and forth in their leathers, right 
hands twitching spastically. 
Schoonmaker mumbled, “Uh, 
remember it's got Pirellis on it.” 

And so they went forth and it 
was ridden. And ridden some 
more. Everyone agreed, “No, the 
forks don't work." Everyone 
agreed, ‘No, the Pirellis don't 
work.” Beyond that agreement fell 
to the wind. "It's fast." “It’s 
squirrelly." "It turns great." "It's 
too quick." "Huh?" “I’m too 
sleepy." “I only liked the 
Penton." 
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Can a bike really 
be good 
and bad at once? 
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It was a day of confusion for 
those who write tests and attempt 
to convince you of our consensus 
of opinion. By that evening some 
were as willing as ever to 
bad-mouth the Phantom and 
others more willing than ever to 
praise it. What could be at work 
here? What can it all mean? Can a 
bike really be good and bad at 
once? And so on the eve of 
Gunnar's return we wait. 
Wondering. Who is right? Who is 
wrong? Does it matter? 

The ever-rational and observant 
Gunnar brought us down to earth. 


OSSA PHANTOM GPII 
Price (approx. retail, West Coast- 
$1648 
Two-stroke, piston-port 
244cc 
72mm x 60mm 


Displacement 
Bore x stroke 
Compression Ratio 

(uncorrected) 
Standard Jetting: 

180 main, 2.80 needle jet, 35 pilot 
Horsepower 
Clutch 
Primary Drive: 

Double-row primary chain, 2.26:1 
Transmission Ratios: 

1) 2.12:1 

2) 1.74:1 

3) 1.43:1 

4) 1.17:1 

5) 1.00:1 
Final Drive: 

12-tooth countershaft 

53-tooth rear sprocket 
Air Filtration Paper and foam 
Electrics Motoplat CDI 
Lubrication: Pre-mix, 32:1 
Recommended Fuel Premium 
Recommended Oil: ........ Full Bore 
Fuel Tank Capacity 2.4 gallons 
Frame: 

Double cradle, chrome moly 
Suspension: 

Front - Betor telescopic, 
8.1-inch travel 
Betor gas shock, 
8.0-inch travel 

Not primary kick 


Rear - 


Starting 
Wheels & Spokes: 
Akront green label, 4mm spokes 
Tires: 
3.00 x 21 and 4.50 x 18 Pirelli 
Dimensions: 
Wheelbase: 
56.0 inches (142.2cm) 
Swingarm length: 
17.8 inches (45.0 cm) 
Ground clearance: 
.11.5 inches (290mm) 
Bars, height . 43.3 inches (110 cm) 
width 35.7 inches (85.5cm) 
Pegs, height 13.4 inches (34.0 cm) 
width 17.9 inches (45.2cm) 
Seat height .. 35.7 inches (900mm) 
Fork angle 30.00 degrees 
Weight 213 pounds 
distribution 42.796 front 
57.396 rear 


cable-operated 
rod-operated 


Lights 
Silencer 
Spark Arrestor 
Sound Level: 

dbA (CHP): 96 left, 101 right 
Warranty Ignition: one year 
Parts Prices: 

Piston: $40.50 

Rings: $10.60 

Clutch cable: $3.20 

Brake pedal: $16.80 

Shift lever: $5.45 


DIRT BIKE 


Back out to the Dunes the 
Phantom once again went through 
its paces. Back into the pits, 
Gunnar was ready to fiddle. Oil 
change in the forks — two or three 
attempts and 220cc of five-weight 
was settled upon. Not. good, how 
do you adjust for a cold day? Fork 
action? Mediocre. Gunnar wants 
to know what's in a Montesa fork. 
They bind, too, on stutter-bumps 
and jump landings. 

Ah, and the rear end. For an 
Expert the shocks are not well 
suited. 'Springs are too soft and 
damping a little on the heavy side. 
For Amateurs they still prove to 
be acceptable. 

Gunnar likes the shifting and 
the power. Finds it easy to shift 
with the power on and loves the 
smooth and potent mid-range. “It 
wheelies easily from corners, but 
not uncontrollably. You can just 
hold it there." Not so fond of the 
new 90-degree throttle, though. 
Maybe something between the 
old trigger and 90 degrees would 
be better. 

Details: The tank rubs lightly 
on the pipe. The front brake cable 
guide is not sufficient — the cable 
tends to hang up and bend. The 
tail piece of the pipe is attached 
with a hose clamp: Mickey 
Mouse. Controls tend to be 
mushy. The front brake has so 
much return spring that it's hard 
to feel. Powerful enough, though. 
The rear is a bit mushy, too, and 
the pedal runs into the frame rail 
after an inch of movement. Clutch 
works fine except that after 30 
seconds at the starting gate it 
begins to drag and finally will not 
remain unengaged. Comes back 
quickly, though. 

On the much-touted handling 
controversy: The steering is quick 
and the bike, overall, is very 
maneuverable. The Ossa is the 
lightest 250 we have tested and 
benefits in turning and mid-air 
manners. It will tend to push the 
front wheel a little on flat, skittery 
corners, but is light enough to be 
held in place by the rider. With 
some Full-Bore tires to replace 
the Pirellis the feelings of 
squirrelliness are at bay. With 
non-wiggling tires the Ossa feels 
sufficiently, though certainly not 
excessively, stable. | 

More details: Very comfortable 
seating and control position. Good 

Continued on page 80 
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Is your dirt bike missing that 
EXTRA SOMETHING? 
Find it FAST in the NEW 


MUT PU 
, BUYER'S 
SS 


м. 


filled with fenders, flames, forks, tires, tools, 
tanks, carbs, controls, chains, chemicals, 
clothing, and most anything else that goes with 
Dirt Bike riding. 


DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE 


м 07-4 
ORDER TODAY! een Box 317 Encino, CA 91316 
Only $2.00 UN 
plus $.50 postage and handling Address 
for each copy ordered. Make City 
checks payable to HI- TORQUE 
PUBLICATIONS. Stdtg-— DEE- A Gic 


NOW AVAILABLE... 
The All New 
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CRASH & BURN SPECIAL 


from the Editors of DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


DON’T MISS THIS ONE... 


IT HAS ALL THAT YOU 
EXPECT FROM CRASH & 
BURN AND MORE 


CRASH & BURN 1977 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Please enclose $1.50 plus 50c postage & 
handling. Make checks payable to Hi-Torque 
Publications, Inc. 

Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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In response to an inquiry, there 
haven't been any meetings lately 
because your president fell on his 
brain and hurt it some. Those of 
you who were allowed to read 
DIRT BIKE during your 
formative years will remember the 
episode when I showed an actual 
picture of Harold Shepard starting 
to ride his motorcycle up a tree 
and down the other side. 

This was followed by an honest 
report of the activity in which I 
criticized Shep's riding style and 
reported that he came down a 
little faster than I normally prefer. 

All of this frenzy and rejoicing 
caused your president to adjust 
his lopsided intellect toward 
becoming the national champion 
of tree riding and that's how it 
happened. I was pretty sure he 
was using the wrong tire pressure 
but he swore it was bad throttle 
response. 

Anyway, nobody can argue with 
him these days because it makes 
him say bad words and show you 
his finger. He demanded a report 
on throttle matters at the very next 
meeting, which is what we are 
about to commence. Our speaker 
is that well-known authority, Mr. 
Irving Smokum. 


MESSAGE FROM I. SMOKUM 
Good evening friends and 
enthusiastic enthusiasts. My 
research began with this simply 
inquiry: ^When a new motorcycle 
is inflicted by a factory from some 
faraway land, how is it supposed 
to be adjusted to run?” It is 
supposed to run well at sea level 
and nearby altitudes! A very large 
number of these machines don't 
do that. They arrive here in a fine 
state of paint but they don't run 
well at sea level or other nearby 
altitudes, including less than. 

If you look in the booklet that 
comes with the bike, it usually 
says, “This motorcycle will run 
just fine at any altitude up to 3000 
feet above sea level." That doesn't 
help much either because it 
doesn't. 


WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

What this means is, sea level is 
different on faraway shores. I am 
confident that as soon as the sea 
discovers this, there will be great 
waves and floods everywhere. To 
prepare for this certainty, I 
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LAP 


Tuning the bugger 
by Carl Shipman 


recommend we all keep our bikes 
in perfect tune so we can ride to 
the hills. Here is approximately 
how to do that, as far as the 
carbonater is concerned. 

In two earlier reports, we fully 
discussed the parts of a carb and 
how to read spark plugs to see if 
they are all right in there. If you 
missed these reports, the same 
information is conveniently 
located in the DIRT BIKE 
WRENCH MANUAL which is 
conveniently advertised some- 
where. 


NEWS ABOUT THE 
PLUMBING 


In the carb float bowl is a main 
jet with a hole in it to allow fuel to 
flow upward and mingle with the 
airflow passing through the main 
air passage of the carb — the ven- 
turi. After passing through the 
main jet, the fuel must then flow 
through the needle jet before it can 
acutally mingle with the airflow. 
The needle jet will be obstructed 
more or less by the needle because 
the tapered needle sticks into the 
hole of the needle jet. 

The amount of restriction to fuel 
flow offered by the needle jet de- 
pends on how much ofthe tapered 
needle is sticking into the hole. If 
the fat part of the needle is in the 
jet, it is very restricted. 

Needle position is determined 
by the position ofthe throttle slide. 
which is determined by the 


amount of rotation you committed 
on the twist grip, which is deter- 
mined by how brave you are. If you 
are riding WOT, the throttle slide 
will be pulled all the way up and 
there will be a minimum restric- 
tion at the needle jet. WOT means 
wide-open throttle. It's nicer than 
that other word. 

Needle position is also deter- 
mined by a tuning adjustment 
which is best made while you are 
not riding on the bike. For any par- 
ticular throttle setting, how much 
ofthe needle sticks into the needle 
jet is affected by where you have 
the clip at the top of the needle. 

Putthe clip in the bottom groove 
and the needle is held higher in 
the throttle slide, so it extends 
downward a smaller amount and 
therefore less of it sticks into the 
needle jet. That means there will 
be less restriction to fuel flow. 


A HANDY RULE 
This means this: To make the 
fuel-air mixture more rich, move 
the clip down to a lower groove on 
the needle. To make the mixture 
more lean, move the clip upward 
to a higher groove. 


MORE NEWS ABOUT THE 
PLUMBING 

We adjust the carb for three rid- 
ing conditions: Idle or very slow 
running, medium throttle, and 
WOT. If we get all three set right, 
the machine should run pretty 
DIRT BIKE 


good at other throttle settings. Idle 
adjustments are not covered here 
because they were exterminated at 
an earlier meeting. 

The adjustments for riding 
around are mid-throttle and open- 
throttle. There is a separate ad- 
justment for each because other- 
wise it gets too confusing. 

Both adjustments are in the fuel 
flow path from the float bowl up to 
the venturi. One is the size of the 
main jet, the other is the location of 
the clip in the needle. You always 


COIL 
SPRING 


Important parts of a carbonater are 


actually named in this drawing. 


adjust the one that is controlling 
fuel flow. 

At full throttle, the main restric- 
tion to fuel flow is the main jet. The 
needle is pulled up as far as it will 
go so, in effect, it is trying to get out 
of the way. If fuel flow is not 
enough, change to the next larger 
main jet size. If it’s too much, go 
one size smaller. 

Because the main jet must allow 
enough fuel flow to feed the en- 
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THROTTLE CABLE 


gine at wide-open throttle, it will 
certainly supply enough fuel at 
mid-throttle. The needle and nee- 
dle jet do the restricting and con- 
trol fuel flow at mid throttle. Move 
the clip up or down to change 
mid-throttle mixture. If that 
doesn’t work, it may be necessary 
to change the needle or needle jet. 
More on that in a minute. 


MAYBE YOUR DEALER DID IT 


ALREADY 
Most dealers will change jets or 


A 


THROTTLE 
SLIDE 


NEEDLE 
„— NEEDLE JET 


adjust needle position when 
delivering a new bike, setting it 
up according to their own 
experience with, that model. It 
would be unfair to suggest that 
they do it wrong but I have 
sometimes been able to improve 
the dealer settings. At other times, 
I find the bike set up as well as I 
can do it, so I congratulate the 
dealer. 

Most experienced riders can’t 
resist trying to improve the set-up 
anyway, and it does no harm if 


you do it right. 

Even if the bike is set up 
perfectly when you get it, things 
change. Later a different set of 
adjustments may work better, or 
you may start riding at a different 
altitude. So this tuning procedure 
will come in handy many times. 


FIXING TO BEGIN 

To find out how to set these two 
adjustments, you must operate the 
bike and then read the spark plug 
or plugs. The best way is to do it 
on a dyno, but not everybody can 
do that. The next best way is to 
ride it. 

Some of the time you will be 
riding fast, so be sure the bike is 
in good mechanical condition. It 
does little good to try tuning an 
engine that is a few minutes away 
from total self-destruction or an 
overhaul. The ignition should be 
in good condition and not far way 
from proper timing. Be sure you 
have a recent spark plug installed, 
in fairly good condition. 

Find a remote place to ride for 
testing, with little traffic and no 
close neighbors who will be 
bothered by your repeated test 
runs. It's best to run up a medium 
hill or grade because you can 
work the engine hard without 
having to ride fast enough to 
attract the law or a crowd. 

Take along some tools including 
a spark plug wrench, a rag to hold 
hot plugs with, and whatever you 
need to take the carb apart. Have 
a clean rag handy to spread out for 
a working surface to keep carb 
parts clean and not lost. 


TESTING AT FULL 
THROTTLE 

Ride around some until the 
engine is warm. Then ride at full 
throttle up a gentle grade in one 
of the top gears. Ride for about a 
mile if there is room. A half-mile 
may be enough. 

Listen to the engine as you ride. 
If you hear pinging sounds or 
anything else unusual, shut down 
immediately, following the “cut it 
clean” procedure. 

At the end of the run, or 
whenever you decide to shut off, 
cut it clean: Pull in the clutch 
while closing the throttle. As 
quickly as you can, shut off the 
ignition so the engine stops 
running immediately. Coast to a 
stop, watching for a place where 
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Courtesy of your friendly local Hodaka 
shop manual, here's an exploded view of 
a Mikuni carb. Parts 10, 11 and 18 control 
mixture at half-throttle. Part 16 does it at 
full go. 


you can pull out of traffic onto a 
reasonably flat area. 

Without burning your little self, 
remove the spark plug or plugs. If 
there is more than one plug, 
notice where they came from and 
keep them in order. Look at the 
firing end to see if the plug has 
been too hot or too cold. It it has 
been too hot, it will look that way. 
The insulator will be clean, dry 
and maybe burned-looking. If it 
has been really hot, the metal 
electrode may look like it has 
been melted. That means the 
engine is running too lean. 

If its too lean, you need the 
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larger main jet. If you have been 
through this drill, you know what 
size jet is in the carb and you 
already have larger and smaller 
jets on hand. If you don't have the 
larger jet size, suspend operations 
until you get one. Put it in and 
repeat the test. 

When the main jet is the right 
size, the plug will look toasty 
brown and the insulator will be 
clean. 

If the plug is covered with black 
soot, you are running too rich. Try 
the next size smaller main jet. 

With some carbs, you can get at 
the main jet without dis- 
assembling. There's a screw on 
the bottom of the float bowl. 
Remove the screw and the main 
jet is on the end of it. You'll 
quickly learn to prefer this kind of 
carb. 


2 Mixing chamber body 
3 Mixing chamber top 
4 Throttle cable adjuster 
5 Throttle cable adjuster locknut 
6 Throttle valve (slide) 
7 Throttle valve spring 
8 Throttle adjuster 
9 Throttle adjuster spring 
10 Jetneedle 
11 Jet needle clip: 
12 Cable seat 
13 Mixing chamber top rubber cap 
14 Air screw 
15 Air adjusting spring 
16 Main jet 
Float valve and seat 
Needle jet 
Pilot jet 
Float.valve gasket 
Float 
Float pin 
Float chamber body 
Float chamber body gasket 
Float chamber screw 
Starter plunger unit 
Starter lever 
Starter lever spring 
Starter lever washer 
Needle. jet bolt 
Needle jet O-ring 
Needle jet washer 
Carburetor O-ring 
Banjo bolt 
Banjo bolt washer 
Mixing chamber top gasket 
Vent pipe 
Inlet manifold 
Inlet manifold gasket 
40 Inlet manifold spring washer 
41 Inlet manifold nut 
42 inlet stud 
43 Inlet gasket 
44 Heat shield block 
45 Spring washer 
46 Nut 
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TESTING AT MID-THROTTLE 
Now do the same test riding 
with the throttle held halfway 
open. It's a good idea to mark the 
twist grip some way so you know 
where mid-throttle is and so you 
can set it the same way each time 
you test. A piece of tape on the 
twist grip and another on the 
handlebar will do for markers. 

If the plug looks toasty brown, 
rejoice. If not it will look like it 
has been too hot or too cold. : 

If too hot, pull off the top of the 
carb so you can get at the slide 
and needle. Disassemble, being 
very careful to notice how it came 
apart and being careful not to lose 
anything. Before removing the 
clip from the top of the needle, 
notice what groove it is in. 
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If the plug has been too hot, the 
mid-throttle mixture has been too 
lean. Move the clip downward 
one notch on the needle. If the 
clip is already in the bottom 
groove, you've got a problem. 
Switch to the next larger size 
needle jet and position the clip in 
the middle groove on the needle. 
Test all over again. 

If the plug has been too cold, 
mixture is too rich. Move the clip 
upward one notch. If all the 
notches are below the needle 
already, install the next smaller 
size needle jet, put the clip in the 
middle groove and test again. 
Soon you will get it right. 

If there is more than one 
cylinder with a carb feeding each 
cylinder, tune each one 
separately. 


PLAYING IT SAFE 

If vou haven't played this game 
with your engine before, don't 
take it on a hot full-throttle ride 
up a mile-long hill. If it does 
overheat the plug, the engine can 
go into detonation and melt a hole 
in the top of the piston long 
before you reach the end of the 
mile. 


We made the 
best... 


B Better: 


Re-formulated to 
penetrate moving parts 
quicker and extend 
chain life through more 
efficient lubrication. 
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Now the proven 
seller is better than 
ever. New formula, 
dramatic new can. 


You can't beat 

TE Petrochem's Chain 
КЫШЫН Life for clean smooth 
chain operation or as a 
pre-assemble lube, 
drilling and tapping 
lube, open gear 
systems and a 
hundred other uses. 


PETROCHEM 


Manufactured by 
Champions Choice, Inc. 
PO. Box 5968, Orange, California 92667 


CLINGS and 
EXTENDS LIFE 


CONTAINS мо FLUOROCARRON 
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Get acquainted with engine 
conditions by riding a short 
distance and taking a look at the 
plug. If it looks OK, ride a longer 
distance. 

Its always better to start rich 
and then make it lean until you 
get it right. Rich engines foul 
plugs but don't melt pistons. 

Maximum power is always just a 
bit lean from perceptible richness 
— usually one jet size. A problem 
with some beginning tuners is 


recognizing the symptoms of 


running rich. Unless fuel is 
running out of the tail pipe, some 
riders don't notice a thing. It's 


nearly impossible to tell 
somebody the feel and sound of 
an engine when it's too rich. 

But it’s very easy to find out. 
Put a big jet in there and ride it. 
Then back down until the 
symptoms disappear, the engine 
feels strong, the exhaust sounds 
crisp but not crunchy, and the 
plug looks right. 

And don't overlook my 
discovery about sea level being 
wrong everywhere except here. 
When the big waters come, play it 
safe. Buy a beachfront lot in 
Denver. o 


NEW HI-POINT ACCESSORIES 


THE HI-POINT/ 
LECTRON 


Developed for the competition dirt bike, the 
new Lectron from Hi-Point offers: greater 
acceleration, single fuel metering, greater throt- 
tle response, no loading up, ease of tuning, more 
power, etc. See your Hi-Point dealer and find out 
why Lectron offers you more. 


What other seat 
has an embossed 
M-X rider? 


3709 W. Erie Ave. 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 


P.O. Box 2327 
Amarillo, Tx. 79106 


HI-POINT M-X & 
ENDURO BOOTS 


Q 


“The Choice of 
Champions” 
Available from 
your Hi-Point 
dealer in sizes 5 
thru 13 
including М 
sizes in M-X or 
Enduro styles. 
Copied by 
Everybody ... 
Duplicated by 
No One!!! 
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CUSTOM VAN SEATS 
FOR THE CYCLE 
RIDER 


A superior van seat custom built for the 
cycle rider. The Hi-Point van seat features 
aircraft type contouring of seat, molded foam 
cushions, top grade upholstery materials 
precision tailored, full range of color selec- 
tions. 

See your Hi-Point dealer or write for 
detailed info. 


bs Send me additional Lectron & 
| Van Seat information. 


І 
| о Enclosed is 50€ for postage and handling | 
for 1977 Hi-Point Accessory Catalog. | 
МАТІВ, ——— l 
Address | 

| City State AIG: umm 
| Mail to: Hi-Point, 3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain 

Ohio 44053. 


9604 Oates Drive 
Sacramento, Ca. 95827 


Circle Number 17 on page 86 


8 


“some guys will do 
anything to prove a point" 


“That’s what 
they said when I told # 
them I was going to 
ride a Hodaka Wombat 
from Los Angeles to 
Denver and back. 


Now, I know * d 
2,370 miles on a 125cc : el 
two-stroke bike may not be everybody's 
idea of a dream vacation, but I had to find 
out if the new Wombat was everything 
Hodaka said it was. 

“I started out with an absolutely 
100% stock Wombat, right out of the crate. 
It had about 200 miles break-in, and I 
adjusted the carburetor and taped some 
solder to the wheels for perfect balance. 
That was it! I pulled out of L.A. one bright, 
crisp morning with nothing but some 
clothes, a couple of spare plugs, and my 
wits. 

“After three days in the saddle and 
two nights at whatever motel I happened 
to end up at, I rolled into Denver — alittle 
weary, and glad І hadn't hit any bad 
weather. 

“I rested up a bit, then turned around 
and started back. Three days later I was 
home. 

“For almost 2,400 miles, all I’d 
needed was gas and oil, and the Wombat 
felt just as strong as the day I left — in fact, 
compression readings before and after the 
trip were dead-on identical! 

“What really amazed me was the 
way that engine just kept on pulling, 
whether I was running through the desert 
heat near sea level, or crossing a mountain 
pass almost 2У, miles up in the air. With 
no carburetor adjustments! 

“Now, I’m not exactly a novice 
rider — I won my first 2-day enduro in 
1947! There's not a lot in the world of 
cycling that I haven't seen. So when 
Hodaka said they'd come up with the 
ultimate dual purpose bike, | said ‘we'll 
see’. Well, I saw. 

"Of course, I already knew Hodaka 
made great dirt bikes — been riding them 
for close to 14 years now. In fact, I won 
the enduro trail bike class for my district 
four years straight on Hodakas, starting 
in 169. 

"So it was the 'street' half of the 
Wombat I was really curious about. Now 
nobody expects a single cylinder 125 to 
ride like a 1,000cc road burner, but what 
better way to test it than a nice, long ride 
through the wide open spaces? 


"That's why I did it. And you can 
call me crazy if you want. All I know is I 
had a real experience proving that this 
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new Wombat street/trail machine can 
really handle the street!” 

— Max Bubeck 

Glendale, Calif. 
Cruel & Unusual Punishment? 

We'd like to say right off the bat 
that we have tremendous respect for 
Max Bubeck’s many accomplishments 
— including the Denver trip — and we're 
delighted that he's chosen to compete 
exclusively on Hodakas for the last 12 
years. 

But we'd also like to say that we 
don't recommend the Wombat for too 
many trips like Max's. Not that we don't 
think the bike can handle it — we just don't 
want people getting the idea that every 
Hodaka rider is a fanatic out to prove 
a point! 

Above all, our bikes are meant for 
having fun, and in spite of all the victories 
people have racked up on Hodakas over 
the years, we always have the average 
rider firmly in mind when we sit down to 
design a new bike. 

We think most people who buy a 
cycle for off-road recreation want it to 
be as versatile as possible. That’s why 
the new Wombat is legal on the road too. 

Because what’s the point of getting 
off the beaten path if you have to worry 
about getting back on it? 

High standards: standard 

“Built to a standard” may sound 
a little corny and old fashioned, but at 
Hodaka it’s something we really believe 
in. That’s why you may find a Hodaka 
costs a bit more than similar-size bikes 
from the “Big Four”. But we think in the 
long run (like, say, about 2,400 miles) 
you'll find it's money well spent. 

Take the cylinders in our engines, 
for example. We could build them like 
most everybody else and just slip an iron 
sleeve into an aluminum casting. But then 
we'd face the same problem of power- 
robbing mismatches between the holes 
in the sleeve and the ports in the aluminum. 

Instead, we use a patented process 
to cast the iron liner and the ports in a 
single, seamless unit, then fuse the alu- 
minum to the outside. Our “Alumiferric®” 
cylinder costs more to make, but we think 
the top performance, long wear, and effi- 
cient cooling it gives are worth it (Max 
told us that after his trip, the piston and 
cylinder in his Wombat showed no signi- 
ficant wear.) 

Like we said — built to a standard. 

Our Table of Contents 

It's always seemed a little strange 

to us how some people will sell you a “do 


everything" bike, then turn around and 
hit you with a long list of extra-cost goodies 
you need to make the machine do what 
you really want it to. 

We think a bike should live up to 
its billing right off the showroom floor, 
without you having to add or replace 
things. So the Wombat already comes 
decked out with a lot of the trick stuff 
you'd pay extra for with another bike. 

What kind of things are we talking 
about? Well... 

Starting at the front, we’ve got 
super heavy duty forks (the same as on 
our 250) with over 7V, inches of travel. 
Plus “dog leg" control levers with com- 
petition quality cables. An enduro speed- 
ometer with resettable trip meter. A 
conical hub brake, and a powerful head- 
light and signals protected by an electronic 
voltage regulator. 

Moving amidships, notice the racy 
tank that flows into the seat contour for 
unobstructed freedom of movement. A 
see-through oil tank for instant supply 
checking. A folding shift lever that shrugs 
off rocks and logs. A sturdy skid plate 
and splash-proof air box for the engine. 
And a rugged, wide ratio 5 speed box with 


Hodaka’s unique shifting mechani 
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|, rt Heer eterid* down" mount- 
ing positions for the nitrogen-oil shocks, 
reed valve induction for more low end 
torque, and wide, comfortable MX-type 
handlebars, and you've got a machine 
that's exactly what we say it is — the ulti- 
mate light dual-purpose bike. 

Just ask Max Bubeck! 


FLASH! We ve just learned that John Townsend 
and Bob Brownell of Santa Ana. Calif. took 2nd in 
the 125 class in the SCORE Baja 1000 — on a 
Wombat with a 100% stock engine! 


For details on the Wombat and other exciting 
Hodakas from 100 to 250cc, plus the name of your 
nearest dealer, send а 13C stamp to: РАВАТСО: 
Box 327. Sherman Road; Athena. Oregon 97813. Tell 
'em Max sent you! 


PS. Well also throw in a free HODAKA decal for 
your van, car. or pickup window 
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PROFILE 


GAYLON МОЅЕР, 
| PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE’ 


Training hard, training harder, and going for it. 


There are certain basic 
characteristics or personality traits 
that are found to be common 
among all serious athletes, 
regardless of the type of sport that 
has captured their interest. First 
and foremost is the almost 
fanatical determination that drives 
them to perform to the utmost of 
their abilities time after time. 
Something which seems very 
natural to them, as this has 
become a part of their way of life. 
Their total physical and mental 
output, whether in actual 
competition or while training, is 
ideally always more — if even by 
only the slightest degree — than 
their previous performance. The 
idea here being that it is the very 
last bit of exertion that helps most 
to build stronger muscles. It only 
comes with pain. But pain is a 
small price to pay, and it soon 
passes. It’s a total mind and body 
effort. Once the mind knows that 
the physical being is capable, it 
can be pushed to that limit — and 
just a bit further — time and 
again. Combine these features 
with the kind of experience that 
can only be gained in actual 
competition, add an ever-present 
will to win, and you'll come up 
with a potential champion. 

One such individual is Gaylon 
Mosier, a professional moto- 
crosser. A professional 
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І won my first 
race. | was so 
stroked! 
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by George Wegner 


athlete in the fullest sense. 

Gaylon has been interested in 
most all sports to one degree or 
another since he was a small boy, 
but his first serious interest was in 
water skiing. From the time he 
was ten, he and his whole family 
would go water skiing every 
weekend. It was to him then 
much the same as bikes are to him 
now. That's all he wanted to do. 
He loved it. 

In '70 one of his brothers, 
Randy, bought him his first bike, a 


Yamaha 125. At first he was 
content with riding around in a 
little field near his home in 
Garden Grove while he learned 


the basics. Soon, his father and 
his older brothers, Fred and Rusty, 
started going to the desert to ride. 
A short time after that he 
progressed to riding his father's 250 
Ossa. (After a brief familiarization 
period,) the next logical step was 
to race it. "I won my first race. I 
was so stoked! After that I got a 
second, then another first." It was 
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time to move on to motocross. 

“I started in the Junior class. It 
was easy to move up then. You 
know, you only had to win four 
races, and then four more to be an 
Expert. It took me about six 
months to make Expert. My dad 
helped me buy a Maico. That was 
when I turned Intermediate. That 
was probably the whole 
thing...getting on that Maico. If I 
had gotten on something else, it 
might not have led to something. 
It felt right for me. 

"My: dad sponsored me right 


away and I started winning some 
races. I also had a partial 
sponsorship from Dowen’s 
Cycle Center. I was wearing his 
shirt and stuff. He gave me a little 
bit off on parts. Then Rich 
(Eierstedt) started showing up. He 
was riding for American 
Motocross (Specialties). I was 
racing with him every 
weekend...beat him sometimes. 
Later Rex (Staten) started racing 
with us. It was a big duel every 
weekend. Me and Rich trying to 
APRIL 1977 


ее 


29 


beat Rex оп a CZ. 

"I didn't train much then. We 
were still going to high school. 
Although we did work out a little 
bit in school. I guess we did a lot 
of riding. We rode about three or 
four times a week. So that was 
pretty good. But then, the motos 
weren't but 15 or 20 minutes long. 

“It seemed like Rich had a 
pretty good ride with American 
Motocross so I just asked them, 
you know. Rich told me to ask 
them for a ride. I went and asked 
Warren Barell and he said 
"sure." He started helping me out 


Hondaline 


and stuff and then he got to 
talking to Maico. Later Frank 
Cooper gave me a bike and started 
giving me some parts too. I just 
kept doing better and better. The 
better I did, the more I got. 

“Then I rode for Honda. But it 
just didn't work out. They started 
showing up at Saddleback. I don't 
know who was riding for 
them...Gary Chaplin and some 
other guys. And I was beating 
them on my Maico. Everybody 
tried to talk me into riding for 
them and they were thinking that 
they ought to ask me. But it didn’t 
work because they were always 
doing lots of reserach and de- 
velopment work on the bike. 
Their bikes weren’t even close to 
what they have now. I was doing a 
lot of tests...like every week I'd 
go and test something. If it didn't 
work, I'd lose the race. But at least 
they'd know it didn't work. So I 
got tired of that after about six 
months and went back to Maico. I 
figured, what's the use of racing if 
I can't win. It's not going to help 
me. So what if I've got a 
pocketfull of money. I want to 
win. 


for the legs. 


Hondaline™ MX pants. Rugged nylon with goatskin leather at 


critical wear points. Expandable insets along calf, hip and behind 


knees aid quick movement. Removable knee cups. 


igh-density 


padded hips and shins. Extra protective-padded high waistband. 


TM 


Designed by riders. For riders. 
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"I bought a Maico after that and 
started building back up. I kind of 
had to start at the bottom again. I 
decided to try to get some help 
from Wheelsmith Engineering. I 
had raced with Greg a lot before 
that. He always had all the parts 
and the machine shop and all. 
And it turned out to be a really 
good deal. He makes the best 
Maicos in the U.S., ог in the world 
as far as I'm concerned. 

"Like, you can take a stock bike 
and try to race it, but...I don't 
know. It's just so much better to 
have Wheelsmith's equipment on 
it from the beginning. His 
components are designed to hold 
up under the toughest conditions. 
I do a lot of testing for him. We 
work together on a lot of his stuff. 
Not that I'm necessarily hard on 
equipment, because I'm not. But I 
push the bike to its limits. I abuse 
it more than...say, a novice would. 
So Greg can find out what works 
and what's good. Then he can sell 
it. If it’s good for me, it's good for 
him. The Wheelsmith stuff is 
really good. Just the little stuff 
that keeps you from DNFing. I 
know the Europeans have a lot of 
trouble with their trick parts. As 
soon as we get a bike out of the 
crate, Greg changes the spokes 
and all the stuff that he has known 
for years doesn't work. Change it 
before it breaks. I'm still using a 
wheel I used two years ago. It has 
a real exotic pattern of spokes. 

“When I began riding for Greg I 
started working back up to Maico 
again too. I started traveling. That 
was the first time I went on the 
Trans-Am and rode some 
Nationals for Maico. 

"I went on the Inter-Am once 
with Honda but, like I said, I 
didn't finish one of the races. I 
think I finsihed one moto out of 
six races. I finished third behind 
Pierre and Rex at that fire race in 
Utah. 

“I raced the last part of the 
Trans-Am two years ago, but I had 
a few bike problems. I would win 
one moto and then break down in 
the next. The next week I'd win 
the first moto and break down 
again. It happened in Texas, 
Washington, Livermore and at 
Saddleback. I won three motos. I 
was doing my own wrenching at 
the time. Light Brown gave me 
$100 after the Saddleback race 
just for having the worst luck of 
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the series. 

""Two years ago I got an open 
bike and started riding it in the 
Nationals. I had never really 
ridden an open bike before that. I 
didn't finish some of the races in 
the 500, but I got ninth in the 250 
Nationals. I didn't finish in the 
top ten in the Open class. 

"In the Trans-Am I rode that 
jack shaft bike that Greg built. It 
was really good, but I wasn't. 

""This year, the second year, I 
did alright and finished 12th 
overall. I didn't finish too well in 


I think the biggest 
thing with Maicos is 
just cleaning them 

every week. 
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the first two races because my 
bike wasn't set up like I wanted it 
to be. I just didn't have the time to 
set it up right as far as suspension 
and things go. It only had eight 
inches of travel. It just needed 
shocks and stuff like that. If you 
don't have the good stuff like 
everybody else, it's hard to 
compete. So I just kind of got it 
together about halfway through 
and started finishing around 
fourth, then a second and a 
sixth...usually in the top then, 
and that was good enough. 

“T think the biggest thing with 
Maicos is just cleaning them every 
week. Their bikes are made good, 
but still, you have to work on 
them. Just like you have to with 
any racing machine. It's not going 
to work for you perfectly each 
week if you don't spend some 
time on it. Greg is really good 
about keeping everything perfect. 
If something's not right, he makes 
it right. You can't just keep riding 
them and riding them. Like the 
brakes, they'll keep working, but 
they work so much better if 
they're right. You just take them 
apart every two weeks and clean 
them up. Dirt can get in where 
you can't see and it wears them 
out. Then they get loose. If you 
keep everything clean it will last 
so much longer. 

“That stuff about Geboers 
almost being disqualified after 
winning the Texas Trans-Am for 
illegal axle was all pretty crazy. 
He didn't know it really. It went 
through tech inspection and they 
didn't catch it. For some reason 
they checked it again after the 
race and it didn't pass. The AMA 
just had to say, well, we'll let it 
slide this time, but we'll be more 
careful that you don't use that 
stuff again. It was a titanium axle 
with steel pressed into the ends so 
it would pass as steel in the 
magnet test. I used them two 
years ago all year. But when I 
started finishing it started 
worrying me. I thought wow, if I 
get caught...They’re just lighter. 
We'll do anything to them to get 
some pounds off." 

Gaylon is quick to admit that 
experience and training are the 
key to his or anyone's success in 
motocross. He has learned the 
hard way. 

“When we got to Florida last 
year it was 110 degrees. You're 
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out in the sand with giant 
whoop-de-dos, and you've gotta 
go for 45 minutes. The last ten 
minutes of that moto, man! If you 
don't have it, you just die. You 
can't even ride. I didn't ride the 
whole Florida series. Everyone 
else did. I didn't have the bikes 
ready and didn't plan ahead so I 
just couldn't make it. I finally got 
there for the last race and 
everybody else had already been 
racing there. They were kind of 
used to it. And they had been 
training down there in Florida in 
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the sand and riding wide open for 
two 45-minute motos. I'd been 
training, but not like I should 
have been. 7 ot hard enough. So 
boy, did I die. It was hell. It was 
so hard just trying to stay up. I 
could stay up for a while, but I 
had to back it off halfway through 
the moto. There was no way. I 
rode my brains out. Shoot, I 
couldn't hang on. I couldn't even 
breathe. 

“This year I'm going to Florida 
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You've gotta tune 
your body to do 
something all the 
time the same way. 
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right away like everybody else. 
That got them ready for the 
Nationals. I kind of had to build 
up to it. Shit, it took me two 
months just to get'back into it. 
This year I'm starting training 
earlier and I'm going to start 
riding earlier. I'm going to that 
Florida Series. By the time the 
Nationals come, I should be 
ready. 

“Т try to do my exercises right 
when I get up. They’re mostly 
warming-up exercises, stretching, 
sit-ups and things like that. I have 
a barbell for curls and I do deep 
knee bends with it behind my 
back. Just to get a little hot before 
I run. 

"I have a couple of courses that 


I run. I just take off from here and 
run all the way down through the 
fields, then down to the beach, 
along the ocean for a mile or 
more, around the park, then all 
the way down the railroad tracks. 
The other course is a harder one 
really, It goes all up and down 
hills. It's about three miles, but 
some days those hills are really 
tough. I run one of those courses 
every day before breakfast. 

"Its important not just to train, 
but to eat and sleep right too. 
You've gotta tune your body to do 
something all the time the same 
way. Then it builds up. It gets 
used to doing something, then it 
builds up. So I eat a good 
breakfast and then. just rest for a 
half-hour or so before I get into 
something else. Or, if I’m going to 
the gym, I usually let breakfast 
settle for an hour and a half or 
two. I try to go work out at least 
two or three times a week. 
They’ve got really good weight 
machines there. I go through all 
the machines, you know, jump 
rope and all that. If I’m not too 
whipped, I'll go through it again. 

"I don't really have any 


Hondaline 
for the feet. 


Hondaline™ MX boots. Quick post fasteners and no-buckle Velcro® 
closures for easy-on and EU Metal shin plate for protection. 
i 


Reinforced instep sidewall. 


gh-density foam ankle and shin 


padding. One-piece molded sole with built-in steel arch plate. 


TM 


Designed by riders. For riders. 
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hobbies, like sitting down and 
building models. It's all sports. 
Mostly it has to do with training. 
If I don't go to the gym, ГІЇ ride 
my bicycle down to the courts and 
play tennis or racquetball. Or, just 
ride my bicycle. Last year some 
friends and I did a lot of climbing 
hills and stuff. We had this one 


hill that was ten miles to the top 
and it was pretty well straight up. 
It was hard. You could go until 
you were completely blown out. 
Pushing as hard as you can until 
there's nothing left. Your legs are 
like rubber. 

"І try to get to bed at least by 
11:00. Get up at eight and do it 


EROM OUT ОР THE WEST 


Russ iue 
"er ES 


13 869-7346 S 


e DOUBLE THE LIFE OF ANY 
ROLLER ON THE MARKET. 


18423 Rosemead Blvd. 


At YOUR DEALERS NOW! 


Pico Rivera, CA 90660 
(213) 869-7346 


Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited ` 


BREAKTHROUGH 


Engineered for Safety - Designed for Style! 


IN HELMET 
TECHNOLOGY! 
THE SHOEI S-30 


A new lightweight, 
ultra-efficient helmet 
incorporating the space 
age material Carbon Fiber, 
that meets all safety 
standards including 

1975 Snell. Our 

top of the line helmet. 


171 7 Pontius 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 


every day. I try to train harder 
each day. The more you do it the 
better it is. To get in shape it's got 
to hurt. It's got to hurt а lot. It's 
gotta hurt the whole time. 
Anything you do...any kind of 
weight-lifting or exercising has 
got to hurt, or it isn't going to do 
you any good. If you've: been 
doing it for ten minutes and it's 
just killing you, and you're all out 
of breath and just can't stand it, 
then it's going to do you some 
good. If you're not sweating and 
in pain...you know what pain 
feels like, it's gotta hurt. You have 
to make yourself do it before you 
talk yourself out of it. After you do 
all of this training, and you know 
you ve trained as hard as you can, 
you feel better. Then when you go 
out to win races you know in your 
head that you've done it, and as 
hard as you could. If you don't 
push yourself all the time you 
might still be strong enough to do 
it, but in the back of your mind 
you know that you didn't train as 
hard as you could have. You've 
got to train hard, as hard as you 
can the whole time, harder and 
harder. Then in your head you 
will know. If your mind doesn't 
give up, your body can't give up. 


ee 
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"I'm going for a couple of 
National titles. It’s going to be a 
lot harder, I know. Everyone’s 
training harder and getting more 
serious. I don’t know how this 
sounds, but with my training I'm 
in as good a shape as they are. I 
can beat them because I ride 
faster, you know. Everybody can 
be in good shape and last long, 
but if you don't go fast enough 
and...you've got to go for it, and 
be smooth while you're going for 
it. Then you can go by anybody 
and just blow them away. That's 
how I'm going to do it. I know I 
ride faster than all of them. I've 
just got to keep training hard, all 
year. I'm going to win and keep 

Continued on page 88. 
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Husking the Howerton Husky 


By this, the fourth installment of 
"Riding the Champ's Bikes," 
patterns begin to emerge. We 
have now twisted throttles and 
words on two Japanese and two 
European championship 
motocross contenders. While one 
of the most significant im- 
pressions has been the basic 
similarity of all the machines, we 
now begin to get a feel for their 
different design approaches. 

Both the Honda and the 
Kawasaki are specialized hybrids 
which are not currently for sale. 
Nor is there anything like a 
replica of the works machine 
APRIL 1977 


available at this time. These 
companies, along with the other 
two Japanese contenders, can 
afford a massive development 
program where prototypes are not 
destined to become production 
models, but rather are the test 
beds for specific ideas which will 
eventually be incorporated into 
production. The production model 
may bear small physical 
resemblance to the racing 
prototype, but benefits from the 
engineering which went into the 
high-budget racer. | 

Across the Atlantic Ocean, 
however, development is ap- 


proached on a less grandiose 
scale. All of the European 
companies currently contending 
national and international 
motocross usually campaign what 
will be the next year's production 
model. These pre-production 
prototypes receive the treatment 
each rider/mechanic pairing feels 
is appropriate. The first example 
of the modified production 
machine which we had the 
pleasure to try was Adolf Weil's 
Maico, which appeared in the 
February "77 issue. This month 
we took a spin on Kent 
Howerton's 1976 500 National 


As you see it: mostly stock 360 Husky — a National-winning Husky. 
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Championship Husqvarna. We 
were surprised to find that the 
Eric Crippa prepared Husky was 
even more the production 
machine than Adolfs Maico. 

Though the 390 Husky motor 
became available to Kent and Eric 
at roughly mid-season, they 
elected to complete the season on 
the well-proven 360cc 
powerplant. A chassis similar in 
travel to the '77 unit, coupled with 
the '77 model forks, made the 
Howerton Husky roughly a 197615 
model, barely even pre- 
production. 

Additionally, the machine 
remains essentially stock by using 
carefully selected and prepared 
production components. The only 
non-stock components on Kent's 
Husky are the Fox shocks coupled 
to a steel swingarm of U.S. make 
and a Mikuni carburetor. 
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Fox shocks were chosen 
because of their reliability rather 
than any particular advantage in 
action over the stock Girling gas 
unit. They are effectively 
unbendable, even in a pile-up, 
and remain absolutely consistent 
in performance throughout each 
moto. The nitrogen tanks and 
regulators which Eric carries in 
the Husky team van provide easy 
adjustability. The swingarm was 
necessary because the Fox shocks 
require more room to achieve the 
same travel as the Girlings. The 
lower mount had to be moved to 
the rear. 

Eric doesn't feel that the 
Mikuni offers any advantage in 
overall power output, but that its 
multitude of circuits allow more 
accurate adjustment to suit 
different conditions. A wider 
range of jets and needles are 
available for the Mikuni to 
compensate for different altitudes 
and temperatures. 

On board the combination of 
the Mikuni and Eric Crippa's long 
hours of port work pay big 
dividends in mid-range response 
and performance. Though top end 
performance does not feel 
tremendously improved, there 
seems to be nearly another ten 
horses in mid-range. This 
immediate and strong low to 
middle rev response was what 
Eric aimed for in his porting 
improvements. И 

We rode the bike just after the 
Phoenix Trans-AMA and it had 
received no attention after the 
race, so it was additionally 
impressive that the motor was so 
crisp. Power was smooth and 
quite controllable and, like the 
other “works” bikes we've ridden, 
throttle response was incredibly 
direct. The rear wheel seemed to 
turn at exactly the speed the 
throttle was set at. 

Of course, the set-up on the 
bike was immaculate, contributing 
to the uncanny feeling of intimacy 
between throttle and rear wheel. 
It was almost as if the throttle and 
carburetor were directly linked, 
with no cable. Similarly, the 
brakes (the '77 hubs laced to 
either Sun or D.I.D rims) were 
smooth but powerful, and could 
be felt with precision through the 
rider's fingertips. 

This was undoubtedly the best 
shifting Husky we have ever 
APRIL 1977 


From left to right: Kent Howerton, Gunnar Lindstrom and Eric Crippa. 
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Circle Number 22 on page 86 


encountered, a tribute to the 
precision assembly by Eric. 
Movement was light and quick, 
but, in contrast to the other 
Champs' Bikes we've sampled, 
the Husky has somewhat longer 
throws. Little time was required 
to adjust to the action. 

Despite the six available speeds 
the flexibility of the motor keeps 
Kent in three or four of the six 
speeds in almost all situations. 
First is used for riding slowly in 
the pits and second gets the nod 
for starts and the very slowest 
corners. Third handles the 
majority of corners and winding 


sections and fourth carries down 
the faster straights. Fifth comes 
into play only in the very fastest 
sections. Sixty? Kent says he's 
used it a couple of times. We had 
a hard time justifying anything 
more than fourth. That gives you 
an idea of how fast a National 
Champ actually is. 

While we were playing around 
in fourth gear it was hard not to be 
impressed by how well the 
suspension units cooperated. Eric 
and Kent claim that it took them 
half the season to get the 
suspension sorted into a top-notch 
package. A little bit of air atop the 


Enduro Speedo & Racer 


New side reset knobs on VDO Enduro Instruments are big enough to grab 
and tough enough to take it. Great improvements to two great instruments. 
Speedo includes odometer. Trip counter reads in tenths and can be set 
forward or backward. Racer is ultimate competition instrument, calibrated 
for use with accurate watch to provide precise time/distance computations. 
Both instruments are housed in tough, matte black cases, night-lighted, 


with 3-1/8" faces. 
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М Do CYCLE INSTRUMENTS 


116 Victor о Department 101 с Detroit, МІ 48203 


Precision instrumentation from Germany . . . for the world. 


В New folder describes VDO Handlebar Gauges ... Biker Tach and Speedo for cus- 
B tom bikes... Enduro Speedo and Racer. Send 256 to cover handling and postage. 
В 
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stock springs in the forks work 
with the finely tuneable Fox 
shocks to produce just the right 
compromise. The high demands 
they made paid off with a superb 
suspension match contributing to 
an excellent handling motorcycle. 
Careful preparation makes more 
difference than all the trick parts 
in the world. 

For the last race at Phoenix Eric 
tried the new 390 pipe, which 
tucks in a little tighter to the 
frame, but for the rest of the 
season the 360 pipe was used. 
With Eric's port mods he still 
feels that the 360 pipe is the best 
arrangement for the 360, and we 
will have to admit to some 
surprising similarities in power 
between the Crippa 360 and the 
new 390. 

So our fourth contender, the 
Howerton Husky, falls in line 
with the Maico. They are both 
production motorcycles that, with 
proper set-up rather than hordes 
of trick parts, are perfectly capable 
of winning National Cham- 
pionship motocross. All 
easily within the realm of the 
diligent local pro motocrosser. @ 


PERFORMANCE 
PRODUCTS 


| ae REORMANGE PRODUCTS 


WORKS CHAIN TENSIONER 
AVAILABLE MOST BIKES 
$27.95 


RM 125B WORKS ENGINE KIT 


‘77 CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE 
ONLY $2.00 


CH PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS 
7633 Winnetka, Canoga Park, CA 


(213) 998-7250 
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Seizure protection for | 


the home mechanic? 
by Gunnar Lindstrom 


Seized engines are a pain. After 
weeks and weeks of careful jetting, 
bikes suddenly start running too 
lean and then expire. Especially 
two-strokes. They are sensitive to 
the right amount of fuel being 
consumed, not only because the 
atomizing of the fuel uses a lot of 
heat from the engine, but because 
less fuel also means less oil. This 
nearly always has а distastrous 
result on pistons and/or lower ends. 
The explanation usually given is, 
“My engine has an air leak." 

The reasons for engines starting 
to run lean after some time are: a 
worn-out seal on the crankshaft; or 
a base gasket that suddenly bursts; 
or an intake manifold that suddenly 
starts to warp while its gasket stops 
sealing. These types of faults are 
almost impossible to detect with the 
naked eye. Some kind of pressure- 
checking device is necessary. 

Many shops have something 
along this line made up, constructed 
from hose line and a manometer. 
But very few, if any, sets have been 
available for those customers who 
would like to do their own pressure- 
checking as a preventative measure. 

The Azusa vacuum and pressure 
tester kit is just such a product. It 
can be adapted to almost any bike 
with a minimum .of hassles. You 
quickly learn how to pressure-check 
your entire engine (seals, gaskets, 
and also the entire crankcase, 
cylinder and head) against any 
porosities or other leakage. 

The kit includes everything you 
would possibly need to check the 
majority of engines. There is an 
adapter which plugs into the spark 
plug hole and rubber plugs that seal 
the exhaust and intake manifolds. 
This is the way almost all pressure 
testing is done. 

It is possible to attach the 
pressure tester at either of the 
manifolds and leave the spark plug 
in the head, but that requires a 
little fiddling with the pressure hose 
adapter. 

We used the tester on two bikes, 
APRIL 1977 


PRODUCT EVALUATION 
Azusa Vacuum Tester 


. pressure just by moving the hoseline: 


a Husqvarna and a Suzuki. the only 
problem we ran into concerned the 
rubber plugs supplied to seal off the 
exhaust and intake manifolds. They 
were a little too small in diameter 
for the Husky. However, the 
supplied neoprene gasket material 
solved this nicely. We also found 
that it was much easier to detect 
leaks by using the pressure part 
with a brush and soap and water, 


rather than the vacuum. Small 
bubbles would start forming imme- 
diately if there was a small leak. 
The Azusa tester was an excellent 
tool for both home and shop use, 
either for tracing faults or preventa- 
tive maintenance. Suggested retail 
price is $36.95, and it's distributed 
to dealers through most of the 
major distributing houses including 
Suzuki and Kawasaki. o 
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1976 01250 


Save $162 


Manufacturer's suggested sale price excluding freight, dealer prep, title, state and local taxes. 
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SAVINGS SALE. 


expensive. Even more impressive. 


048 


1976 D'I400 


-a Save $150 


These three 1976 Yamaha 
Enduros are the result of over a decade 
of on-road/off-road technology. And, 
your Yamaha dealer is now offering 
special spring savings on the DT 175, 
250 and 400. These low prices now 
make their engineering excellence 
even more appealing. 

The dual-purpose features of 
these machines give the Enduros the 
unique capability of coping with both 
the street and the dirt. Each has a 
powerful Yamaha two-stroke engine 
fueled by Torque Induction to supply 
greatlow-end pulling power. An Auto- 
lube system to consistently adjust the 
flow of oil into the fuel mixture, for 
increased engine life. A five-speed 
constant-mesh transmission to provide 


adequate power at all speeds. And 
Enduro instrumentation includes a 
large, sealed-beam headlight, speed- 
ometer, tachometer, and resettable 
trip meter. 

Control and traction are the 
result of the motocross features in each 
of these motorcycles. Forward- 
mounted five-way adjustable thermal 
phase rear shocks allow better han- 
dling and more rear wheel travel. 
Long travel front forks, larger front 
wheel and greater ground clearance 
contribute to precise cornering and 


easy 
handling 

in rough terrain. 
And, a center-mount exhaust system, 
tucked away through the narrow 
tubular steel frame, is protected from 
off-road obstacles. 

However, the most important 
feature to consider is the new reduced 
price. If you agree, visit your Yamaha 
dealer for a test-ride. Then, your only 
problem will be to decide which 
Yamaha Enduro you should ride home. 


When you know how theyte 
built,youll buy aYamaha. 
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: PARTS & SERVICE FOR: 
KTM/PENTON - BING 
DKW/SACHS/ROKON 


Shipped anywhere by: ROTORCYCLE 
1173 No. Maclay, San Fernando, Ca. 91340 
Telephone: (213) 365-1919 
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OSSA PARTS 
Shipped Anywhere C.O.D. Lg. 
Parts for Older Bikes. 
COUNTRY WHEELS, LTD., R.D. #5 Belfance 
Road, Amsterdam, New York 12010 (518) 
842-0900. 
CALL OR WRITE TODAY. STATE: YEAR, 
MODEL, ENG. & FR. NOS. 


Inventory of 


Circle Number 24 on page 86 


"GOLDEN SPECTRO 
15 UNQUESTIONABLY 
THE BEST PRE-MIX 


OIL AVAILABLE TODAY" 


SPECTRO OF CALIFORNIA 
BOX 1154 
PLACENTIA, CA 92670 


INTERCONTINENTAL LUBRICANTS 


BOX 208 
BROOKFIELD, СТ 06804 


SEND 50¢ TO US IN CONN. FOR A PATCH, STICKERS, CATALOG 


PHANTOM 
Continued from page 61 


bars and levers. Nice grips. 
Strange bolt sizes about: 23mm 
axle, 7mm sprocket bolts, 
one-inch fork caps. Front number 
plate is not firmly enough 
mounted; it twists. Right plate 
cracked around pipe. Without 
vent caps on the forks they no 
longer pee oil on your knee. 
Motor mounts and steering head 
must be watched for tighteness. 


CONTUSIVE CONCLUSIONS 

Ossa’s GPII Phantom is an 
attractive motor and chassis 
package with suspension that 
needs some work. The forks 
should be capable of adequate 
performance for the Amateur with 
some attention to spring and 
damping. For the Expert 
replacement may be necessary. 
The shocks, too, are acceptable for 
Amateur-level riders but will not 
do the job for the Pro. The frame 
will be excellent suited to riders 
who prefer quick handling and to 
racetracks that are more difficult 
and natural than the SoCal norm. 
Controls, seat, pegs are all 
top-notch. 

Throughout our test the 
Phantom was remarkably reliable, 
requiring only periodic tightening 
of motor mounts and steering 
head. And other than some 
strange bolt sizes, maintenance is 
straightforward and simple. 

But the Phantom’s biggest asset 
is its superb power. Power that 
gets you out of corners quicker 
because you can use it. Power that 
will get you down a start straight 
next to any other production bike. 
For the rider who is willing to put 
some effort and money into the 
suspension components, the 
Phantom’s advantages may well 
be worth working for. o 


i BULTACO 


HODAKA 
We Also 
Mail-Order $.75 for 


catalog 


5606 W. Manchester Blvd. 
Westchester, CA 90045 
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FLYWHEEL PULLERS 
GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


A flywheel puller—guaranteed for 
life — with a heat-treated center bolt. 
Order yours today and never be 
plagued with breakage again. 


2895 


LONG-WEARING 
PIGSKIN GLOVES 


Extruded rubber knuckle and 
thumb protection. Seamless 
thumb for comfort. Sandstone 
color. Sizes small, medium, 
large and X-large. 
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HYDRON-COATED GOGGLES 


New coating of Miracle Plastic 
Hydron prevents fogging. Adjust- 
able strap fits everyone. 


No. 70 5695 
(wide angle) 


STICKIES 


Now you can show ‘em 
where the action is! Put your 
Dirt Bike or Motocross Stickie 
on your gas tank, helmet or 
any unusual place that will make you stand out. Both stickies are 
3-5/8x2-7/8". Only a mere 25 cents each, five for a buck, 
1,000 for $250, 10,000 for? 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. Р.О. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


— Be a Winner with 
Outstanding Cycle Accessories 


agi from PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 


PERSONALIZED WATCH 


Your face hand painted 
on the dial. Send black 
and white or color photo. 


WHATA 
SUPER 
GIFT IDEA! 


DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


Have your caricature with your type of bike on a sturdy watch. Eight 
illustrations to choose from. 


А. 1 уг. service warranty. 519.95 
В. 17jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case 539.95 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service 
warranty. 
C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. $44.95 


Silver tone case with stainless steel back. 
Two-year service warranty. 


get it together binder 


Tough durable binders for those dog-eared, 
priceless old back issues of Dirt Bike and 
Motocross Action Magazines. A rich finish 
with the name of the magazine embossed in 
gold on the front and on the spine. 
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ORDER YOURS TODAY ... 
DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAGAZINE BINDERS, 
very impressive on your desk or 
in your bookcase. 


ORDER NOW! 65 each 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 
POSTERS 
О $1.50 each plus 50g for postage and handling 
О $5.00 for -4- plus 504 for postage and handling 
BINDERS Г] PIGSKIN GLOVES Г] 
ODIRT BIKE Indicate quantity 
DMOTOCROSS ACTION pair(s) and size(s) 


$6.45 plus $1.00 postage $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. 


STATE ZIP. 


WATCH [] Include Photo 
Indicate: Hair Color 

Name on Watch 

D DESERT RACER (CHOPPER 


Eye Color 
Complexion 


о А. 519.95 Watch (es) 
MX DDRAG RACER в, $39.95 WEH 5) 
O ENDURO BIKE О STREET BIKE , 459 

Û MINI BIKE D CAFE RACER i Watch (es) 


Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 


FLYWHEEL PULLER 


$8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 
GOGGLES [ ] Model Year 
Г] 470 56.95 STICKIES [ 254 each, 5 for a buck. [Yamaha C Hodaka 7) Puch T Sachs 
(1 490 (wide angle; $9.95 O DIRT BIKE O Suzuki O Ossa GDKW Bultaco 
$1.00 for postaae and handlina. О MOTOCROSS ACTION J Husky “Penton 
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If you spot something here that tickles your 
fancy and you decide to order or maybe just send 
for more info, be sure to mention that you saw it 
in DIRT BIKE Magazine. We already know that 
they exist. Laying your and our name on them lets 
them know that we too have weight and take up 
space. And, equally important, it tells them that 
you are a loyal reader of the MIGHTY DB, and 
proud of it. 


TRACK TESTED BOLT-ON FORMS 

No need for drilling or welding. Simply 
remove bottom rear engine mount bolt, slip 
the bolt through the tensioner and tighten 
her back up. They say that this unit was 
tested for a full year prior to production. 
Specify if for 125, 250 or 370. Fits all '76 and 
"778. For price and info you'll have to 
contact The Cycle Store, 1 Spring Garden, 
Lewistown, Pennsylvania 17044. 


GOLDEN RIMS AND SILVER SADDLES 

The look of gold at the price of fine 
aluminum. Slap these honeys on your 
Scooter, spray the rest of it red, and call ita 
Type 2 Whatchamacallit. Made of high-zoot 
aluminum alloy for maximum strength. 
Lipless design helps prevent mud buildup. 
Anodized to a lustrous gold finish for the 
latest look in trickery. From DG Per- 
fromance Specialities for $32.95. 
Available to fit most Japanese off-road 
bikes and minis. Write them at 5552 La 
Palma Ave. East, Anaheim, California 92806; 
or dial (714) 996-4430. 
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GET A GRIP ON YOURSELF 

Behold, Malcom Smith's personally 
improved version of the ever-popular 
waffle-pattern grip. An exclusive thicker 
thumb guard and the official Gold Medal 
name and logo make them easy to spot. His 
new colors include basic black, flaming 
red, mellow yellow, baby blue, midnight 
blue, competition orange, envious green 
and sterling silver. They go for $3.95 a set 
from Malcolm Smith Gold Medal Racing 
Products, 888 Marlborough, Riverside, 
California 92507; (714) 686-1006. 


EYE SEE 

Now you too can have a set of super 
Hi-Point sport glasses just like Carl Cranke 
wears. This, the cross-country model, 
comes with both a clear and a tinted plastic 
lens which can easily be swapped in the 
plastic frame. They are lightweight and 
offer good protection at an economical 
price. Available from your Hi-Point dealers 
or directly from Hi-Point Accessories at 
3709 W. Erie Ave., Lorain, Ohio 44053. 


USED BY GARY OGDEN, JOHN 
SAVITSKY, JOHN HATELEY, MICKEY 
BOONE, GARY CHAPLIN, MARK 
BLACKWELL, A. C. BAKKEN... 

Al Baker's RM Suzuki fork kits 
completely replace the stock RM innards 
with the best dampening you can get. This 
kit was developed to get rid of the mushy 
feel you get with the stocker. A ground 


taper on the rods, plus the special long 
travel springs and orifices will give you an 
extra inch of travel and fork action better 
than any European fork made. The 
eight-inch kit for 125 and 125As, the 
nine-inch kits for the 250 and 370, and the 
nine-inch kit for the PE all go for $59.95. 
For more information you'll have to contact 
Al Baker Racing and Development at 15174 
Raymer St., Van Nuys, California 91405; 
(213) 997-7055. 


WHEELS UP, FLAPS UP... 

Choose either the Mini or Maxi and you'll 
have a super stand for your bike that will 
allow you to get at most any part while both 
wheels are suspended off the ground. The 
main support tilts back to hook under your 
bars. By rolling the bike forward, the front 
end is lifted and held in an over-center 
position. In the rear, a single tube supports 
one side of your swingarm. Fully ad- 
justable, lightweight (17 or 20 pounds) 
and compact. The Mini goes for $44.95 and 
the Maxi for $54.95 plus UPS — COD, six 
percent in California, shipping not to 
exceed $6.50 per unit. AME-Weld Co., 1745 
E. Grochard Ave., Santa Ana, California 
92705; (714) 541-8494. 


WORLD FAMOUS 
MOTO-CROSS BARS 


HOT HANDLES 

Take your pick. These highest quality 
bars of A4130 chrome moly steel are 
available from Hallman in six different 
styles to suit your individual riding 
requirements. There’s the Torsten Hallman 
bend, and the Roger DeCoster, Ake 
Jonsson, Husqvarna, Bengt Aberg and 
Arne Kring models. The latter two are 
double-braced for added strength. All are 
plated a bright gold and heat treated 
(certified to Rockwell C42, which is 196,000 
psi tensile strength) for maximum strength 
while maintaining a light weight. They were 
developed from years of competition 
experience, and afford ultimate handling 
and comfort. Their catalog goes fora 
dollars. Don't know about the bars. Write to 
Torsten Hallman Racing, 1490 Fayette St., 
EI Cajon, California; (714) 449-6712. o 
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LONG-WEARING, COLORFUL. 5 


Tank-Tee and Sweatshirts 
= | FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 


со 
ERS 


PRODUCTS, 
INC. 


All shirts 
made of | 
100% Premium 
Cotton 


GET IT ON! 


ДД 
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i PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, Blue 
' P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 T-shirt Colors: white, Red, Yellow 
M-1101 SIZES: S- M—L—XL Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 


Ї T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both sides. 

: SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on tront. $4.95 with 
: emblem on both sides. Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for 

$* . M-108 1 postage and handling. D7-4 
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Honda Service Manager 
an Does His Dynamometer 


^ 


“Every bike coming through here gets a 
dynamometer test. 48,000 plugs later, | can 
guarantee you —there is no plug to beat МО" 


"No question in my mind. The right plug is the key to 
getting the right performance out of a bike. Every bike 
that comes through here gets a dynamometer test and 
every one that goes out gets the right plug. Nota 
substitute for the manufacturer's recommendation, but 
the one that is specified. 

That's why | use ND plugs for my service work and 
my own personal use. Гуе tested what they can do. 
l've seen what they can do for me and my customers. l've 
also tested ND's new 'U' plug. And any way you slice it— 
heat range, low emissions, better mileage and longer 
life—this is the plug of the future. The point: all my guys 
use МО" T 


` Art Manson 
Service manager, House of Honda 
Mountain View, California 


When you've tuned as many bikes as Art Manson, 
you can't be fooled. He chooses ND. 

The reason: the way ND plugs are built. 

The electrode is fused right to the insulator with a 
special copper glass seal. Not with powder like a lot of 
other plugs. 

That means excellent heat conductivity, superior gas 
seal out. No worries about pre-ignition or overheating 
at high speeds, carbon fouling at low speeds. 

So like the people who know bikes best, switch to 
ND plugs. The outperformers. 


Nippondenso Я 1D) 


Nippondenso of Los Angeles, Inc. 
857 East 230th Street 
Carson, California 90745 


The world’s largest producer of 
electrical parts for motorcycles. 


LASSIFIE 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for $2.00. 25c 
each additional word. 


MIT 
It'S simple and fast! 


Here's how it works: 


yn d п) Print or type your name, address, city and state on the coupon 
elow. 


(2) Circle the code number on the coupon (please limit to 6 COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Minimum 
R EAD E R numbers) which corresponds to the number at the bottom of the $10.00. 
ad on the page where the advertisement appears. Literature and 


SERVICE the name of your nearest dealer will be sent directly and 
automatically from the advertiser. 


DEPT. 


*, 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these z 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 words. 
No invoicing; payment must accompany orders, 
including firms on account with display 
advertising. No commissions, frequency rates 
or discounts. Ads accepted on the condition 
that advertiser agrees to refund readers’ money 
D7-4 promptly if shipment is delayed and reader 
requests refund, or if merchandise is returned in 
good condition in reasonable period of time). 
Display style ads permitted in classified section 


(3) Place coupon in your own envelope. Enclose 25 cents to cover 
cost of postage and handling (please wrap the coin in paper — 
not in tape) and mail to: 
READER SERVICE DEPT. 


DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE Name 


Address 


P.O. Box 317 


Encino, California 91316 City 
(Allow 6 to 8 weeks for processing.) State 


In order to continue making DIRT BIKE the 
kind of magazine you want to read, we'd like 

ur help by answering the following 
questions (circle the letter next to your 
answer): 


7. AGE GROUP 
a) a) Under 16 
b) 16-20 
c) 21-25 
d) 26-30 
e) 31-40 

41 and over 


. ANNUAL INCOME 
Under $10,000 
$10,000-$14,999 
$15,000-$19,999 
$20,000 or more 


. DO YOU OWN A MOTORCYCLE? 
Yes 
No 


. IF YES, HOW MANY? 


. WHAT MAKES DO YOU OWN? 
Honda 
Yamaha 
Suzuki 
Kawasaki 
Bultaco 
Montesa 
Ossa 
Maico 
Triumph 
Can-Am 
Harley-Davidson 
Rokon 

m) Hodaka 

n) Penton/KTM 

p) Husqvarna 

p) other 


6. WHAT TYPE OF BIKES DO YOU 
OWN? 

a) trail/enduro 

b) motocross 

с) street/ trail 

d) trials 

e) flat-track 

f) speedway 


7. DO YOU COMPETE IN 
ORGANIZED COMPETITION? IF 
SO, WHICH TYPE? 

a) motocross 

b) enduros 

c) trials 

d) flat-track 

e) speedway 


8. DO YOU PLAN TO BUY A NEW 
BIKE WITHIN THE NEXT YEAR? 
a) yes 

b) no 


9. IF"YES", WHAT MAKE DO YOU 
PLAN TO BUY? 


10. HOW MUCH MONEY DO YOU 
PLAN TO SPEND ON ACCESSORIES 
FOR YOURSELF AND YOUR BIKE 
THIS YEAR? 
a) $0-$25 
b) $25-50 
c) $50-$100 
d) $100-$200 
e) $200-$400 
f) $400 and over 
11. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE TYPES 
OF ARTICLES INTEREST YOU THE 
MOST? 
a) competition 
b) technical 
c) new bike tests 
d) personality features 
e) product evaluations 
f) other 
1st 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
5th 


72. IN ORDER, WHICH FIVE 
MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINES DO 
YOU READ MOST OFTEN? 
Dirt Bike 
Motocross Action 
Cycle 
Cycle World 
Cycle Guide 
Popular Cycling 
other 


(insert letter) 
1 


at display advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, Box 317, Encino, 
California 91316. 


BACKPACKING, HIKING, camping, canoeing 
supplies and equipment. Free catalog: Dept. DB, 
WEST FORK, INC. Lakefield, Minnesota 56150. 


RV OWNERS — Stop Stop Stop your clothes 
hangers from bouncing off the hanger rod while 
traveling. New — individual hanger latches. Send $3 
for 10-$7 for 25 or $13 for 50. Please include $.50 
shipping and handling. W.A.S. ENTERPRISES, Box 
1334A, Arvada, Colorado 80001. 


STOP WONDERING how to get power from your 
125cc Honda Elsinore without spending big bucks. 
Complete Mikuni jetting-timing and cylinder modifica- 
tions. No porting. These are professional instructions. 
Stop guessing. Home of D. Taylor 125cc pro. Send 
$9.95 to: J.D. WEBB ENG., 40411 12th St. W., 
Palmdale, California 93550. 


COMPETITION ACCESSORIES. CR125 30mm Mikuni 
conversion kit — $39.55. 520 chain conversion kits — 
$38.75. Pro-Tec chain tensioner — $17.20. Fox Shoxs 
with springs — $99.95. Mototek CDI ignition from 
$36.75 to $45.50. Scott goggles — $9.95. Catalog 
$1.00. MISSOURI CYCLE SUPPLY, Box 715, Fenton, 
Missouri 63026; (314) 225-3833. 


FLATTRACK ACCESSORIES. Champion frames, 
Betor and Ceriani forks. Redwing shocks, wheels, and 
Sun rims, and much more. Everything for the dirt 
track racer. Direct to racer pricing. Free list. H.J. 
PRODUCTS, 2215 Mishakawa Ave., South Bend, 
Indiana 46615; (219) 289-3077. 


METRIC NUTS AND BOLTS. 250-piece assortment 
of hex head bolts, machine screws, nuts and washers 
in convenient storage box. 3mm through 12mm 
diameter, lengths to 65mm. An important addition to 
any mechanic's tool collection. $14.95 postpaid. 
OHIO METRICS, Dept. DB, Box 22, Warren, Ohio 
44482. 


CYLINDER REMANUFACTURING. Precision cylinder 
liner replacement. Large, modern machine shop 


| facilities operated by professional personnel. Fast 


service. Two-stroke liner replacement a specialty. 
SMALL ENGINE MACHINE WORKS, INC., 2217 N. 
Vancouver, Portland, Oregon 97227; (503) 284-6983. 


OVERSEAS JOBS — NOW HIRING! 103 countries. 
All occupations, high pay, transportation free, tax 
benefits, big opportunities, latest computerized 
reports: $2.00. Special Australia Report $2.00. 
TRANSWORLD, International Airport, Box 90802-KG, 
Los Angeles, California 90009. 


PATCHES FOR YOUR CLUB — Let them know who 
you are! Send sketch for free price quote. Send 
camera-ready colored artwork and get one patch free 
with order. Free catalog. EASTERN EMBLEM MFG. 
CORP., P.O. Box 828, Dept. DB, Union City, New 
Jersey 07087. 
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Circle Number 28 on page 86 


Circle Number 29 on page 86 
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SYSTEMS TO 
art MOST DIRT 
AY BIKES! SEND 50. 


3 FOR STICKER AND 
CATALOG OF PLAS- 
TIC TANKS USED BY 
WINNING RIDERS. 
DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC. 
7565 NORTH: AVENUE 
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045 


завинив на на вовна, 


УАМАНА 


Genuine Yamaha Parts! 


Shipped The Same Day 
Order Is Received 


SEND $1.00 FOR NEW 1976 
Accessory Catalog, Plus Yamaha 
Sticker 


INTERNATIONAL M/C, INC. 


7233 Canoga Ave., 
Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
(213) 346-0900 


APRIL 1977 
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Feb. 74 
Mar. 74 
April 74 
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MAGAZINE 


How to Pass 

How to Climb Hills 
How to Trouble Shoot your Bike 
Water Proof your Carb 
Super Tune your Body 
Cornering Can Be Easy 
How to Crash 

Secrets of Sand Riding 
Breakin’ in a New Bike 
Decarbonizing 

Trail Ride 

Trail Ride Il 


Build:your-own Skid Plate 
Buying a Bike 

Hard core Maintenance 
Project Yamaha 
Motorcycle Hygiene 
Макіпд а “Real” Enduro Machine 
Project Yamaha Part IV 
Port Purification 

Improve your Brakes 
Making the SC500 Fly 
Bing Carb 

Trail Trickery 


Vibration Proofing Lights 

Gas Filter Shootout 

Toting Technology 

Cylinder Boring Secrets 

Facts on Forward Shocks 

Winter AMA 

Make your Own Suspension Covers 


Hangtown NAME 


Tank Mounting 


BACK 
ISSUES 


PUCH 175 ISDT 
Shoulder Pad Shoot-Out 
Install a Heli Coil 
Trans-Ama 

DB Insurance 
Pursang Fix-up 
Maico 400MX 

CZ 400 MX 

125 MX Shoot-Out 
Wrench Racing IV 
Novice Advice 
World Trials 


Suspension Revisited 
Baja 500 Racers 

Baja Thousand 
Trans-Ama Wrap up 
BMX Godl Cup 


Enclose entire ad 


Hi-Torque Publications 
Back Issues Dept. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


Circle desired issues. 


Enclose $1.00 plus 50 cents postage 


and handling for each copy ordered. 
D7-4 


Chain Lube Shootout. ADDRESS 


500cc World Champ Shootout 


World Bench.Racing Champs CITY 


ЗІГАТЕ нано E ESIR 


Р.О. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 
Please enclose a check or money order for $1.50 OF. 

plus 50 cents postage and handling. Make checks gx 
payable to Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 


Name 


Filled with 
thrills of BMX 
competition 
coverage. Tips 
on everything 
you ever 
wanted to 
know about 
bieyele 
motoeross — 
the traeks, 
new 
equipment, 
the top riders, 
апа... more. 


DON’T MISS 
THE 
EXCITEMENT 


BICYCLE 
MOTOCROSS 


Address 
City 
State 


Order Today 


— $1.50 | 


All gloves come in Extra Small, Small, Medium, 
Large and Extra Large to properly fit ali 
riders, including younger riders and women 


Extra layer of leather in palm.absorbs 
wear, prevents blisters. Contoured 
shape won't bunch up. 
Double stitched. 


Genuine feather that is especially tanned 
for stretchability—provides the dura- 
bility you. want and the fit you need. 

È 


No inside seams to cause biisters. Ай 
thread is a specia! nylon thatis strong, yet 
will stretch and not cut the leather. 


High-density, shock-absorbent padding 
PA protects back of hand, fingers, yet each 
stress point is relieved for flexibility. 


Double elastic 
band around 
entire wrist for 
snug fit. Glove 
stays on, dirt 


iN out. 
* 
М 


Extra layer 
of protective 
leather on in- 

side of thumb 
where wear and 
tear is the roughest. 


Fit, 
durability 
and protection 
never felt 
this good before! 


Just slip your hand into any of these new Bates 
gloves. Soft, supple. . .exactly the right feel. . .like 
they're already broken in. That's because the 
leather has been specially glove-tanned for 
stretchability. To keep the stretch in, the glove is 
‘bench cut’ by hand. ..almost a lost art in these 
days of mass production. 

To guarantee Bates famous workmanship, each 
glove is completely sewn by one operator, with six 
different inspections taking place before the Bates 
name goes on. 

They fit like a second layer of skin, but they're rug- 
ged too. Slip them on just once. Once is all it takes. 


ROAD RACING 
GLOVES 

The ultimate racing 
glove. Weighs less 
than 1 oz. Stretch fit 
allows sensitive 
fingertip touch on 
controls. Extra 
protective layer on 
hee! of hand. Velcro 
wrist closure. No 
inside seams. Also 
great as cafe racing 
or touring gloves 


UNLINED | LINED MOTO ROAD ENLO E 
TOURING | TOURING | CROSS RACING Traditional styling 
$11.95 $14.95 $17.95 $19.95 with comfort that 


Ail gloves available in XS, S, M, L and XL. 
See your local dealer or send fuli price plus $1.00 
for shipping and handling to: 


GATES 


the "quality people” 


must be experienced 
to be believed 
Choice leather 
stretches to match 
every hand 
movement like a 
second skin. Choose 
lined or unlined 


ACCESSORY HOUSE, INC. 


Box 1770-DG, 
Long Beach, California 90801 


Please attach, in this space, the label from a 
recent issue to insure proper address corrections. 


Use this form to 
notify us at least 
six weeks before 


you move. Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE 


Subscription Dept. 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


NEW ADDRESS: 

Name 

Address. - 

City 

Stadteéscs tees eee Zp 


MOSIER 


Continued from page 72 


going. 'Cause I've done it, you 
know. When I feel good and I'm 
going for it, I just pull away from 
everybody. So that's what I've got 
to do. If I just go wide open 
through the whole moto, there's 
no one who can beat me. 

"I don't know of anyone else 
that can beat me. Maybe 
Howerton...he's pretty quick. I 
imagine that everyone's going to 
be in good shape, but Howerton's 
a fast rider and he likes to go for 
it. I don't know anybody else who 
is really fast. But like Howerton 
and maybe Grossi once in a whle. 
Sometimes he can go really 
fast... wide open. 

“I don’t really have any set 
plans for going to Europe. I don't 
know ...there 's just a lot of money 
to be made here in the U.S. first. 
Id like to wait until some more 
Americans start going over and we 
can get some sort of American 
team going. It's going to be at 
least a couple of years before I can 
think about riding Grands Prix. 
I’ve got to beat the guys here 
before I can beat them over there. 

“As far as plans go for me later, 
when I'm out of racing, I would 
like to stay with motorcycles. And 
if time permits, I'd like to get into 
another sport. Try something 
different. Motorcycles are nice, 
and you can make a good living, 
but I imagine if you trained real 
hard at something else you could 
get into it just the same. Like 
downhill racing or something. But 
for now, motocross is definitely 
where it's at. I don't know as far as 
a business or something. I'm not 
financially set right now to say if 
Im going to have a business or 
not. I'm still just working for what 
I have. Like everybody else.” @ 


BULTACO*ROKON*HODAKA*CZ 
MONTESA*DKW*MONARK*SACHS 
7 PARTS * ACCESSORIES 
Laidig’s 364 S. Arlington Street 
Akron, Ohio 44306 (216) 253-7455 


Send $1.00 for Our Trick Rokon Accessories 
Catalogue U.P.S. Mail Order Daily 


ы HONDA _=> 
O PARTS ‘R’ US * $^ 


e Parts & Accessories e Save Up to 50% 

e Unlimited Quantities e We Stock Obsolete & 
Hard-To-Get Parts e Same Day Worldwide Service 
* Dealer Wholesale Inquiries Invited 
Send $1.00 For Complete Catalog 
PARTS 'R' US 
Box 2575, Muhlenberg Station Plainfield, N.J. 07060 
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HERE'S A SUPER WAY TO COVER THE CRACKS, 
FINGERPRINTS AND GRAFFITI ON YOUR WALLS. 


UPER 


TRICK- ACTION 
COLOR m. 


9. GEORGEWEGNER, CAN-AM 175 


yx FOUR NEW 
ALL- ACTION 


Y. E тет 250 uum Z COLOR POSTERS 


1. FIRST ISSUE OF DIRT BIKE 2. ACTION AT INTER-AM 11. AL BAKER ON A 250 HONDA 12. GUNNAR LINDSTROM ON A SUZUKI 


Got a 17x22-inch fingerprint on your wall? Cover it up with one of these Super-Trick Action 
Color Posters! They make any room look really neat. Only $2.50 (plus 50 cents postage and 
handling). If your color scheme is Divine Dirt, order any four for $7.50 (plus $1.00 postage 
and handling) and really blow your mind! Postage will be paid on all orders over four. 


Use the 
coupon 
below — 
ORDER 
N OW! 7. KAWRSAKI CLIMBING 


4. JUNIOR ACTION 


Ё Ё 
й PLUS PRODUCTS, ІМС. ee q 
Е Р.О. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 й 
- Enclosed is check or money order for $ i 
Е Poster No. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 11D 120 g 
g $2.50 each plus 5.50 postage and handling; $7.50 any four plus $1.00 A 
g postage and handling. ї 
й | 
й Name i 
| Address B 
B City й 
Д State _Zip E 
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High perform 
11 ре of ridin 


superbiking, t 
one of our tires is | 
to deliver just what you need. 

Our Eagle H/P is for superbikers and the most 
sophisticated superbikes. It was designed from the 
beginning to be a part of your high performance 
machine. For firm, confident control, the parabolic 
tread contour of our Eagle H/P tire lays down a 
bigger footprint in the turns than it does on the 
straights. 

Our Eagle A/T was built for people who tour, 
adventurers with the urge to pack it all on the bike and 
go chase the sunset. They re built to run the long miles 
$ and take you where you want to go, where you want to 
i be. Deep tread and constant radius design mean that 
ыз З the quality construction is there for the long ride. 

5 Our. new Eagle МАХ П for motocross and hare 

scrambles is the finest offroad tire we've ever made. 

It gives you taller. stiffer, harder working lugs, more 

| sidewall flex, and special lug grooves for positive con- 

m. i trok.on marbly. or hardpack surfaees. It's the.tire 

} tested Бу champions; to be a champion. : 
| The Eagle line. We want you to know why we - 
[on make them, апа how we make them. Becagie all of 
| Goodyear's Comunitment to quality is behind theni: B He 


These is ап Eagle tite for thc way you ride 
Find it. Fly it. 
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Remember what a genuine ten-dollar bill looks like? Send us your lonely black and white'crash shots and we'll decide if you, 

| 2 deserve one. ; 1 
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“Hold on a minute guys, | think | lost my contact lens.” photo by Mary Susan Hagedorn 
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Co У 


З о со ДЕ raring \‏ د 


А test for bikers who know racing. \ 


Match these 1976 champions to their championships. 


Champions 
Roger DeCoster; Suzuki [1] 
Paulo Bianchi; Morbidelli [2] 
Jay Springsteen; Harley-Davidson [3] 
Heikki Mikkola; Husqvarna [4] 
Gaston Rahier; Suzuki [5] 
Barry Sheene; Suzuki [s] 
Walter Villa; Harley-Davidson 
Jim Weinert; Kawasaki [s] 
Bob Hannah; Yamaha [э] 
Tony DiStefano; Suzuki 
Walter Villa; Harley-Davidson [1] 
Roger DeCoster; Suzuki [12] 
Angel Nieto; Bultaco [3] 
Rolf Steinhausen/Sepp Huber; Busch/Kónig 
Kent Howerton; Husqvarna [15] 
Victor Palomo; Yamaha 


Championships 
AMA Camel Pro Series/Grand National Champion 
Trans-AMA 500cc International Motocross Series Champion 
AMA 500cc National Motocross Champion 
[р] AMA 250cc National Motocross Champion 
[E] AMA 125cc National Motocross Champion 
AMA 250cc Supercross Champion 
World 500cc Motocross Champion 
Гн) World 250cc Motocross Champion 
[1] World 125cc Motocross Champion 
[1] World 500cc Road Racing Champion 
[k] World 350cc Road Racing Champion 
[1] World 250cc Road Racing Champion 
[м] World 125cc Road Racing Champion 
[N] World 50cc Road Racing Champion 
[o] World Side Car Champions 
[Р] World Formula 750cc Champion 


Stumped? Find answers in next test. 
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And a test for bikers who don’t. 


Match these 1976 champions to their spark plug. 


Champions Plug 

AMA. Camel Pro Series/Grand 
National Champion * 

Jay Springsteen; Harley-Davidson [1] [1] Champion 
Trans-AMA 500cc International 
Motocross Series Champion * 

Roger DeCoster; Suzuki [2] [2] Champion 
AMA 500cc National Motocross 
Champion * 

Kent Howerton; Husqvarna [3] [3] Champion 
AMA 250cc National Motocross 
Champion * 

Tony DiStefano; Suzuki [з] [3] Champion 
AMA 125cc National Motocross 
Champion * 

Bob Hannah; Yamaha [s] [5] Champion 
AMA. 250cc 
Supercross Champion * 

Jim Weinert; Kawasaki [s] [s] Champion 
World 500cc 
Motocross Champion * 

Roger DeCoster; Suzuki Champion 
World 250cc 
Motocross Champion * 

Heikki Mikkola; Husqvarna Champion 


Champion Spark Plug Company • Toledo, OH 43661 


Champions Plug 
World 125cc 
Motocross Champion * 
Gaston Rahier; Suzuki [э] [5] Champion 
World 500cc 
Road Racing Champion * 
Barry Sheene; Suzuki Champion 
World 350cc 
Road Racing Champion * 
Walter Villa; Harley-Davidson [1] [п] Champion 
World 250cc 
Road Racing Champion * 
Walter Villa; Harley-Davidson [2] [2] Champion 
World 125cc 
Road Racing Champion * 
Paulo Bianchi; Morbidelli [i3] Champion 
World 50cc Road Racing 
Champion * 
Angel Nieto; Bultaco Champion 
World Side Car Champions • 
Rolf Steinhausen/Sepp Huber; 
Busch/Kónig [15] 05) Champion 
World Formula-750cc 
Champion * 
Victor Palomo; Yamaha Champion 
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These little tests brought to you by the plug p 
that sparked all 16 of the major U.S. : CHAMPION 
and world motorcycle championships in 1976. | : 


Fill'er up 
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THE SUZUKI PESO. - 


- “The best mass produoed enduro bike ever built" 
о TT a 111. (Мом/76 CycleWorld) 
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i. Suzuki's РЕ250 was put through “Take all the superlatives ever used =, 


-to describe an enduro motor- 
9 cycle, apply them to the РЕ250, 
and you can Say you're s ` 
quoting USF | — 
Suzuki's PE250. One more 
reason why now, more | 
than ever before- ` 


. ` 4 test by Cycle World that 
~~ ` would have“brokenan « 
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tor can expect to run «Suzuki a 
the engine for at least = E 
ts 4000 ms before . 2 he РЕ250 Ес. 
= everhaul. сою enduro i$ ;. 
E hos ae as c 7. intendedfor ^ 7 
The PEI is designed/tprhandlingdhey r etn. Competition [| 
(болок!) wanted a bike that would slide and || З и | not inteadled A 
.. Steer and change directions instantly. They got її" . for streetuse, = 


` FORGETXOUR TROUBLES. GETONSUZUKI SS. | 
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